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To the Right Honorable 

John Lord Somrnerv* 

Baron of Evesham. 



My Lord, 

IT was Your Lordship's 
opinion and encouragement that 
occafion'd the firft appearing of 
this Poem in the Folio Edition , 
which from thence has been fo 
Well received > that notwithftan- 
ding the price of it was four tl« 



jmcs greater than before , the 
iale increas'd double the number 
6very yean The Work is now 
generally known and efteem'd ; 
and I having the honor to hear 
X<W L o hds h is fay «* that a 
fmaller edition of it wouldbe 
grateful to the world, imdiedia- 
tely refolv'd upon printing it in 
this volume > of which I moft 
humbly beg Your acceptance > 
from, 



My Lord; 

Your Lords hip 9 s 

ever obliged fervant. 
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THE 

L I F E 
••••b'F 

Mr. JOHN MILTON. 

Ml R O Ma family ,aad town of hi* name 
a* Oxfor4ski& , our Author derived hit de£» 
cent; but He wasbornat London in the Year 
*6o8* The Publisher of his Works in Profe 
< on wbofe veracity feme part of this narra- 
tive mufl entirely depend ) dates his birth two 
years earlier than this : but contradi&ing 
himfelf afterwards in his own computation , 
I reduce it to the time that Mpnfieii* Boyb 
hath affign'd ; and for the fame Rea&n which 

5revaiTd with hirn to aflign it. <His father , 
chn Milton , by profeflion a (crivener, Uv'd 
in a reputable manner on a competent eftate* 
entirely bis own acquifition ; having been 



x Tke htwn&f 

early disinherited by- his parents far tcnoxm- 
cing' the communion of the Church ^ajffW 
tor ,*o which>they /were ^ealou fly tie vote J^ 

dau|fhter ; Tnanfft \MJfii ; ahtfSfftffliGr^ftJh' , 
Chrijlopher , whom hje^trainM to the practi- 
ce of the Common Ltiw ; who in the Great 
Rebellion adherM to the royal caufe : and in 
the reign of King James It* by too etiy a 
compliance with the doctrines of thtfCfeurt, 
both religious and civil , he attained to the 
dignity of being made MFudge of the Com- 
mon Pleas ; of which he dy T d devefled not 
long after the Revolution. 

But JOHN, the fubjeft of the -prefent 
eflay , was thefavorite of his father's hopes'; 
who, to cultivate the. great genius whicli 
early difplay*d itfelf » wai at the expenfe of 
a domeftic Tutor : whofe care and capacity 
his Pupil hath gratefully celebrated in an ex* 
cellent Latin Elegy * the fourth in the pre* 

fent colledion., At his imtia- 
An« JEtcx* 11. tion He is laid to have apply'd 

hitnfelf to Letters with filch 
indefatigable indufhy, that he rarely was 
prevailed with to quit his ftudies before 
midnight : which not only made him fre- 
quently fubj eft to fevere pains in his head; 
but like wife occafion'd that weaknefs in his 
eyes* which terminated in a total privation 
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of light. From a domeftic education He 
was remov'd to St. Paul's School , to com-. 
plete his acquaintance with the Clawcston? 
der the care of Dr. Gill .rand after a short 
ftay there , was tjranfplanted to . » s . ■ : : : 
CW/f's College in CSsmiru^e 9 Ak.'Mm.i^i 
where He diftinguish'd himfelf 
in all kinds of Academical Exercifts. Of 
this Society He continued a Member. 'till 
He commenc'd Mailer of Arts : and then 
leaving the Univerfity $~He return'd.to hit 
father ; who had quitted the 
town, and liv'd at Hortonin An. JEtat. 2$i 
Buckinghamshire; where He 
purfu'd his ftudies with unparallel'd affiduity 
and fuccefs. 

After fome years fpentin this fludious re- 
tirement , his mother dy'd : and then he pre- 
Tail*d with his father to gratify an inclina- 
tion He had long entertain'd of feeing fo- 
reign countries. Sir Henry Wbtton , at that 
time Provoft of Eaton Colle- 
ge » gave him a letter of ad- An. JEtat. 30; 
vice for the direction of his 
travels: but by not obferving * an excellent 
Maxim in it 9 He incurred great danger by 
difputing againft the fuperftition of the 
Church of Rome, within the verge of the 

* 2 W/W firctti , td it fifi fcioltq. 



$$j The Liie #/ 

Vatican. Haying employed his curiofity 
about (a) two yean in France and Italy , on 
the news of a civil war breaking out in 
England * .He fetum'd •; without taking a 
furvey of Greece and Sicily , as at his letting 
out the fcheme was pro jeded, (6) At Paris 
the Lord Vifcoum Scuaamare , Ambaflador 
from King Charles L at the Court of Fran- 
ce, imrocrac'd him to the acquaintance of 
Grotius ; who at that time was honor'd 
with the fame character there hjChrifiian* 
Queen of Sweden. In Rome, Genoa, Flo- 
rence, and other cities of Italy , He con- 
traded a familiarity with thofe who were 
of higheft reputation for wit and learning: 
fcveral of whom gave him very obliging 
teftimbnies of their friendship , and efleem > 
whi ch are printed before his Latin Poems* 
The firft of them was written by Manfo 
Marquis of VUla , a great patron of Tajjfo ,. 
by whom he is celebrated in his (e) Poem 

(a) Rtjambis viriii furgebat admits arifta*, 

Et totidtm flavas numerabant horrea meffes, •. ; . ; 
Nee d*m aitrat Thyrfia : pajtortmfcWcet ilium 
Dulcis amorHbif* Thufcl rttenebat inurbt. 

Epitaphe Daou 

(b) Dcfmjio Sccunda. Pag. 9*. Fol, 

(c) Fra Cavalier 1 magnanimi , e cortefi , 
RefpUnie U Manfo • • • • Lib. ic 
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cm the Conqueft ofJerufalan. It is highly 
probable that to his converfation with this 
noble Neapolitan we owe the firft defiga 
which Milton conceiv'd of writing ait 
Epic Poem : ami it appears by fome Latin 
werfes addre&*<f to the Marquis with the tfcfe 
of Man fas , that He intended to fix on King 
Arthur for his fierce : but Arthur was re*, 
ferv'd to another deffiny i 

Returning from his travels An. JEtaz. 32+ 
He found Bngkmd on the 
point of being involv'd in blood ami cbftftt* 
fion. It feents wonderful that one of fy 
warm , and daring a {pint , as his certainly 
was , shou'd be reftrain'd from the camp in 
thofe unnatural commotions. I fuppoft we 
may impure it' wholly to the great deferen- 
ce He paid to paternal authority, that He 
retired to lodgings provided for him in the 
city : which being commodious for the re* 
ception of his filter's forts, ami fome other 
young Gentlemen, He undertook their edu- 
cation : and is (aid to- have form'd them oft 
the fame plan which He afterwards publish'd, 
in a short tractate infcribM to his friehd Mr* 
Hartlih. 

In this philofophical courfe He conti- 
nued without a wife to the year 1^43 ; when 
He marry *d Mary the Daugh- 
ter of Richard Powell of Fo- An. Etau ^ % 
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Ttjt-hillin Oxfordshire: a Gentleman of efta* 
te and reputation in that county ; and of 
principles fo very oppo/ite to his Son- in- 
Law , that the marriage is more to be won- 
jler'd at , than the reparation which enfu'd t 
uilittle. more than a month after she had 
to habited with him in London. Her deier- 
tfon pcovok'd him both to write (everal 
treatifes concerning the dodrine > and difci- 
pline , of Divorce ; and alfo to make his 
addreffes to a young Lady of great wit and 
beauty : hut before he had engag'd her af- 
fedipns to conclude the marriage -treaty * 
in a vifit at one of his relations He found 
his Wife proftate before him, imploring 
forgiveness and reconciliation. It is not to 
te doubted but an interview of that nature, 
fo little expeded , muft wonderfully afled 
him j: and perhaps the impreflions it; made 
pn his imagination contributed much to 
the painting of that pathetic Scene in * 
Paradise Lose, in which Eve addref- 
feth herfelf to Adam for pardon , and peace. 
At the interceflion of hi* friends who were 
prefent-, after a short reludance He gene- 
roufly (acrific'd all his refentmcnt to her 
tears. 

* Book X. page 3 ;• ver. 2 p. 
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— * — - Sow his heart relented 
Toufrds her, his life Jo lote t xmifole delight ( 
Now>azkufeetJu$nriJflpeindi(lr.efs.! 

? ■ ■ ■ ."i - .-...:. , : t z 

And after this re-union » fo far was^Hd 
from retaining ah unkint) memory #f *he 

E avocations which He had received from 
r ill condud , that when the King's caulo 
was entirely opprefs'd , and her father > *fco 
had been adive in his loyalty ^was <expqs?A 
fa ftnuefirationf Mjil lovi repety'4 both 
him and his family toprote^a^ and fre* 
entertainment, in hisiQwh-houfe, till their 
affairs were .accommodated by his inurefi 
inthevidorioufrfadion. 
•:. For He .was r now grown . • •;]> 

famous by. his polemical 4** v£ft»«!444 
willing* of various kinds , 
and held In peat favor , and-efteem, by t 
thofe who had power to difpofe of all pre- 1 
ferments in the State, ; .Tis : in vain to dip 
lemble , and far be it from me to defend , 
his. engaging with a Party combin'd in the 
^efbuaK^Mx^Xhufch and Monarchy, 
Xete, leaviftg the justification €>f a misgui- 
ded fincerity to be debated in the Schools > 
shay I prefime toobferve in his favor , that 
his zeal , diftemperM and furious as it was , 
dbes not appear to have been inipifked by, 
ie^-ipterefied vifcW* $ Fox t k js-amxm'd a 
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that though lie fivM always in a frugal 
ttoirenent, and before his death had di£- 
pos'dgf his* library (which we may fuppofe 
to have been a valuable collection ) He left 
ftemote than fifteen hundred pctands behind 
htiti for the fttppori trf his family : and 
^hoeveircoflfiifew the Pofts to which He 
Was *dv*nc'4<, and the times in which Ho 
Ihtay'd theft* , will 1 believe confefi He 
Aught fcaw accumulated a mock more<ple»> 
ai&l fdrt*tf»5 in a di%xiffiomce mini it will 
Ml retpiir* a«^ ^?*»rdii»ry meafure of 
66fido* fo^mcStiiervi^A though He abode 
mlte4UrhiagcofQp^ffm+ and the fpoils 
of his country lay at his few j neither' hts 
confcience, no* hit honor, cou'dioopto 
gfcthertheOfe : ' 1 

A Cbmmitfoncoj6D8!fft«w 
Slii. «£**« 4** tehitrv Adja&a»t-»GdrierBl!,tsi 
Sir Witirm Waller was £ro- 
mis'd ; but fool* foperfated by Wte&rVbeing 
laid afide r Wise* hit JVf afters thought k pro- 
per to new-mdd^ fifteit miry^.Qowever * 
the Ifeetmefraf hfcPefchairfo MR*i«%U» 
conuiiefcded hiftv tfflfrrtitt'rife gtenn^tiidl 
whetf he tctok thtfttkisbf government ihto 
bis own hand 9 he a\toaW4hi&i to be Lasiit 
Secretary, bodi tfc ktoi&lf and the Paring 
ttent :.the format df ttiefc preferment? Hb 
enjoy 'd both Hiic^i' die Ulkrpe*, a*d hi* 

Son ; 
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Son ; the other , 'till King Charles II. was 
reftor'd.For fi>me time He had an apartmeut 
for his family in White-kail ; but his health 
requiring a freer acceffion of air , He was 
oblig'd to remove from thence to lodgings 
which open'd into St. James'* Park* Not 
long after his fettlement there , his wife dy'd 
in child-bed : and much about the time of 
her death, a Gutta Serena , which had for 
ftveral years been gradually increa/ing, to- 
tally extinguished his fight. In this melan- 
cholic condition he was eafily prevailed with 
to think of taking another wife; who was 
Catharine the daughter of Captain Woodcock 
of Hackney: and she too , in lefs than a year 
after their marriage, dy'd in the fame un- 
fortunate manner as the former had done ;. 
and in his twenty third Sonnet He does ho- 
nor to her memory. 

Thefe private, calamities 
were much heightened , by An% JEtat. f 2* 
the different figure he was 
likely to make in the new fcene of affairs r 
which was going to be aded in the State.. 
For 9 all things now confpirlng.to promote 
the King's Reftoration , He was too cons- 
cious of hts own a&ivity during the Ufucr 
patioB r ta expert any favor from the> 
Crown r and therefore HeprWiently abCr 
conded'till the Ad. of Oblivion wns g(t- 
Tomcl. ft 
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biish'd ; by which He was only rendered 
incapable of bearing any office in the Na- 
tion. Many had very juft efteem of his ad- 
mirable parts and learning , who detefted 
liis principles ; by whofe interceffion his 
Pardon pafs'd the Seals : and I wish the laws 
of Civil Hiftory could have extended the 
benefit of that oblivion to the memory of 
"his guilt , which was indulg'd to his perfon ; 
ni tantifacirwm immanitas out extitijfe , am 
non vindicata fuijfe , videatur. 

Having thus gain'd a full proteftionfrom 
the Government , which was in truth more 
than he cou'd have reafonably hop'd) He 
appeared as much in public as he formerly 
Tis'dto do; and employing his friend Dr. 
Paget to make choice of a third confort , 
on his recommendation He married Eli^a- 
leth the Daughter of Mr, Minskul a Cheshire 
Gentleman , by whom He had no ifliie. 
Three daughters by his firft wife were then 
living ; the two elder of whom a*e (aid to 
have been very ferviceable to him in his 
ihidies. For , having been inftrufied to pro- 
nounce not only the Modern , but alfo the 
Latm , Greek, and Hebrew languages ; they 
read in their refpe&ive originals whatever 
Authors He wanted to confult ; though 
they vnderftood none but their mother- 
'tonjjue. This employment , however y was 
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too unpleafant to be continued for any long 
procefs of time ; and therefore He dilmils'd 
them to receive an education more agreea- 
ble to their; fex , and temper. 

"We cpvkt now to take & fttrvey of him 
in that' point of view , in which He will be 
look'd on by all fucceeding ages with equal 
delight , and admiration. An interval of 
above twenty years had ela- 
psed fince He wrote the Mask ^ 
ot * Comus , L* Allegro , 11 An. JEtit; 2 ** 
Penfarofo , antf * Lycidds ;'' T %9m 
all in luch and an exquifite 
ftrain ! that though He had left no ether 
monuments of his Genius behind him, his 
name had been immortal. But , neither the 

Sfirmities of age and constitution , nor the 
cimtud&:of fortune , : cou'd deprefs the 
vigor of his .mini; or divert it from execu- 
ting a defign. He had a long conceiv'd of 
writing an Heroic Poem. Tsxe Fal of Man 
was a SbjecVwhidx He had fome years be- 
fore nVd on for a: Tragedy 1 , which He in- 
tended id form by th* models of Antiquity r 
and fbme ,iiat without probability , fay the 
Play open'd with that Speech in the fourth 
Book of Paradise Lost , ver. 31. which 
is addrefs'd by Satan to the Sun. Were it 

zPar. ZoJ?. fr. pv'fcage 100. vet. 4. 



material „F&e;lieve L cou'd produce othep 
yaflages whisk more plainly appear to, have 
been originally intended for the fcenc,. But. 
whatever truth titer* may be in this report,. 
'tis certain that fie. did not. begin to,m61<fe 
his Subject in the form which itbears now* 
before He had concluded bis. gontxoverly 
with Salmafius and More ; when He had. 
wholly loft the ufe of his ejet ; and was. 
fore'd to employ in 'the office of an Aina- 
nuenfis any friend who accidentally paiA 
him avifit. Ye$ 5 under all inefeidiwoura- 
gements, and various interruption* > in the 

Year (a) 1669 He publis'hi 
f An.JEt&.6%. IusPakadise Lost; the! 

nobleft Poem > next .to thofe- 
of Homer and Virgil , that ever the wit of. 
man produced in any age or nation*. Need X 
mention any other evidence of its ineftima-». 
ble worth* than that the fineft Geniufes who. 
have fucceeded him have ever efteemM it a!, 
merit to relish > and illufirate its beauties J 
Vhilft the Critic whfc'gaz'd » .with fo much 
wanton malice , on tbe nakednefs otShakt- 
fpcar when he flept> after having ({) for- 
joally declar'd war againft it * wanted 1 cou^ 

(a) Miltorfs Gbntra& with his JMtfeUer S. Sim- 

jpons for the Copy hears Date April 27. »6*7 # 
{I) The Tragedies of the lafk a&con$La% £• 1+3.* 
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sage to make his attack ; flush'd though ho 
was with his conqjuefti over Julius €&far % 
and Tie Moon .which infolence his Mule* 
Jake the other aflaifine* of Cafar * , feverely 
revenged.on nerfelf^and not long after 
her triomph became her own executioner* 
Nor is it unworthy our obfervatioir, that 
though, perhaps, no One of our English 
Poets hath excised fi> many admirers to imi- 
tate bis Manner, yet l thijik never any was 
known to aipire to emulation ; eves the 
late ingenious Mr. Philips > who , in the 
colors of ftyle , came the neareft of all the 
Copiers to refemble the great Original t 
saade h|s diftant advances with, a filial ro- 
roeijceij and reftrain'4 his ambition wf- 
thin the £me bounds which Licrmuu pre£ 
crib'tl to his own: imitation : 

No* nvt cenanH cupulas , qudm propter 

amortm 
Qyod T E imimiatf.ed t. quid enim content 

iathirujido 
QcaU .* ■ ■ »■ 

And new perhaps it may pafs for 68km + 
what with great veracity I affirm to be fad * 
ihatMiiTO*,, after having wok met* 
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difficulty prevail'd to have this Divine Poem 
licensed for the Prefs , cou'd fell the Copy 
for no more than Fifteen Pounds : the pay- 
ment of which valuable tqnjideration depen- 
ded on the (ale of thread numerous imprefr 1 
lions. So unreasonably majr perional pre- 
judice affecYthe nioft excellent performan- 
ces ! 

About* two years after % 

"Jbu'jEtat. 6$ • together with S amspn Ago-^ 

kistes" ('a Tragedy not mi* 

worthy the Grecian Stage when Athene was 

inherglory) publish'd Paradise Reg ain'd. 

But , Vh I what afalling-ofwas there ! 

Of yrtiich I will (ay no more , than that 
fhere is fearcely a more, remarkable niftance 
of the frailty of human reafdti >' than 1 qui 
Author gave in prefering this Poem to Pa u 
radise Lost ; nor a more inftrufiive cau- 
tion to the beft writers , to be very d-d- 
dent in-deciding the merit of their own pro- 
ductions. 

And thus having attended him to the 
Sixty Sixth year o? his age, as clofely as 
fiich imperfed lights as men of Letters, 
and retirement , ufiially leave to guide our 
inquiry wou'd allow ; it now only remain? 

* They were LicerrfedsJufy z. f6jo', bvthior prior 
ted before the year eiifuing. 
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to Me recorded , that in the 
Year 1674 the Gout put a An.JEtau66-7 9 
period to his life at Bunhill 
near London; from whence his body was 
convey'd to St. Giles's Church by Cripple- 
gate , where it lyes intert'd in the Chancel; 
but neither has, nor wants, a Monument 
to perpetuate his memory* 

In his youth he is faid to have been ex- 
tremely handfome : the color of his hair 
was a light -brown ; the rymmetry of his 
features exa& ; enliven'd with an agreeabJe 
air , and a beautiful mixture of fair and rud- 
dy : which occaiion'd the Marquifs of Villa 
to give his (a) Epigram the fame Turn of 
Thought , which Gregory Arch-Deacon of 
Rome had employ'd above a thoufand years 
before , in prainng the amiable comple- 
xions offome English Youths , before their 
converfion to Chriftianity. His ftature (as 
we (A) find it meafinr'd by himfelf ) did not 
exceed the middle-foe ; neither too lean , 
nor corpulent : his limbs well proportion^, 
nervous , and a&ive : ferviceable in all re£- 
peds to his exerciiing the fword , in which 
He much delighted ; and wanted neither 

(a) Ut mtht, forma, decor y fades, mos,Ji pittas fie i , 
Non Anglo* » ver&m hereto Angdus igfe fores* 

(b) Defofrjuwda* p. i7.Fol« 
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skill , nor courage , to refent an affront 
from men of the moil athletic confutations. 
In his diet He was abftemious ; not delicate 
iA the choice of his dishes ; and firong li- 
quors of all kinds were his averfioju Being 
too fadly comrinc'd how much his health had . 
fuflfer'd by nitght-ftudies in his younger years,. 
He ufed to go early (feldom later than Nine) 
to reft; and rofe commonly before Fire in- 
the morning.. It is reported , (and there is a 
paflage in one of his. Latin Elegies to coun- 
tenance the tradition ) that his fancy made 
the happieft flights in the Spring : but one 
•f his Nephews ufed to deliver it as Mil* 
Ton's own observation , that his Invention 
was in its higheft perfection from Septem- " 
ber to the Vernal iGquinox : however it 
was , the great inequalities to be found in 
his composures are inconteftable proofs * 
that in fome feafons He was but one of the 
people. When hfindneft reftrain'd him from 
other exercifes , He had a machine to Cwing 
in , for the preferratioi* of his health ; and 
diverted himleif in his chamber with playing 
en an Organ. His Deportment was ered > 
open, affable ; his Converfation eafy, chear- ^ 
fill , inftrucHve ; his Wit on all occasions at 
command , facetious , grave, or fatirical » 
as &e (bbjed requir'd. Hs Judgment, when* 
ditengag'd from leligioittaadpoljtkal (pe- 
culations^ 
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dilations , was juft and penetrating ; his 
Apprehension , quick ; his Memory , tena- 
cious of what He read ; his Reading , only 
not Co exteniive as his Genius, for That was 
univerfal. And having treafiir'd up fuch im- 
mense flores of fcience, perhaps the facul- 
ties of his foul grew more vigourous after 
He was depriv'd of his fight : and his Ima- 
gination (naturally fublime, and inlarg'd by 
reading Romances * , of which He was 
much inamor'd in his youth , ) when it was 
wholly abftra&ed from material objects , 
was more at liberty to make fuch amazing 
excurjfions into the Ideal world , when in 
compofing his Divine Work He was tem- 
pted to range 

Beyond the vifible diurnal Sphere. 

With (b many accomplishments , not to 
have had fome faults, and misfortunes , to be 
laid in the balance with the fame , and feli- 
city, of writing Paradise Lost, wou'd 
have been too great a portion for humanity . 

* fib Apology for Smcftymnus , p. 177. Fol. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 

X HE works of inferior Geniuses have 
their infancy, and often receive addditions 
of flrength. and beauty, in the feveral Im- 
preffions they undergo whilft their authors 
live : but the following. Poem came into 
the world , like the Perfons whom it cele- 
brates ) in a ftate of maturity •■ However , 
though in the firft Edition io was di(pos'3 
into Ten Books only, Milton thought 
proper in the Second to make a new divi- 
sion of it into Twelve : not, I fuppofe , with 
refped to the Mneis (for He was, in both 
fenfes of the phrafe , above Imitation ) but 
more probably , becaufe the length, of the 
Seventh and Tenth required a Paufe in the 
Narration, He divided them, each intoTwo: 
on which difiribution , to the beginning of 
thofe Books which are now the Eighth and 
Twelfth , He added the following Verfes , 
which were neceflary to makea connexion. 

Book VIII. ver. i. 

The Angel ended, and in AdamV ear 
So charming left las voice , that he a-while 



POSTSCRIPT. 

Thought him flill fpeaking ; JIM Jlood fix'd t+ 

hear : 
Then , as now wak y d> thus gratefully reply'dv 

The latter half of the verfe was taken from 
this In the firfl Edition. 

To whom thus Adam gratefully reply'cf. 

Book XII. ver. i. 

'As one who in his journey hates at noon. 
Though bent on fpeed i fo here iti Archr Angel 

paus'd, 
Betwixt the world dejtroy'd, and world rejlordf 
Jf Adam ought perhaps might interpoje : 
Then , with tranjidon Jweet , newjpeech refit*. 

mes. 

'At the fame time the Authormade ftfme tew ' 
additions in other places of the Poem,yhich 
are here inferted for the fatisfa&ion of the 
curious. 

Book V. p. ijj.l. 14. 

« They eat, they drink, and with refe&ion 

fweet 
•t Are fill'djbefore th'allrbounteous King,G*Cr 



POSTSCRIPT. " 
were thus enlarged in the Second Edition* 

They eat, they drink, and in communion fweet 
Quaff immortality , and joy % (fecure 
Of forfeit* where fall meafure only bounds 
Excefs) before th'all-bounteous King, &?• 

Book XI. p. )8. 1. 8. after ,. 

cc Inteftine fione , and ulcer , cholic-pangs , 

thefe three verfes were added. • 

Damoniac phrenry , moaping melancholy % 
And rnoon-Jtruck madnefs* pining atrophy ; 
Marafmujs , and wide wafting pejlilence* 

And p. tfo.l. 1 4a of the fame Book (which 
was originally thus , 

*Qf rend'ring up* Michael to him reply'd} 

receiy'd this addition x 

Of rend'ring up x and patiently attend 
My dijfolution. Michael reply'd. 

To what I have faid in the Life , of our 
Author's having no Monument , it may not 
bt improper to addj that I defiVd a Friend 



POSTSCRIPT. 

to inquire at St* Giles's Church ; where the 
Sexton shew'd him a (mall Monument, which 
he faid was fuppos'd to be M i l t o w*s ; but 
the infcription had never been legible fijice 
he was employ 'd in that office, which he 
has poflefs'd about Forty Years. This , fore* 
cou'd never have happen d in Co short a (pa- 
ce of time , unlefs the Epitaph had been in- 
duftriou/ly eras'd : and that fuppo/ition car- 
ries with it To much inhumanity, that I think 
we ought to believe it was not ereded to &* 
Memory* 
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IN 

Paradifum Amiflam 

Sumsm Poets 
Jo ANN I S Ml LTO Nit. 

\/Ul legis Amifam Paradifliim , grandia Magnt 

Carmina Miltoni, quid niji cun&a legist 
Res cunftas, & cunftarum primordia rerum x 

Etfata, & fines t continet ifte liber. 
Intima panduntur magni penetralia mundi ; 

Scribitur & toto fuicqidd in 'orbe latet : 
terrctque , trachtfque maris , caelumque profundum%~ 

Sulphureufque Ercbi , flammbomufque fptcus. 
Quceaue colunt terras, pontumque , €f Tartars caca £ 

Qiuequt colunt fummi lucida regnapoli. 
Xt quodcunque ullU condufum eft fimbut ufquam ? 

Et fine fine Chaos, & fine fine Dius ; 
Mt fine fine magis , (fi quid magis eft fine fine )< 

In C H.K i s TO erga homines conciliatus amov^ 
Mac qui fperaret > quis crederet ejfefiaura h 

Et tamen kcec hodil terr,a Brttanna legit. 
jP quantos in lella Duces I qu&protuttt arma.g 

gumcamt, (* qnamdir&lvi4ir<L «&<£.£ 



Celefia adesfdtque ihcertamhecxfimrr 

Et qua calefies pugna decern agros / 
Quantus in atheriis tollit ft Lucifer armis ! 

Atque ipfo graditur vix Michaele minor ! 
Quantis, & qudm funefiis- concwritur iris , 

Dion ferus hie ftellas protegit , Me rapit ! 
Dum vulfis montesy ceu tela reciproca, torquent^ 

Et nan mortali defuper igne fluunt ; 
Stat dubius em ft parti concedat Olympus ; 

Et metuit pugna nonfupereffe fuce. 
* At final in talis Messijr infigma fulgent* 

Et currus ammes , armaqmdigm Dio^ 
Jforrendumque rota ftrident , tr fk&a roeaimnr 

Erumpunt tervis fidgura honmbin ; 
Et fitmma vibrant , & vera tonitura xmcor 

Amiftis flammis infonuere polo : 
Excidit attonhis mens omnis , & Impetus omno*. 

Et cajfs demris irrita tela caittnt* 
'At panas fiigumt t 6^ (ceufaret Orcw^km^J) 

Infernis tenant cmiert ft tenebris* 
Cedite Romani ScriptareSj cedite Graii^ 

Et quos Fazna rectus* vtl celebravk anus: 
Hoc qniamqut leget , tantitm cecvujfe putabix 

Mmtidem Jfauu*, VirgUiam Gdkes*. 

Sajb^ EAjRKQ\r.-M-lX. 
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HE tf I beheld the Poet blind , yet bold r 
In (lender book His vaft defign unfold : 
MeJJUh crownM, God's reconciled decree r 
Rebelling Angels , the Forbidden Tree , 
Heav'n , Hell^Earth, Chaos*, All '. the argument 
Held me a- while mifdoubting His intent ; 
That He would ruin ( for I fair Him ftrong ) 
The Sacred Truths to fable, and oldfong ; 
( So Sampfon grop'd the temple's pofts in fpight )» 
The world o'erwhelming to revenge His fight. 

Yet as I read > foon growing lefs fevere , 
1 lik'd His projed, the fuccefs did fear ; 
Through that wide field how he his way should find» 
O'er which lame faith- leads understanding blind £. 
Left He perplex'd the things He would explain » 
And what was eafy , He should render vain* 

Or, if a work fo infinite He fpann'd , 
Jealous I was that fome lefs skilful hand 
(Such as difauiet alwayt what it well* 
And by ill imitating would excell) 



Might hence prefume, the whole creation's hf. 
To change in fcenes , and shew it in a Play. 

Pardon me , Mighty Poet ! nor defpife 
My caufelels, yet not impious, furmife. 
But I am now convinc'd, and none will dare 
Within Thy labors to pretend a share. 
Thou haft not mifs'd one thought that could be fit % 
And all that was improper doft omit : 
So that no room is here for writers left,. 
But to dete& their ignorance , or theft. 

That majefty which through Thy Work doth reign,; 
Draws the devout , deterring the profane : 
And Things Divine Thou treat'ft of in fuch ftatC; 
As them preferves, and Thee inviolate. 
At once delight and horror on us. feife , 
Thou fing'ft with fo much gravity and eafe ; 
And above human flight doft foar aloft , 
IWith plurAe fo ftrong , fa equal , and fo foft ! 
The bird nam'd from that Paradife You fing 
So never flags , but always keeps on wing. 

Where could'ft Thou words of fuch a compafs findf 
Whence furnish fuch a vaft expenfe of mind J 
Juft Heav'n Thee , like Tire/uj, to requite > 
Rewards with prophefy Thy lofs of fight. 

Well might'ft thou fcorn thy readers to allure 
With tinkling rhyme , of Thy own fenfe fecure ; 
While the Town-Bays writes all the while andfpells* 
And , like a pack-horfe , tires without his belli* 
Their fancies like our bushy-points appear * 
The poets jag them, we fox fashion wear* 



I to* transported by <he mode commend ; 
And while I mean to praife Thee , muft offend 
Thy verfe created like Thy Theme fuhlime ., 
Jn number, weight > and me»f»re t netds not rhyme* 

Andrev Marvel l» 
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THE 

VERSE. 

JL HE nuafure is English Heroic Vet{+ 
without Rhyme , as that of Homer in Greek*. 
and of Virgil in Latin ; Rhyme being no »e- 
eejfary adjuncl , or true ornament of Poem 
or good verfe ; in longer works efpecially : 
but the invention of a barbarous age > to fet^ 
off wretched matter and lame metre : graced 
indeed fince by the ufe of fome famous modern 
Poets carried away by cufiom ; but much to 
their own vexation , hindrance, and conflraint 
to exprefs many things otherw\fe , (and for 
the mqft part worfe ) than elfe fhty would 
have exprefi them- Not without caufe there- 
fore fome (both Italian and Spanish ) Poets 
of prime note have rejsfied Rhyme , both in 
longer and shorter works ; as have alfo long 
fince our befi English Tragedies ; as a thing 
ofitfelft to all judicious ears , trivial andoj 



m true mufical delight : which confifis only 
in apt numbers, fit quantity offyllabesy and 
the fenfe varioufly drawn out from one verfe 
into another : not in the jingling found of like 
endings ; a fault avoided by the learned An- 
tients both in Poetry , and all good Oratory. 
This negleft then of Rhyme fo Uttle is to b e 
taken for a defetl ; ( though it may feem fo 
ferhaps to vulgar readers) that H rather it 
to be efieemd an example jet, {the firfi in 
English , ) of anient I berty recovered to He- 
roic Poem , from the trouble-fome and modern 
Bondage of Rhyming. 
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PARADISE LOST. 

BOOK I. 



The A R G U M E N T. 

This firft book proposes , firft in brief, the 
whole fubje& , man's difobedience , and 
the lofs thereupon of Paradife wherein he 
was jilaced. Then touches the prune caufi 

. of his fall , the ferpent , or rather Satan 
in the ferpent ; who revoking from God , 
and drawing to his fide many legions of 
Angels , was by the command of God dri~ 
ven out of heaven with alt his crciv into 
the great deep. Which action pafVd over , 
the Poem hafles into the miiift of things , 
prefenting Satan with his Angels now 
fallen into hell, defcrib'd here , not in the 
centre ( for heay'n and earth may be 
Tome L A 
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fuppos'd as yet not made , certainly not 
yet accurs'd ) but in a place of utter dark- 
nefs, fitliejl call'd Chaos : Here Satan 
with his Angels lying on the burning lake, 
thunder-jbuck and ajionish'd , after a cer- 
tain fpace recovers , as from confufion , 
calls up him who next in order and digni- 
ty lay by him : they confer of their misera- 
ble fall. Satan awakens all his legions , 
who lay 'till then in the fame manner con- 
founded : they rife ; their numbers , amy 
of battel , their chief leaders namd , ac- 
cording to the idols known afterwards in 
Canaan , and the countries adjoining. To 
thefe Satan directs hisfpeech, comforts them 
with hope yet of regaining heaven : but tells 
them laftty of a new world ; and new kind 
of creature to be created ; according te an 
ancient prophecy or report in heaven : for 
that Angels were long before this via- 
ble creation , was the opinion of many 
ancient Fathers. To find out the truth of 
this prophecy , and what to determine the- 
reon , he refers to a full councilL What his 
affociates thence attempt. Pandemonium , 
the palace of Satan , rifes , fuddenly built 
out of the deep : the infernal peers there 
Jit in council. 
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F Man's firft difobedience , and the fruit 
Of that forbidden tree , whofe mortal tafte 
Brought death into the world , and all our woe* 
With lofs of Eden , till one Greater Man 
Reftore us, and regain the blifsful feat, 
Sing hcav'nly Mufe ! that on the fecret top 
Of Oreb , or of Sinai , didft infpire 
That f hepherd , who firft taught the chofen feed ,' 
In the beginning how the hcav'ns , and earth , 
Rofe out of Chaos. Or if Sion hill 
Delight thee more , ad Siloa's brook that fior'd 
Faft by the oracle of God ; I thence 
Invoke thy aid to my advent'rous fong : 
That with no middle flight intends to foar 
Above tli' Aonian mount , while it purfuei 
Things unattempted yet in profe or rhyme; 

And chiefly thou , O Spirit I that dolt j refer 
Before all temples th' upright heart and pure 9 
Inftrud me , for thou know.'ft : thou from t!ie firft' 
Waft prefent , and with mighty wings out-fprcad ^ 
Dove-like fat'ft brooding on the vaft Abyfs % 
And mad' ft it pregnant : what in me is dark » 
Illumine ! what is low , raife and fupport ! 
That to the height of this great argument 
1 I may aflcrt eternal Providence ? 
And juftifie the ways of God to men* 

Say firft , ( for heav'n hides nothing from tby} 
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Nor the deep tra& of hell ^ fay fufl what caufe 
Mov'd our grand Parents , in that happy (late 
Favour'd of heav'n fo highly , to fall off 
From their Creator , and tranfgrefs His will 
For one reflraint , lords of the world befides > 
Who firft fedue'd them to that foul revolt ? 
Th* infernal ierpent ! he it was , whofe guile , 
Stirr'd up with envy and revenge , decciv'd 
The mother of mankind , what time his pride 
Had caft him out from heav'n , with all his hoft 
Of rebel Angels : by vhofe a»d afpiring 
To fet himfelf in glory above his Peers , 
He trufted to have equall'd the Moft High , 
If He oppos'd : and with ambitious aim , 
Againft the throne , and monarchy of God , 
Rais'd impious war in heav'n, and battel proud » ' 
With vain attempt. Him the Almighty Pow'r 
Hurl'd headlong flaming from th' ethereal sky, . 
With hideous ruin and corr.buftion , down _ "i 

To bottomlefs perdition : there to dwell } 

In adamantine chains and penal fire 9 * 

Who durft defy th' Omnipotent to arms. 
Nine times the fpace that raeafures day and night 
To mortal men , he with his horrid crew 
Lay vanquish'd , rolling in the fiery gulf, ^ 

Confounded though immortal J But his doom 
RefcrvM him to mere wrath : for now the thought) 
Both of loft happinefs , and lading pin , 
Torments him. Round he throws his baleful eyes jj 
That witnefs'd huge affii&ion and difmay , 
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Mix'd with obdurate pride , and ftedfaft hate. 

At once , as far as angels ken , he views. 

The difraal Situation wafte and wild : 

A dungeon horrible , on all fides round , 

"As one great furnace , flam'd : yet from thofe £*• 

mes 
No light, but rather darknefs vifible , 
ServM only to difcover fights of woe , 
Regions of forrow ! doleful shades ! where peace 
And reft can never dwell ! hope never comes , 
That comes to all : but torture without end 
Still urges , and a fiery deluge , fed 
"With ever-burning fulphur unconfum'd ! 
Such place eternal jufcice had prepar'd 
For ihofe rebellious ; here their prifon ordain'd , 
In utter darknefs ; and their portion fee 
As far rcmov'd from God , and light of heav'n > 
As from the centre thrice to th' utmoft Pole. 
O how unlike the place from whence they fell ! 
There the companions of his fall , o'erwhelm'd 
Willi floods and whirlwinds of tempeftuous fire : 
He foon difecrns : and wclt'ring by his fide 
One next himfclf in power, and next in crime , 
Long after known in Palafline , and nam'd 
Bed {dub : To whom th' arch-enemy , 
( And thence in heav'n call'd Satan ) with bold 

words 
Breaking the horrid filence thus began. 

If thou beeft He .... But O how fall'n I how 
chang'd 

A* 
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From him , who in the happy realms of light 
Cloath'd with tranfcendent brightnefs , didft out- 
shine 
Myriads tho' bright ! If He , "whom mutual league , 
United thoughts and counfels , equal hope ; 
And hazard in the glorious enterprize , 
Join'd with me once , now mifery hath join'd 
In equal ruin J Into what pit thou feeft , 
From what height fall'n ; fo much the ftrcnger 

prov'd 
He with his thunder ! and till then who knew 
The force of thofe dire arms 3 Yet not for thofe ; 
Nor what the potent vi&or in his rage 
Can elfe inflict , do I repent , or change 
( Though chang'd in outward luftre) that fiVd mind 
And high difdain , from fenfe of injur'd merit : 
That with the Mightieft rais'd me to contend : 
An to the fierce contention brought along 
Innumerable force of fpirits arm'd , 
Thatdurft diflike his reign: and me preferring, 
His utmoft pow'r with adverfe pow'r eppos'd > 
In dubious battel on the plains of heav'n , 
And shook his throne. What tho* the field be loft \ 
All is not loft ; th* unconquerable will , 
And ftudy of revenge , immortal hate , 
And courage never to fubmit or yield ; 
( Aud what is elfe not to be overcome ? ) 
. That glory never shall His wrath or might 
Extort from me , to bow and fue for grace 
JJTith fuppliant knee , and deifie His pow'r % 
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XThft from the terror of this arm fo late 
Doubted His empire. That were low indeed 1 
That were an ignominy and shame beneath 
This downfal ! fince ( by fate ) the ftrength of Gods, 
And this empyreal fubftance cannot fail ; 
Since through experience of this great event, 
(In arms not wofe , in forefight much advane'd ,) 
We may , with more fuccefsful hope , refolve 
To wage by force or guile eternal war , 
Irrcconcileable to our grand foe : 
Who now triumphs , and in th' excefs of joy 
Sole reigning, holds the tyranny of heav'n. 

So fpake th* apoftate Angel , though in pain \ 
Vaunting aloud , but rack'd with deep defpair : 
And him thus anfwer'd foon his bold compeer. 

O Prince ! O chief of many throned Powers , 
That led th* imbattell'd Seraphim to war 
Under thy condu& ! and in dreadful deeds 
Fcarlefs, indanger'd heavVs perpetual King, 
And put to proof His high fupreraacy : 
Whether upheld by ftrength, or chance, or fate. 
Too well I fee and rue the dire event , 
That with fad overthrow and foul defeat 
Hath loft us heav'n : and all this mighty hoft 
In horrible definition laid thus low , 
As far as Gods, and heav'nly eflences , 
Can perish : for the mind and fpirit remains 
Invincible , and vigor foon returns , 
Though all our glory extinft, and happy ftate j 
Jiere fwallow'd up in endlefs mifery J 

A* 
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But what if He our conqu'ror ( whom I now 

Of force believe Almighty , fince no lefs 

Than fuch could haye o'erpowerM fuch force at 

ours) 
Have left us this our fpirit and ftrength entiere > 
Strongly to fuffer and fupport our pains ; 
That we may fo fuffice His vengeful ire , 
Or do Him mightier fervice , as His thralls 
By right of war , whate'er His bufinefs be , 
Here in the heart of hell to work in fire , 
Or do His errands in the gloomy Deep I 
"What can it then avail , though -yet we feel 
Strength undiminished, or eternal Being, 
To undergo eternal punkhment ? . . . . 
thereto with fpeedy words th' Arch-fiend reply'd. 

Fall'n Cherub ! to be weak is miferablc , 
Doing or furTcring : but of this be fure , 
To do ought good never will be our task 5 
But ever to do ill our fole delight : 
As being the contrary to his High will 
Whom we refift. If then His Providence 
Out of our evil feek to bring forth good , 
Our labor muft be to pervert that end , 
And out of good ftill to find means of evil : 
"Which oft-times may fucceed , fo as perhaps 
Shall grieve Him, (if I fail not,) and difturb 
His inmoft counfels from their deftin'd aim. 
But fee ! the angry victor hath recall'd 
His minifters of vengeance and purfuit , 
Back to the gates of hcav'n : the fulph'rous hail 
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Shot after us in ftorm, o'er- blown, hath laid 
The fiery furge , that from the precipice 
Of heav'n receivM us falling : and the thunder, 
Wing'd with red lightning and impetuous rage , 
Perhaps hath fpent his shafts , and ecafes new 
To bellow through the vaft and boundlefs Deep. 
Let us not slip th' occasion , whether fcorn. 
Or fatiate fury , yield it from our foe. 
Seeft thou yon dreary plain , forlorn and wild , 
The feat of defolation , void of light , 
Save what the glimmering of thefe livid flamei 
Cafts pale and dreadful > thither let us tend. 
From orT the tofling of thefe fiery waves ; 
Th« re reft , if any reft can harbour there : 
And re- aCfembling our afflicted pow'rs , 
Confult how Wi may henceforth moft offend 
Our enemy ; our own lofs how repair 5 
How overcome this dire cdamity ; 
What reinforcement we may gain from hope 5 
If not , what refclution from defpair. 

Thus StiTdn talking to his ncareft mate , 
With head up-lift above the wave, and eyef 
That fparkling blaz'd ; his other parts befides 
Prone on the flood , extended long and large 
Lay floating many a rood : in bulk as huge , 
As whom the fables name , of monftrous fiie > 
Branian , or Earth-born , that warr'd on Jove > 
llrareus » or Typhon , whom the den 
By ancient Tarflis held 5 or that fta-bcift 
Leviathan > which God of ail his, works 
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Created hugeft that fwim th J ocean ftreain : 

( Him , haply flumb'ring on the Norway foam , 

The pilot of fome fmall night- founder'd skiff, 

Deeming fome iiland , oft , as feamen tell , 

With fixed anchor in his fcaly rind , 

Moors by his fide under the Lee , "while night 

Invefts the fea , and wished morn delays. ) 

So ftrctchM out huge in length the Arch-fiend lay ; 

Chain'd on the burning lake : nor ever thence 

Had m\i, or heav'd his head, but that the will 

And high permiflion of all-ruling heaven , 

Left him at large to his own dark defigns : 

That with reiterated crimes he might 

Heap on himfelf damnation , while he fought 

Evil to others ; and enrag'd might fee , 

How all his malice ferv'd but to bring forth 

Infinite gbodnefs , grace , and ms rcy shewn 

On man by him feduc'S : but on himfelf 

Treble confufion , wrath , and vengeance pourM* 

Forthwith upright he rears from orTthe pool 

His mighty ftature ; on each hand the flames 

Driv'n backward flope their pointing fpires , and 

rowl'd 
In billows, leave i' th' midft a horrid vale. 
Then with expanded wings he fteers his flight 
Aloft , incumbent on the [dusky air , 
That felt unufual weight : till on dry land 
He lights , if it were land that ever burn'd 
; With folid , as the lake with liquid fire : 
And fuch appear'd in hue , as when the fores 
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Of fubterranean wind tranfports a hill 
Torn from Pelorus , or the shattered fide 
Ofthund'ring Mtna> whofe combuftible 
And fuel'd entrails thence conceiving fire , 
Sublim'd with mineral fury , aid the winds , 
And leave a finged bottom all involv'd 
With ftench and fmoke : fuch refting found the fol 
Of unblefs'd feet ! Him follow'd his next mate , 
Both glorying to have Tcap'd the Stygian flood » 
As Gods , and by their own recover' d ftrengthj 
Not by the fufPrance of fupernal pow'r. 

Is this the region , this the foil , the clime , 
( Said then the loft Arch- Angel ) this the feat , 
That we muft change for hcav'n } this mournful 

gloom 
For that cocleftial light ) be it fo ! fince He 
Who now is Sov'reign candifpofc, and bid 
What shall be right : fartheft from Him is beft, 
Whom reafon hath cqualTd , force hath made fn- 

preme 
Above his equals. Farewel happy fields , 
Where joy for ever dwells ! hail horrors ! hail 
Infernal world ! and thou profoundeft hell 
Receive thy new pofTeflTor ! One, who bringt 
A mind not to be chang'd by place or time, 
fhe mind is its own place , and in itfclf 
7an make a heav'n of hell , a hell of heav'n* * 
That matter where , if I be ftill the fame , 
ad what 1 should be , all but lefs than He 
horn thunder hath made greater } Here at led) 
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We shall be free 5 th* Almighty hath not builc 
Here for His envy 5 will not drive us hence : 
Here we may reign fecure ; and in my choice 
To reign is worth ambition , tho* in hell : 
Better to reign in hell , than fcrve in heav'n. 
But wherefore let we then our faithful friends , 
Th* a(Tociates and copartners of our lofs , 
Lye thus aftonish'd on th' oblivious pool , 
And call them not to share with us their part 
In this unhappy manlion : or once more 
With rallied arms to try , what may be yet 
Rcgain'd in heav*n , or what more loft in hell } 

So Satan fpake , and him Beelzebub 
Thus anfwer'd : Leader of thofe armies bright , 
Which but th* Omnipotent none could have foil'd! 
If once they hear that voice , their livelieft pledge 
Of hope in fears and dangers , heard fo oft. 
In worft extremes , and on the perilous edge 
Of battel when it rag'd , in all aflaults 
Their fureft fignal , they will foon refume 
New courage , and revive , tho* now they lye 
Grov'ling and proftrate on yon lake of fire , 
( As we erewhile , ) aftounded and amaz'd ; 
No wonder, fall'n fuch a pernicious height ! 

He fcarce had ccas'd , when the fuperior fiend 
Was moving tow'rd the shore : his pond'rous shield 
Ethereal temper , maflie , large and round , 
Behind him caft ; the broad circumference 
Hung on his shoulders like the Moon , whofe 
Juro* optic glafs the Tufcan artift views 
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At ev'ning , from the top of Fefale , 
Or in Valiarno , to defcry new lands , 
Rivers , or moutains , on her fpotty globe. 
His fpear , ( to equal which the tailed pine 
Hewn on Norwegian hills , to be th« maft 
Of fome great Ammiral, were but a wand) 
He walk'd with , to fupport uneafie ftcps 
Over the burning marie ( not like thofe ftepi 
On heaven's axure ! ) and the torrid clime 
Smote on him fore be fides , vaulted with fire. 
Nathlefs he fo indur'd , till on the beach 
Of that inflamed fea he ftood , and call'd 
His legions , Angel-forms , who lay inrrans'd , 
Thick as autumnal leaves that ftrow the brooks 
In Vallombrofa , where th' Etrurian shades , 
High over-arch'd imbow'r ; or fcatter'd fedge 
Afloat, when with fierce winds Orion arm'd 
Hath vex'd the Red-Sea coaft , whofe waves o'er* 

threw 
Bufiris t and his Memphian chivalry, 
While with perfidious hatred they purfu'd 
The fojourners of Goshen , who beheld 
From the fafe shoar their floating, carcafes, 
And broken chariot wheels : fo thick beftrown* 
Abjcd and loft lay tnefe , covering the flood , 
Under amazement of their hideous change. 
He calPd fo loud , that all the hollow Deep 
Of hell rcfounded : Princes, Potentates , 
[Warriors , the fiow'r of heav'n ! once yours , notr 

loft, 
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If fuch aftonishment as this can fcize 
Eternal fpirits : or have ye chos'n this place 
After the toil of battel to repofe 
Your wearied virtue , for the eafc you find 
To {lumber here, as in the vales of heaven 2 
Or in this abject pofture have ye fworn 
T'adore the conqueror J who now beholds 
Cherub and Seraph rowling in- the flood , 
With fcatterM arms and enfigns ; till anon 
His fwift purfuers from heav'n-gates difcern 
Th' advantage , and defcending tread us down 
Thus drooping ; or with linked thunder-bolts 
Transfix us to the bottom of this Gulph. 
Awake , arife , or be for ever fall'n ! 

They heard,and were abash'd, and up they fprunj 
Upon the wing ; as when men wont to watch 
On duty , deeping found by whom they dread , 
Rouxe and beftir themfelves ere well awake. 
Nor did they not perceive the evil plight 
In which they were , or the fierce pains not feel 5 
Yet to their General's voice they foon obey'd , 
Innumerable ! As when the potent Rod 
Of AmrarrCs fon , in JEgypfs evil day , 
Vav'd round the coaft , up call'd a pitchy cloud 
Of locufts, warping on the eaftern wind , 
That o'er the realm of impious Pharaoh hung 
Like night, and darken'd all the land of Nile: 
So numberlef* were thofe bad Angels , feen 
Hov'ring on wing under the cope of hell , 
.Twist upper, nether, and furrounding fires : 
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Till , as a (ignal giv'n, th* up-lifted fpear 
Of their great Sultan waving to dire& 
Their courie , in even ballance down they light 
On the firm brimftone , .and fill all the plain : 
A multitude !-like which the populous north 
Pour'd never from her frozen loins , to pafs 
Rhene or the Danaw , when her barbarous fons 
Came like a deluge on the fouth , and fpread 
Beneath Gibralter to the Libyan fands. 
Forthwith from ev'ry fquadron , and each band ,' 
The Heads and Leaders thither hafte where flood 
Their great Commander 5 God-like shapes and form! 
Excelling human , Princely Dignities , 
And Pow'rs ! that earft in heaven fat on thrones j 
Tho' of their names in heav'nly records now 
Be no memorial ; blotted out and ras'd , 
By their rebellion , from the books of life. 
Nor had they yet among the fons of Eve 
Got them new names 5 'till wand'ring o'er th<| 

earth , 
Thro' God's high fufferance for the tryal of man ^ 
By falfities and lies the greateft part 
Of mankind they corrupted , to fbrfake 
God their Creator , and th' invisible 
Glory of Him that made them, to transform 
Oft to the image of a brute , adorn'd 
With gay religions full of pomp and gold , 
And Devils to adore for Deities : 
Then were they known to men by various names 2 
And various idols thro' the heathen world. 



16 Paradise Lost. Book. I. 

Say , Mufe , their names then known ; who firft » 
who laft, 
RoufcM from the dumber , on that fiery couch , 
At their great Emperor's call, as next in worth 
Came fingly where he ftood , on the bare ftrand , 
While the promifcuous crowd flood yet aloof } 
The chief were thofe who , from the pit of hell 
Roaming to feek their prey on earth , durft fix 
Their feats long after next the feat of God , 
Their altars by His altar, Gods adorM 
Among the nations round, and durft abide 
Jehovah thund'ring out of Sion , thron'd 
Between the Cherubim ; yea , often plac'd 
Within His fan&u'ry it felf their shrines , 
Abominations ! and with curfed things 
His holy rites and folemn feafts profan'd , 
And with their darknefs durft affront his light. 
Firft Moloch , horrid King , befmear'd with blood 
Of human facrifice , and parents tears ; 
Tho', for the noife of drums and timbrels loud, 
Their childrcns cries unheard , that paft thro* fire 
Tho his grim idol. Him the Ammonite 
WorshipM in Rabba , and her wat'ry plain , 
In Argob , and in Bafan , to the ft re am 
Of utmoft Arnon, Nor content with fuch 
Audacious neighbourhood , the vifeft heart 
Of Solomon he led by fraud , to build 
His temple right againft the temple of God , 
On the opprobrious hill ; and made his prove 
The pleafant valley of Hinnon, Torket thence 

An* 
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And black Gehenna cali'd, the type of hell. 

Next Chemos , th* obfcene dread of Moab's fons > 

From Aroar to Nebo , and the Wild 

Of fouthmoft Abarim ; in Hefebon 

And Horonaim , Seon's realm , beyond 

The flow'ry dale of Sibma , clad with vines 5 

And Eleale to th' Afphaltic pool : 

Peor his other name , when he entic'd 

Ifrael in Sittim , on their march from Nz'fe , 

To do him wanton rites , which coft them woe. 

Yet thence his luftful orgies he inlarg'd 

Even to that hill of fcandal , by the grove 

Of Moloch homicide 5 luft hard by hate ; 

Till good Jofiab drove them thence to hell. 

"With thefe came they , who from the bord'ring 

flood 
Of old Euphrates , to th* brook that parts 
JEgypt from Syrian* ground , had general names 
Of Baalim, and Ashtaroth ; thofe male , 
Thefe feminine : ( For fpirits when they pleafe 
Can either fex aflume , or both ; fo foft 
And uncompoundcd is their efTence pure 5 
Not ty'd or manacled with joint or limb , 
Nor founded on the brittle ftrength of bones , 
Like cumbrous flesh ; but in what shape they chufe, 
Dilated or condensM , bright or obfeure , 
Can execute their airy purpofes , 
And works of love or enmity fulfil. ) 
For thofe the race of Ifrael oft forfook 
Their living ftrength , and unfrequented left 

Tom I. B 
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His righteous altar , bowing lowly down 

To beftial Gods ; for which their heads as lev 

Bow'd down in battel , funk before the fpear 

Of defpicable foes. With thefe in troop 

Came Afioreth , whom the Phoenicians call'd 

'Aftarte , Queen of heaven , with crefcent horns : 

To whofe bright image nightly by the moon , 

Siionian virgins paid their vows and fongs 5 

In Sion alfo not unfung , where flood 

Her temple on th' otfenlive mountain , built 

By that uxorious King , whofe heart , tho' large ; 

Beguil'd by fair idolatreflfes, fell 

To idols foul. Tliammm came next behind , 

Whofe annual wound in Lebanon allur'd 

The Syrian damfels , to lament liis fate 

In am'rous ditties all a fummer's day ; 

"While fmooth Adonis from his native rock 

Ran purple to the fea , fhppos'd with blood 

Of Thammu\ yearly wounded : the love-talc 

Infe&ed Sion's daughters with like heat ; 

Whofe wanton pa/lions in the facred porch 

Eqekiel faw , when , by the vifion led , 

His eyes furvcy'd the dark idolatries 

Of alienated Judah. Next came one 

Who mournM in carneft , when the captive Aik 

Maim'd his brute image , head and hands lopM off 

In his own temple , on the grunfel edge , 

W r here he fell flat, and sham'd his worshipers; 

Dagon his Name ; Sca-Monfter ! upward man 

And downward fish : yet had his temple high 
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Rear'd in A[otus 3 dreaded through the coaft 
Of PdUJtine, in Gath, and Afcalon, 
And Accaron , and Ga\a y s frontier bounds. 
Him follow'd Rimmon , whofe delightful feat 
Was fair Domafcus , on the fertil banks 
Of Abb ana , and Pharphar , lucid ft reams ! 
He alfo againft the houfe of God was bold : 
A leper once he loft , and gain'd a King , 
Ahai , his fottish conqueror , whom he drev 
God's altar to difparage , and difplace , 
For one of Syrian mode , whereon to born 
His odious off 'rings , an adore the Gods 
Whom he had vanquish'd. After thefe appearM 
A crew , who under names of old renown , 
OJiris , Ifis , Orus, and their train, 
With monftrous shapes and forcerics abus'd 
Fanatic JEgypt, and her priefts, to feek 
Their wandring Gods.difguis'd in brutish form*, 
Rather than human. Nor did Ifrail 'fcape 
Th* infection , when their borrow'd gold compos'd 
The calf in Oreb ; and the rebel King 
Doubled that fin in Bethel , and in Dan 7 
Lik'ning his Maker to the graicd ox , 
JJ.ovah ! Who in one night when he pafs'd 
From Mgypt marching , equal'd with one ftroke 
Both her firft-born and all her bleating Gods. 
Belial came laft , than whom a fpirit mors lewd 
Fell not from heaven , or more grofs to love 
Vice for itfelf : to him no temple flood , 
Ox altar fmok'd 5 yet who more oft than be 
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In temples , and at altars , when the prieft 
Turns atheift, as did Ely's fons , who fillM 
With luft and violence the houfe of God 3 
In courts and palaces he alfo reigns , 
And in luxurious cities , where the noife 
Of riot afcends above their loftieft tow'rs , 
And injury and outrage : and when night 
Darkens the ftreets > then wander forth the fons 
Of Belial , flown with infolence and wine : 
VPitnofs the ftreets of Sodom , and that night 
In Gibeah, when the hofpitable door 
Expos'd a matron , to avoid worfe rape. 

Thefe were the prime, in order and in might $ 
The reft were long to tell , tho* far renown'd , 
Th* Ionian Gods , ofjavan's iflue , held 
Gods , yet confefs'd later than heav'n and earth ; 
Their boafted parents. Titan , ( heav'n's firft-born, ) 
With his enormous brood , and birthright feix'd 
By younger Saturn : he from mightier Jove , 
( His own and Rhea's fon , ) like meafure found 5 
So Jove ufurping reign'd : thefe firft in Crete , 
And Iia known ; thence on the fnowy top 
Of cold Olympus ruPd the middle air , 
Their higheft heav'n ; or on the Delphian cliff, 
Or in Dodona , and thro* ail the bounds 
Of Doric land ; or who with Saturn old 
Fled over Airia to th' Hefperian fields , 
And o'er the Ccltich roam'd the utmoft ifles. 

All thefe and more came flocking, but with 
l«oks 
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Down-caft and damp ; yet fuch therein appear'd 
Obfcure fome glimpfe of joy , to have found their 

Chief 
Not in defpair , to have found themfelves not loft 
Inlofs itfelf ; which on his count'nance caft 
Like doubtful hue : but he his wonted pride 
Soon recolle&ing , with high words , that bore 
Semblance of worth , not fubftance , gently rais'd 
Their fainting courage , and difpell'd their fears. 
Then ftrait commands that at the warlike found 
Of trumpets loud , and clarions , be uprear'd 
His mighty flandard : that proud honor claim* d 
A\a.\d as his right , a Cherub tall ; 
"VTho forthwith from the glittering ftaff unfurl'd 
Th' imperial enfign ; which , full high avane'd , 
Shone like a meteor ftreaming to the wind , 
"With gems and golden luftre rich imblax'd, 
Seraphic arms and trophies ; all the while 
Sonorous metal blowing martial founds : 
At which the univerfal hoft up fent 
A shout that tore hell's concave 5 and beyond 
Frighted the reign of Chaot and old Night. 
All in a moment thro* the gloom were feen 
Ten thoufand banners rife into the air , 
With orient Colours waving : with them rofe 
A foreft huge of fpears ; and thronging helms 
Appeared , and ferried shields in thick array , 
Of depth immeafurable : anon they move 
In perfect Phalanx , to the Dorian, mood 
Of flutes , and fort recorders 5 fuch as raisM 
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To height of nobleft temper Heroes old 
Arming to battel ; and inftead of rage , 
Deliberate valor breath'd , firm , and unmov'd 
With dread of death to flight , or foul retreat $ 
Nor wanting pow'r to mitigate and fwage , 
.With folemn touches, troubled thoughts, and chafe 
Anguish, and doubt, and fear, and forrow, and pain, 
From mortal or immortal minds. Thus they 
Breathing united force , with fixed thought 
Mov'd on in filence to foft pipes , that charmM 
Their painful fteps o'er the burnt foil : and now 
Advanc'd in view , they ftand , a horrid front 
Of dreadful length , and darling arms , in guife 
Of warriors old with ordcr'd fpear and shield > 
Awaiting what command their mighty Chief 
Had to impofe : he thro' the armed files 
Darts his experiene'd eye , and foon traverfe 
The whole battalion views their order due ; 
Their vifages and ftature as of Gods ; 
Their number laft he fums. And now his heart 
Diftends with pride , and hard'ning in his ftrcngth 
Glories : for never fince created , man 
Met fuch imbodied force , as nam'd with thefe 
Could meriqgpore than that fmall infantry 
Warr'd on by cranes ; tho' all the Giant brood 
Of Phlegra with th* Heroic race were joinM , 
That fought at Thebes and Ilium on each fide , 
Mix'd with auxiliar Gods : and whatrefounds 
In fable or romance of Uther's fon , 
Begirt with British and Armoric Knights - y 
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And all who fince , baptii'd or infidel, 
Joufted in Afiramont, or Montalban s 
Damafco , or Morocco t or Trebijoni ; 
Or whom Biferta fent from Afric shoar , 
When Charlemain with all his Peerage fell 
By Fontarabbia. Thus far thefe beyond 
Compare of mortal prowefs , yet obferv'd 
Their dread commander : he , above the reft 
In shape and gufture proudly eminent , 
Stood like a tow'r : his form had yet not loft 
All her original brightnefs , nor appearM 
Lefs than Arch- Angel ruin'd, and th' excefs 
Of glory obfcurM : as when the fun new-ris'n 
Looks thro' the horizontal mifty air , 
Shorn of his beams ; or from behind the moon 
In dim eclipfe , difaitrous twilight sheds 
On half the nations , and with fear of change 
Perplexes monarchs ; darken'd fo , yet shone 
Above them all th* Arch-Angel : but his face 
Deep fears of thunder had intrench'd , and care 
Sat on his faded cheek , but under brows 
Ofdauntlefs courage, and confid'rate pride 
Waiting revenge : cruel his eye , but caft 
Signs of remorfe and paffion , to behold 
The fellows of his crime, the followers rather, 
( Far other once beheld in blifs ! ) condemn'd 
For ever now to have their lot in pain ; 
Millions of fpirits , for his fault amere'd 
Ofheav'n, and from eternal fplendors flung 
For his revolt 5 yet faithful how they ftood, 
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Their glory wither'd : as when heaven's fire 
Hath fcath'd the foreft oaks , or mountain pines ,' 
VPith finged top their ftately growth, tho' bare, 
Stands on the blafted heath. He now prepar'd 
To fpeak , whereat their doubled ranks they bend 
From wing to wing , and half inciofe him round 
With all his Peers : attention held them mute : 
Thrice he aflay'd , and thrice in fpight of fcorn , 
Thears fuch as Angels weep , burft forth ; at laft 
[Words interwove with fighs found out their way; 

O myriads of immortal fpirits ! O Pow'rs 
Matchlefs , but with th' Almighty , and that ftrife 
Was not inglorious , tho' th' event was dire , 
As this place teftifies , and this dire change , 
Hateful to utter : but what pow'r of mind , 
Forefecing , or prefaging , from the depth 
Of knowledge paft or prefent , could have fear'd, 
How fuch united force of Gods , how fuch 
As ftood like thefe, could ever know repulfe ? 
For who can yet believe , tho' after lofs , 
That all thefe puiflfant legions , whofe exile 
Hath emptied heav'n , shall fail to re-afcend , 
Self-rais'd, and re-poflefs their native feat $ 
For me be witnefs all the hoft of heav'n , 
Jfcounfels different, or danger shun'd 
By me , have loft our hopes : but he who reigns 
Monarch in heav'n , till then as one fecure 
Sate on His throne , upheld by old repute , 
Confent , or cnftom , and his re^al ftatc 
Put forth at full, but ftill His ftrength concealM , 

"Which 
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"Which tempted our attempt , and wrought our fall. 
Henceforth His might we know, and know our own ; 
$o as not either to provoke , or drcan 
New war , provok'd. Our better part remains 
To work in clofe defign, by fraud or guile , 
What force effected not : that He no lefs 
At length from us may find , who overcomes 
By force > hath overcome but half his foe. 
Space may produce new worlds 5 whereof fo rife 
There went a fame in heav'n, that He ere-ions; 
Intended to create 5 and therein plant 
A generation , whom His choice regard 
Should favor equal to the fons of heav'n : 
Thither , if but to pry , shall be perhaps 
Our firft eruption , thither or elfewhere : 
For this infernal pit shall never hold 
Celeitial fpirits in bondage, north'Abyfs 
Long under darknefs cover . . . But thefe thoughts 
Full counfel muft mature : Peace is defpair'd , ' 
For who can think fubmiflion J War then , war 
Open or understood muft be refolv'd. 

He fpake : and to confirm his words out- flew 
Millions of flaming fwords , drawn from the thighs 
Of mighty Cherubim : the fudden blaze 
Far round illumin'd Hell ; highly they rag'd 
Againft the Higheft, and fierce with grafped arms 
Clash'd on their founding shields the din of war. 
Hurling defiance toward the vault of heav'n. 

There ftood a hill not far , whofe grifly top 
Belch'd fire and rowling fmoke $ the rt&tax\i^ 
Tome L C 
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Shone with a glofly fcurf 5 ( undoubted fign 

That in his womb was hid metallick ore , 

The work of fulphur ) thither wing'd with Q*ed 

A numerous brigad haften'd : as when bands 

Of pioneers , with fpade and pickax arm'd , 

Forerun the royal camp : , to trench a field , 

Or caft a Rampart : Mammon led them on , 

Mammon , the leaft erected fpirit that fell 

From heav'n : for ev'n in heav'n looks and thoughts, 

Were always downward bent 5 admiring more 

The riches of heavVs pavement , trodden gold , 

Than ought divine or holy elfe , enjoy'd 

11 vifioh beatific : by him fori 

Men alfo„ and by his fuggeflion taught , 

Ranfack'd the centre , and with impious hands 

Rifled the bowels of their mother earth 

For treafares better hid. Soon had his crew 

Open'd into the hill a fpacious wound , 

And dig'd out ribs of gold. ( Let none admire 

That riches grotr in hell 5 that foil may beft 

Deferve the precious bane. ) And here let thofe- 

Who boaft in mortal things , and wond'ring tell 

Of Babel , and the works of Memphian Kings , 

Learn how their greatcft monuments of fame, 

And ftrength , and art , are eafily out-done 

By fpirits reprobate ? and in an hour, 

What in an age they with inceirant toil , 

And hands innumerable , fcarce perform 

Nigh on the plain in many cells prepar'd ," 

That underneath had veins of liquid fire 
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Sluc'd from the lake , a fecond multitude 
With wondrous art found out die maffy ore ; 
Severing each kind, and fcumm'd the bullion drofs ; 
A third as foon had form'd within the ground 
A various mold ; and from the boiling cells 
By ftrange conveyance fillM each hollow nook : 
As in an Organ , from one blaft of wind , 
To many a row of pipes the found-bdardt>reathf. 
Anon out of the earth a fabric huge 
Rofe like an exhalation , with the found 
Of dulcet fymphonies , and voices fweet ; 
Built like a temple , where pilafters round 
Were fet , and Doric pillars , overlaid 
With golden architrave : nor did there want 
Cornice , or freeze , with bofly fculptures grav'n ^ 
The roof was fretted gold. Not Babylon f 
Nor great Alcairo , fuch magnificence 
Equall'd in all their glories , to inshrine 
Belus , or Scrapis , their Gods ; or feat 
Their Kings , when AZgypt with AJfyria {trove 
In wealth and luxury. Th' afcending pile 
Stood fixt her (lately height : and ftrait the doori 
Op'ning" their brazen folds , difcover wide 
.Within, her ample fpaces, o'er the fmooth 
And level pavement : from the arched roof, 
Pendent by fubtle magic , many a row 
Of ftarry lamps, and blaiing creflfets, fed 
With Naphtha and Afphaltus , yielded light 
As from a sky. The hairy multitude 
Admiring enter'd , and the work feme praife, 

C z ' 
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And fomc the architect : his hand was known 
In heav'n by many a towred ftructure high , 
.Where fceptred angels held their residence , 
An4 Tat as Princes 5 whom the fupreme King 
Exalted to fuch pow'r , and grave to rule , 
Eacfr in his Hierarchy , the Orders bright 5 
Nor was his name unheard , or unador'd , 
In ancient Greece 5 and in Aufonian land 
Men call'd him Mukiber 5 and how he fell 
From heav'n they fabled , thrown by angry Jove 
Sheer o'er the chryftal battlements 5 from morn 
To noon he fell , from noon to dewy eve , 
A fummer's day ; and with the fetting fun 
Drop'd from the Zenith like a falling ftar, 
On Lemnos th' JEgean ifle : thus they relate , 
Erring ; for he with this rebellious rout 
Fell long before ; nor ought avail'd him now 
T'have built in heav'n high tow'rs ; nor did he fcape 
By all his engins , but was headlong font 
.With his induftrious crew to build in hell. 

Mean while the winged heralds by command 
Of foy'reign pow'r , with awful ceremony 
And trumpets found , throughout the hoft proclaim 
A folemn council forthwith to be held 
At Pandamonium , the high Capital 
Of Satan and his Peers : their fummons call'd., 
From ty^jy band and fquared regiment, 
By place or choice the worthieft , they anon 
With hundreds, and with thoufands , trooping came 
Attended : all accefs was throng' d : the gates 
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And porches wide , but chief the fpacious hall 
( Though like a cover'd field, where champions bold 
Wont ride in arm'd , and at the Soldan's Chair 
Defi'd the beft of Panim chivalry 
To mortal combat , or carriere with lance ) 
Thick fwarm'd , both on the ground , and in the air, 
Brush'd with the hifs of rutting wings. As bees 
In fpring time , when the fun with Taurus rides^ 
Pour forth their populous youth about the hive 
In clufters 5 they among fresh dews , and flowr's » 
Fly to and fro , or on the fmoothed plank , 
( The fuburb of their ftraw-built cittadel , ) 
New rub'd with baulm , expatiate , and confer 
Their date-affairs : fo thick the aery crowd 
Swarm' d, and were ftreighten'd; till the fignal giv'n t 
Behold a wonder ! they but now who feem'd 
Jn Bignefs to furpafs Earth's Giant fons , 
Now lefs than final left dwarfs , in narrow room 
Throng numberlefs , like that Pygmean race 
Beyond the Indian mount ; or Fairy Elves j 
Whofe midnight revels , by a foreft fide , 
Or fountain (bine belated peafant fees > 
Or dreams he fees ; while over-head the moon 
Sits arbitrefs, and nearer to the earth 
Wheels her pale courfe 5 they on their mirth and 

dance 
Intent , with jocund mufic charm his ear : 
At once with joy , and fear , his heart rebounds. 
Thus incorporeal fpirits to fmalleft forms 
Reduc'd their shapes immenfe 5 and were at large 4 
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Though without number ftill , amidft the hall . 
Of that infernal court. But far within , 
And in their own dimensions like themfelves , 
The great Serapliic Lords , and Cherubim , 
In dole recefs > and fecrct conclave fat 5 
A thoiifand Demi-Gods on golden feats , 
Frequent and full I After short filence then , 
And fommona read , the great confult began* 



The end ofthefrjl Book* 
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TheARGUMENT. 

The confultation begun , Satan debates whe- 
ther another battel be to be hazarded for 
the recovery of heaven : fome advife it , 
others dijfuade. A third propofal is pre- 
fer d /'mentioned before by Satan, tofearck 
the truth of that prophecy or tradition in 
heaven concerning another world , and* ano- 
ther kind of creature > equal , or not muck 
inferior to themfelves, about this time to 
be created : their doubt who shall be fent 
on this difficult fearch : Satan their Chief 
undertakes alone the voyage ; is honor i 
and applauded. The council thus ended , 
the reft betake them feveral ways , and to' 
fevered imployments , as their inclinations 

C 4 
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lead them , to ■ entertain the time 'till 
Satan return. He pajfes on his journey to] 
hell gates , finds them shut , and who fat 
there to guard them , by whom at length 
they are opend, and Sfcover to him the 
great gutpk between hell and heaven .• 
with what difficulty he paffes through , 
directed by Chaos , the Power of that 
place, to the fight of this new world which 
he fought. 



H. 



. I 6 H on a throne of royal ftate , which far 
Outshone the wealth of Ormus , and of Ind ; 
Or where the gorgeous eaft with richeft hand 
ShoVrs on her Kings Barbaric pearl , and gold , 
Satan exalted fat, by merit rais'd 
To that bad eminence : and from defpair 
Thus high uplifted beyond hope , afpires 
Beyond thus high ; infatiate to purfue 
Vain war with heav'n 5 and by fuccefs untaught , 
His proud imaginations thus difplay'd. 

Powers j and Dominions , Deities of heav'n ! 
( For Cnce no Deep within her gulph can hold 
Immortal vigor , though opprefs'd and fall'n , 
I give not heav'n for loft : from this defceut 
Celeftial virtues riling ♦ will appear 
More glorious and more dread than from no fall , 
And truft themfelves to fear no fecond fate. ) 
Me though juft right , and the fix'd laws of heav'a 
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Did firft create your Leader ; next , free choice ; 
With what befides, in council or in fight, 
Hath been atchiev'd of merit : yet this loft 
. Thus far at leaft recover'd , hath much more 
Eftablish'd in a fate unenvied throne , 
Yielded with full confent. The happier Gate 
In heav'n , which follows dignity , might draw 
Envy from each inferior : but who he*re 
Will envy whom the higheft place expofef 
Fore moil to ftand againft the Thunderer's aim , 
Your bulwark ; and condemns to greateft share 
Of endlefs pain 5 Where there is then no good 
For which to ftrive , no ftrife can grow up there 
From faction : for none fure will claim in hell 
Precedence ; none , whofe portion is fo fmall 
Of prefent pain, that with ambitious mind 
Will covet more ! With this advantage then 
To union , and firm faith , and firm accord , 
More than can be in heaven , we now return 
To claim our juft inheritance of old , 
Surer to profper than prosperity 
Could have aflur'd us : and by what be ft way > 
Whether of open war , or covert guile , 
We now debate : who can advife may fpeak. 

He ceas'd ; and next him Moloc > t fceptred King* 
Stood up , the ftrongeft and the fieceft fpirit 
That fought in heav'n , now fiercer by defpair ; 
His treft was with th' Eternal to be deem'd 
Equal in ftrength , and rather than be lefs , 
Car a d not to be at all 5 with that care loft 
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Went all his fear : of God , or hell , or worfe , 
He reck'd not ; and thefe words thereafter fpake t 

My fentence is for open war : of wiles , 
More unexpert , I boaft not : them let thofe 
Contrive who need 5 or when they need , not now : 
For while they fit contriving, shall the reft. 
Millions that (land in arms , and longing wait 
The fignal to ajcend , fit lingering here 
Heav'n's fugitives , and for their dwelling-place 
Accept this dark opprobrious den of shame » 
The prifon of His tyranny who reigns 
By our delay J No ! let us rather chufe , 
Artn'd with hell flames and fury , all at once 
O'er heav'n's high tow?rs to force refiftlefs way," 
Turning our tortures into horrid arms 
Againft the torturer : when to meet the noife 
Of His Almighty engin He shall hear 
Infernal thunder ; and for lightning , fee 
Black fire , and horror , shot with equal rage 
Among His Angels : and His throne itfelf 
Mixt with Tartarean fulphur , and ftrange fire , 

His own invented torments But perhaps 

The way feems difficult , and fteep , to fcale 
With upright wing againft a higher foe. .... 
Let fuch bethink them , ( if the fleepy drench 
Of that forgetful lake benumb not ftill ) 
That in our proper motion we afcend 
Up to our native feat : defcent and fall • 
To us is adverfe. Whe but felt of late , 
When the fierce foe hung on our broken Rcre 
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In faking , and purfu'd us through the Deep , 
With what compulsion , and laborious flight , 
We funk thus low J Th afcent is eafie then ; 
Th* event is fear'd 5 should we again provoke 
Our ftronger , fome worfe way His wrath may find 
To our deftru&ion : ( if there he in hel 
Fear to be worfe deftroy'd ) What can be worfe 
Than to dwell here , driv'n out from blift 1 coo- 

demn'd 
In this abhorred deep to utter woe ! 
Where pain of unextinguishable fire 
Mud exercife us , without hope of end , 
The vaflals of His anger , when the fcouxge 
Inexorably , and the torturing hour , 
Calls us to penarcc ? more deftroy'd than thus , 
We should be quite abolish 'd , and expire. 
What fear we then f what doubt we to incenfe 
His utmofr ire f which to the height enrag'd-, 
Will either quite confume us , and reduce 
To nothing this efiential ; happier far , 
Than miferable to have eternal Being. 
Or if our fubftance be indeed divine > 
And cannot ceafe to be , we are at worft 
On this fide nothing : and by proof we feel 
Our power fufficient to difturb His heav'n , 
And with perpetual inrodes to alarm, 
Though inacceflible , His fatal throne : 
Which, if not victory , h yet revenge. 

He ended frowning , and his look denounced 
Pefperate revenge , and battel dangerous 
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To left than Gods. On th* other fide uprofe 
Belial , in a& more graceful and humane : 
. A fairer perfon loft not hcav'n 5 he feem'd 
For dignity composed , and high exploit : 
But all was falfe and hollow : though his tongue 
DropM Manna , and could make the worfe appear 
The better re a Con , to perplex and dash 
Matureft counfels 5 for his thonghts were low : 
To vice induftrious , but to nobler deeds 
Timorous , and flothtul : yet he pleas'd die ear , 
And wit perfuafive accent thus began. 

I should be much for open war , O Peers , 
As not benind in hate , if what was urgM 
Main reafon to perfuade immediate war , 
Did not diffuade me moft ; and feem to caft 
Ominous conje&ure on the whole fuccefs ; 
When he who moft excels in fa& of arms , 
In what he counfels , and in what excels , 
Miftruftful , grounds his courage on defpair , 
And utter diifblution , as the fcope 
Of all his aim , after fome dire revenge. 
Firft , what revenge ) The towr's of heav'n are filltf 
With armed watch , that render all accefs 
Impregnable : oft on the bordering Deep 
Encamp their legions ; 6r with obfeure wing , 
Scout far and wide into the realm of night, 
Scorning furprixe. Or could we break our way 
By force , and at our heels all hell should rife 
With blackeft infurre&ion , to confound 
HeavVs pureft light j yet our great enemy „ 
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All incorruptible , would on His throne 
Sit unpolluted ; and th' ethereal mold 
Incapable of (lain , would foon expel 
Her mi (chief , and purge off the baier fire , 
Vi&orious. Thus repulsed , our final hope 
Is flat defpair : we muft exafperate 
Th' Almighty Victor to fpend all His rage , 
And that muft end us ; that muft be our cure 
To be no more. • . . Sad cure ! for who would lofe, 
Though full of pain , this intellectual Being ; 
Thofe thoughts , that wander through etlrnity > 
To perish rather , fwallow'd up and loft 
In the wide womb of uncreated night , 
Devoid of fenfe and motion f And who knows » 
( Let this be good ) whether our angry foe 
Can give it , or will- ever ; how He can , 
Is doubtful ; that He never will, is fure. 
Will He , fo wife , let loofe at once His ire » 
Belike through impotence , or unaware , 
To give His enemies their wish , and end 
Them in his anger , whom His anger faves 
To punish cndlefs * . . . . Wherefore ceafe we then \ 
Say they who counfel war 5 We are decreed , 
Referv'd, and deftin'd to eternal woe : 
Whatever doing , what can we fuffer more ; 
What can we fuffer worfe ? .... Is this then worft, 
Thus fitting , thus confulting , thus in arms ? 
What ! when we fled amain , puifu'd , and ftrook 
With heav'n's afHiding thunder , and be fought 
The Deep to shelter us \ This hell then feem'd 
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Counfcl'd ignoble etfe , and peaceful (loth , 
Not peace : and after him thus Mammon fpake. 

Either to di fin throne the King of heav'n 
"We war, if war be beft, or to regain 
Our own right loft : Him to unthrone we then 
May hope , when everlafting Fate shall yield 
To fickle Chance > and Chaos judge the ftrife : 
The former vain to hope , argues as vain 
The latter : for what place can be for us 
.Within heav Vs bound , unlefs heav'n's Lord A 

preme 
We jover-power ? Suppofe He should relent 
And publish grace to all , on promife made . 
Of new fubjeftion : with what tycs oould we 
Stand in His pre fence humble , and receive 
Stri& laws impos'd , to celebrate His throne 
With warbled hymns , and to his Godhead ling 
Forc'd Hallelujahs * while He lordly fits 
Our envy'd Sov'reign, and His altar breathe* 
Ambrofial odors * and Ambrofial flow'rs , 
Our fervile offerings ! This mult be our task 
In heav'n , this our delight ; how wearifbme 
Eternity fo fpent , in worship paid 
To whom we hate ! Let us not then purfue 
By force impoflible , by leave obtain'd 
Unacceptable , though in heav'n , our Hate 
Of fplendid vaflalage : but rather feek 
Our own good from ourfelves > and from our ov 
Live to ourfelves j though in tliiT vaft recefs,, 
free , and to none accountable 5 preferring 
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fclard liberty before the eaiie yoke 
Of fervile pomp. Our greatnefs will appear 
Then moft confpicuous , when great things of fmall, 
Ufeful of hurtful, profperous of adveffe 
"We can create 5 and in what place foe'er 
Thrive under evil , and work eafe out of pain , 
Through labor and' indurance. This deep world 
Of darknefs do we dread > how oft amidfV 
Thick clouds and dark, doth heav'n's all-ruling Sire 
Chufe to rcfide , His glory unobfcur'd ? 
And with the majefty of darknefs round 
Covers His throne ; from whence deep thunders roar 
Muft'ring their rage , and heav'n re fe rabies hell ? 
As He our darknefs , cannot we His light 
Imitate whe we pleafe * This defert foil 
Wants not her hidden luftre , gems , and gold : 
Nor want we skill or art , from whence to raife 
Magnificence ; and what can heav'n f hew more ? 
Our torments alfo may in length fcf time 
Become our elements ; thefe piercing fires 
As foft as now fevere , our temper chang'd 
Into their temper 5 which muft needs remove 
The fenfible of pain. All things invite 
To peaceful counfels , and the fettled date 
Of order, how in fafety beft we may 
Compofe our prefent evils , with regard 
Of what We are , and were ; difmiflfing quite 
All thoughts of war ... Ye have what I advife. 

He fcarce had finish'd , when fuch murmur fill'4 
TV alTembly , as when hollow rocks retain 
Tome L D 
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The found of bluft'ring winds , which all night long 

Had roui/d the fea , now with hoarfe cadence lull 

Sea-faring men o'erwatch'd , whofe bark by chance, 

Or pinnace , anchors in a craggy bay 

After the tempeft : fuch applaufe was heard 

As Mammon ended , and his fentence pleas'd , 

Adviiing peace. For, fuch another field 

They dreaded worfe than hell : fo much the fear 

Of thunder , and the fword of Michael , 

Wrought ftill within them ; and no lefs defire 

To found this nether empire , which might rife , 

By policy, and longprocefs of time , 

In emulation opppfite to heav'n. 

.Which when Beelzebub perceiv'd ( than whom, 

Satan except , none higher fat ) with grave 

Afpe& he rofe , and in his rUing feem'd 

A pillar of Gate : deep on his front engraven > 

Deliberation fat , and public care $ 

And princely counfel in his face yet shone , 

Majeftic though in ruin i fage he flood , 

With Atlantean shoulders fit to bear 

The weight of mightieft monarchies ; his look 

Drew audience , and attention ftill as night > 

Or fumtoer's noon- tide air ; while thus he fpake. 

Thrones, and Imperial Pow'rs offspring of heav'n, 
Ethereal virtues ! or thefe titles now 
Mult we renounce , and changing ftyle , be call'd 
Princes of Hell 1 For, fo the popular vote 
Inclines , here to continue , and build up here 
A growing empire ; doubtlefs I while we dream, 
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And know not that the King of heav'n hath doom'4 
This place our dungeon ; not our fafe retreat 
Beyond his potent arm , to live exempt 
From heav'n's high jurifdi&ion , in new league 
Banded againft His throne ; but to remain 
Jn ftriaeft bondage ,. though thus far remov'd, 
Under th' inevitable curb , referv'd 
His captive multitude : for He , be Aire , 
In height , or depth , /till firft and laft will reign 
Sole King , and of His kingdom lofe no part 
By our revolt ; but over hell extend 
His empire , and with iron fceptre rule 
Us here , as with his golden thofe in heav'ri. 
What fit we then proje&ing peace and war ? 
War hath determin'd us, and foiTd with lofs 
Irreparable ; terms of peace yet none 
Vouchfaf M, or fought : for what peace will be giv'a 
To us enflav'd, bat cirftody fevere , 
And itiipes , and arbitrary punishment 
Infliaed 3 and what peace can we return r 
But , to our pow'r , hoftility , and hate , 
Untam'd reluctance, and revenge ; though flow , 
Yet ever plotting how the conqueror leaft 
May reap His conqueft ; and may leaft rejoice 
In doing ; what we moft in fuffering feel 2 
Nor will occasion want, nor shall we need 
With dangerous expedition * to invade 
Heav'n , whole high wails fear no aflault or iiege, 
Or ambush from the Deep : what if we ; find 
Some eafiei enterprise J There is a place , 

D 2. 
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( If ancient and prophetic fame in heav'n 
Err not ) another world , the happy feat 
Of fome new race call'd Man ; about this time 
To be created like to us , though lefs 
In pow'r and excellence , but favor'd more 
Of Him who rules above : fo was His will 
Pronounc'd among the Gods , and by an oath , 
That shook heavVs -whole circumference , con- 
fined. 
Thither let us bend all our thoughts , to learn 
.What creatures there inhabit , of what mold , 
Orfubftance, howendu'd, and what their pow'r, 
And where their weaknefs , how attempted beft, 
By force , or fubtilty. Though heav'n be shut , 
And heavVs high arbitrator fit fecure 
In his own ftrength, this place may lie expos'd, 
The utmoft border of His kingdom , left 
To their defence who hold it : here perhaps 
Some advantageous ad may be atchiev'd 
By fudden onfet , either with hell fire 
To wafte His whole creation ; or pofTefs 
All as our own , and drive ( as we were driv'n ) 
The puny habitants 5 or if not drive , 
Seduce them to our party , that their God 
May prove their foe , and with repenting hand 
Abolish His own works. This would furpafs 
Common revenge , and interrupt his joy 
In our confufion , and our joy upraife 
In His difturbance 5 when His darling fons , 
Hurl'd headlong to partake with us , shall curfe 
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Their frail original , and faded blifs : 
Faded fo foon ! Advife if this be worth 
Attempting , or to fit in darknefs here 
Hatching vain empires .... Ihus Beelzebub 
Pleaded his devilish counfel , fir ft devis'd 
By Satan , and in part propos'd : for whence , 
But from the author of all ill, could fpring 
So deep a malice , to confound the race 
Of mankind in one root , and earth with hell 
To mingle and involve , done all to fpite 
The great Creator f But their fpite (till ferves 
His glory to augment. The bold defign 
Meas'd highly thofe infernal States , and joy 
Sparkled in all their eyes ; with full aflent 
They vote whereat his fpeech he thus renews. 

Well have ye judgM, well ended long debate » 
Synod of Gods • and , like to what ye are , 
Great things refolv'd : which from the loweft deep 
Will once more lift us up , in fpite of Fate , 
Nearer our ancient feat ; perhaps in view 
Of thofe bright confines, whence with neighbouring 

arms, 
And opportune excursion , we may chance 
Re-enter hcav'n : or elfe , in fome mild Zone 
Dwell not unvifited of heav'n's fair light , 
Secure , and at the brightening orient beam 
Purge off this gloom : the foi't delicious air , 
To heal the fear of thefe corrofive fires , 
Shail breathe her balm • • • But fob whom shall we 
fend 
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In fearch of this new world ; whom shall we find 
Sufficient f Who shall tempt with wand'ring feet* 
The dark , unbottom'd , infinite Abyfs , 
And through die palpable obfcure find out 
His uncouth way ; or fpread bis aery flight , 
Up- born with indefatigable wings 
Over the vaft abrupt, e'er he arrive 
The happy ifle t What ftrength , what art can then 
Suffice , or what evafion bear him fafe 
Through the ftrid fenteries , and Rations thick 
Of angels watching rouad r Here he had need 
All circumfpedion ; and we now no lefs 
Choice in our fuffrage : for , on whom we fend » 
The weight of all , and our laft hope , relies. 

This laid, he fat ; and expe&ation held 
His look fufpenfe , awaiting who appear'd 
To fecond or oppofe , or undertake 
The perilous attempt : but all fat mute , 
Pondering the danger with deep thoughts ; and each 
In others countenance read his own difmay , 
Aftonish'd I None, among the choice and f rime 
Ofthofe heav'n-warring champions, could be found 
So hardy , as to proffer , or accept 
Alone , the dreadful voyage : till at laft 
Sitan , whom now tranfeendent glory rais'd 
Above his fellows , with monarchal pride 
( Confcious of higheft worth ) unmov'd thns fpake« 

O Progeny of heav'n , empyreal Thrones I 
With reafon hath deep file nee , and demur , 
Seiz'd us , though undifmay'd ; long is the way 
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And hard , that out of hell leads up to light : 
Our prifon ftrong ; this huge convex of fire > 
Outragious to devour , immures us round 
Ninefold : and gates of burning adamant 
Barr'd over us , prohibit all egrefs. 
Thefe pafs'd ( if any pafs ) the void profound 
Of unefiential night receives him next 
Wide gaping ! and with utter lofs of Being 
Threatens him , plung'd in that abortive gulf. 
If thence he fcape into whatever world , 
Or unknown region , what remains him left 
Than unknown dangers , and as heard efcape $ 
But I should ill become this throne , O Peers 1 
And this imperial fov'reignty , adorn'd 
With fplendor, arm'dwith pow'r, if ought proposM 
And judg'd of public moment , in the shape 
Of difriculty, or danger, could deter 
Me from attempting. Wherefore do 1 aflame 
Thefe Royalties , and not refufe to reign, 
Refuting to accept as great a share 
Of hazard , as of honor , due alike 
To him who reigns , and fo much to him due 
Of hazard more, as he above the reft 
High-honor'd fits f Go therefore , mighty Powers t 
Terror of heav'n , though falPn ! intend at home , 
{ While here shall be our home) what beft may ea& 
The prefent mifery , and render hell 
More tolerable ; if there be cure , or charm » 
To refpite , or deceive , or flack the pain. 
Of this ill aunfioiu Inceunic no watch 
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Againft a wakeful foe , while 1 abroad , 
Through all the coafts of dark deftruttion , feek 
Deliverance for us all : this enterprize 
None shall partake with me . . . . Thus faying rofe 
The Monarch , and prevented all reply : 
Prudent, left, from his refolution raisM , 
Others among the chief might offer now 
( Certain to be refus'd ) -what erft they fear'd ; 
And fo refus'd , might in opinion ftand 
His rivals ; winning cheap the high repute , 
Which he through hazard huge muft earn. But they 
Dreaded not more th' adventure , than his voice 
Forbidding ; and at once with him they rofe : 
Their riling all at once was as the found 
Of thunder heard remote. Tow'rds him they bend 
With awful reverence prone ; and as a God 
Extol him equal to the higheft in heav'n : 
Nor faiPd they so exprefs how much they prais'd 
That for the general fafety he defpis'd 
His own : ( for neither do the fpirits damn'd 
Lofe ail their virtue 5 left bad men should boaft 
Their fpecious deeds on earth, wihich glory excites 5 
Or clofe ambition vanish'd o'er with xeal. ) 
Thus they their doubtful confutations dark 
Ended, rejoicing in their roatchlefs Chief: 
As when from mountain- tops the dusky clouds 
Afcending, while the north- wind deeps, o'er-fpread 
HeavVs chearful face , the low'ring clement 
Scowls o'er the darken'd landfchape fnow,or show'r : 
U chance the radiant fun with farewel fwect 

Extend 
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Extend his ev'ning beam , the fields revive , 
The birds their notes renew , and bleating herd* 
Attcft their joy* that hill and valley rings. 
O shame to men ! Devil with Devil duna'd 
Firm concord holds , men only difagree 
Of creatures rational » though tinder hope 
Ofheav'nly grace : and , God proclaiming .peace* 
Yet live in hatred , enmity and ft rife 
Among themfelves , and levy cruel wart , 
.Wafting the earth , each other to deftroy : 
As if (which might induce us 1 to accord) 
Man hid not hellish -foes enow betides* 
That , day and nigh , for his deftru&ion wait.' 

The Stygian council thus difiblv'd $ and forth 
In order came the grand infernal Peers : 
Midft came their mighty Paramount > and feem'A 
Alone th' antagonift of heav'n , nor lefs 
Than hell's dread Emperor , with pomp fuprcme* 
And God- like imitated date. Him round 
A globe -of fiery Seraphim inclos'd , 
With brigh imblazonry , and horrent arm* • 
Then , of their feflion ended they bid cry 
With trumpets regal found t$K great refult :" 
Tow'rds the four winds four fpeedy Cherubim 
Put to their mouths the founding alchymy , 
By herald's voice explatn'd : the hollow Aby(sJ 
Heard far and wide , and ail the hoft of hell 
>With deaf nin g shout returned them loud acclaim* 
Thence mere at eate their JUAds > aadfomew^t 
rais'd r • " ..""*. 

Joml, £ 
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By falfe prefumptuous hope , the ranged Pow'rs 
Disband, and wand'ring, each his feveralway 
Purfues , as- inclination or (ad choice 
Leads him pecplex'd , whose, he may likelieft find 
Truce to his reALefe thoughts , and entertain 
The irkfome hour*,, till his* grjeat Chief refuuu 
Part on the plaitt* or in the 1 air fublima 
Upon the wing , or ift fwifis race contend , 
As at th' Objmpiam games , or Pythian fields- : 
Part curb their fiery fteeds , or shun the goal 
With rapid wheels » or fronted- brigade forau 
As when , to wanbproud. cities , war appear*. 
WagMin the troubled sky, and armies rush 
To battel iff the. cloudy ; before-each van 
Prick forth.th&aer^Kaightsi and couch their fpearc 
TrlLthickeft legions dpfe.; withfeaths* of arms 
From cither end of. heay'n the welkin burns. 
Others-, with. vaft TJipfeftz n rage, morA fell! 
Rend up bathi rock* and hiUs, and ride the air 
In whirlwind : heal; fcarae holds the wild uproar. 
As when . ALci&n from OechdU exown'd 
With conqueft , felt th' iavenom'd robe , and tore> 
Through paimup by the roots TktffdUn, pines 5 
And Lichas from the- top- of Oeta threw: 
Into iWEubxnc Sfea. Others more mild , . 
Ketrcatedin a.filent, valley , fing 
With notes. Angelical to many, a harp . 
•Shew owncheooio deed's* and Hapief»$tf~ 
B^.cVnanLbfJiSiUttt japd octafMifc.tfeat £tt , : 
Free virtue should inthrall to force > ol dU&cej 
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Their fong was partial ; bat the harmony 
( What could it left ▼hen fpirits immortal fing > ) 
Sufpended heU , and cook with ravishment 
The thronging audience. In difcourfe more fVeet f 
( For eloquence the foul, fong charms the fenfe) 
Others apart fiat on a hill retirM , 
In thoughts more derate , and reafon'd high , 
Of providence, foreknowledge, will, and fate ; 
Fix'd fate , iVeowill , foreknowledge abfolutc ; 
And found no end , in wandring mazes loft. 
Of good , and evil , much they argu'd then , 
Of happinef* , and final mifery , 
PaAW , and apathy , and glory , and shame : 
Vain wifdom all , and falfe philofophy ! 
Yet, with a pleafing forcery, could charm 
Pain for a wnile , or anguish ; and excite 
Fallacious hope, or arm th' obdurate breaft 
VPith ftubborn patience, as with triple fteel. 
Another part , in squadrons and grofs bands » 
On bold adventure to difcoyer wide 
That difmal world ( if any clime perhaps 
Might yield them eafier habitation ) bend 
Four ways their flying march , along the banfcl 
Of four infernal rivers , that difgorge 
Into the burning lake their baleful ftreams : 
Abhorred Styx , the flood of deadly hate $ 
Sad Acheron, of forrowj black and deep! 
Cocytus ; nam'd of lamentation loud 
Heard on the rueful ftream : fierce Phlegtton J 
JPhofc waves of torrent fire inflame with ragw 

Ev 
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Far off from thefe , a flow and filent ftream , 
Lethe , the river of oblivion, rolls 
Her wat'ry labyrinth 5 whereof who drinks , 
Forthwith his former ftate and Being forgets , 
Forgets both joy , and grief, pleafure , and pain. 
Beyond this flood a frozen continent 
Lies dark , and wild ; beat with perpetual ftorms 
Of whirlwind , and dire hail $ which on firm land 
Thaws not , but gathers heap , and ruin feems 
Of ancient pile : all elfe , deep fnow and ice : 
A gulf profound ! as that Serbonian bog 
Betwixt Damiata , and mount Cafius old , 
Where .armies whole have funk : the parching air 
Burns frore , and cold perfoms th' efFeft of fire. 
Thither by harpy-footed furies baTd , 
At certain revolutions , all the damn'd 
Are brought ; and feel by turns the bitter change 
Of fierce extremes, extremes by change more fierce ! 
From beds of raging fire to ftarve in ice 
Their fort ethereal warmth , and there to pine 
Immoveable., infix'd * and frozen round , 
Periods of time *, thence hurried back to fire* 
They ferry over this Lethaan Sound 
Both to and fro > .their forrow to augment, 
And wish, and ftruggle as they pafs 9 to reach 
The tempting ftream , with one (mall drop to lofc 
In fwcet forget fulnefs all pain and woe , 
All in one moraenp, and fo near the brink : 
But Fate withftands , and to oppofe th' attempt 
Medufa wixhGorgonian terror guarflt 
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The ford , and of itfelf the -water flies 

All tafte of living wight ; as once it fled 

The lip of Tantalus. Thus roving on 

In confus'd march forlorn th' advent'rons bands, 

iWith shudd'ring horror pale, and eyes argaft, 

View'd firft their lamentable lot , and found 

No reft : through many a dark and dreary vale 

They pafs'd , and many a region dolorous , 

O'er many a frozen , many a fiery Alp , 

Rocks , caves, lakes , fens, bogs, dens., and shades 

of death j 
A univerfe of death r which God by enrfe 
Created evil ; for evil only good , 
Where alllife dies', death lives, and nature breeds 
Perverfe , alL rnonftrous , all prodigious things , 
Abominable , inutterable 5 and worfe 
Than Fables yet have feign'd , or fear concciv'd , 
Corgdns, and Hydras , and Chimeras dire. 

Mean while the adverfavy of God and man 
Satan , with thoughts inflam'd of higheft defign. 
Puts onfwift wings, and tow'rds the gates of hell - 
Explores his folitary flight : fomethnes 
He (cours the right-hand coaft , fometimes the left : 
Now shaves with level wing the Deep 3 then foar* 
Up co the fiery concave tow'fing high. 
As. when far off at fea a fleet defcry'd , 
Hangs in the clouds, by Equinoctial winds 
Clofe failing from Bengala, or the ifles 
Of Ttritofe, and Tidore, whence merchants bring 
Their fpicy drugs : they on. the trading flood 
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Through the wide jEthiopian > to the Cape 

Ply , ftemming nightly tow'rd the Pole : fo feem'd 

Far off the flying Fiend. At laft appear 

Hell bounds, high-reaching $o the horrid roof $ 

And thrice threefold the gates : three folds weft 

brafs , 
Three iron , three of adamantine rock 5 
Impenetrable , impal'd with circling fire » 
Yet unconfum'd* Before the gates there fat 
On either fide a formidable shape j 
The one feem'd woman to the waift , and fair £ 
But ended foul in many a fcaly fold > 
Voluminous and vaft ! a ferpent arrn'd 
v With mortal fting : about her middle round 
A cry of hell-hounds never chafing .hark'd 
With wide Cerberian mouths full loud, and rung 
A hideous peal : yet, when they lift, would creep » 
if ought difturb'd their noife , into hex womb, 
And kennel there ; yet there ftiil bark'd, and howl'd 
Within , unfeen. Far lefs ahhor'd than thefe 
VexM Scylla, bathing in the fea that parts 
Calabria from the hoarfe Trinacrian shore : 
Kor uglier follow the Night-hag , when cali'ct 
In fee ret > riding through the air she conies 
JLur'd with the ftnell of infant-blood , to dance 
With Laplajii witches , while the lab'ring Moos 
Eclipfes at their charms. The other shape 
( If shape it might be calTd , that shape had none 
Diftinguisbable in member , joint » or limb 5 
Or fubjjfoice might be .calTd that shadow feejn'4 , 
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For each feem'd either : ) black it ftooda* night , 
Fierce as ten Furies , terrible asfcejl , 
And shook a dreadful dart : what feem'd his head , 
The likenefs of a Kingly crown had on* 
Satan was now at hand , and from his feat 
The moniter moving , onward came as fall 
With horrid ftrides : hell trembled as he ftrode* 
Th* undaunted fiend what this might be admir'd 5 
Admir'd , not fearM ; God and his Son except , 
Created thing naught valued he , ner shun'd 5 
And with difdamful look thus firft began. 

"Whence , and what, art thou ! execrablt $hape ! 
Thar dar*ft , though grim and terrible , advance 
Thy mif-created front athwart my way 
To yonder gates ? through them I mean to pafs , 
That be aflurM, without leave ask'd of thee. 
Retire, or tafte thy fotty , and learn by proof, 
Hell- born ! not to contend wkh fpkits of hcav'n. 

Tp whom the Goblin fall of wrath ireply'd ; 
Art thou that Traitor- Angei , art thou He , 
Who firft broke peace infeeav'n, «nd faith, till theft 
Unbroken 5 and in proud rebellious arms 
Drew after him the third part of heavVs fons , 
ConjurM againft the Higheft 5 for which both th&n 
And they , oirrcaft from God, are here condemn'4 
To wafte eternal days in woe and pain ? 
And reckon'!* thou thy felfwrth fpirics of hcav'n , 
Hell-doom'd ! and breath'ft defiance here and fcorn, 
Where I reign King , and to enrage thee more, 
Thy King , and Lord t Back to thy ptntishmeat » 

E4 
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Jpalfe fugitive ! and to thy fpeed add wings J. 
Left with a whip of fcorpions I, purfue 
Thy lingering 5 or witjh one ftroke of this dart 
Strange horror fei*e thee , and pangs unfelt btefpre^. 

So fpake thfe griefly Terror, and in shape , 
( So fpeaking ,. and fo threatning ) grew tenfold. 
More dreadful and deform. On tfr' other fide. 
Jncens'd with indignation Satan flood, 
Unterrify'd ;- and like a Comet burn'd * 
That fires the- length of Qphiucus. huge • 
In th* arctic sky , and from his horrid hai* 
Shakes peftilcnce apd war. Each at the Jiead 
Level'd his deadly aim ; their fatal hands 
No fecond ftroke. intend : and fuch a. frown 
Eachcaft at th' other, as when two hlack clouds;. 
Witkheav'n-'s artil'ry fraught, come rattling on>- 
Oyer rl>e Cafpian; then ftand; front to front , 
JHov'rtog a.fpacft , till winds tjie fignal blow, 
To join their dark encounter in mid. air : . 
So froyn'4 the mighty combatants , that hell 
Grew darker ai their frown : fomatchM tieyftpoct^ 
For never- but once more was either like 
To. meet fo great a foe. And now great deeds 
Had been atchiev'd, whereof all hell had rung*, 
JKad not the fnaky. forcer^ fs that fat. 
Faft by hell*gate, and kept the fatal key,. 
Rfs'n, and with hideous outcry rusb'd between.. 

O father ! what intends thy hand , she cry'cV^ 
Againft thy only fon-i What fury , O fon, 
?offejfe« thce^ to ber^dthat nwoal dajt 
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Againft thy father's head J and know'ft for whom ^ 
For Him who fits, above , and laughs the while 
At thee , ordain'd his drudge , to execute 
Whate'er his wrath , which He calls juftice , bids J 
His wrath , which one day will deftroy-ye both i 

She fpake > and ax her. words the-hellish peft 
Forbore 5 then thefe to her Satan return'd. 

So ftrange thy outcry > and thy words fo ftran$fi 
Thou interpofeft, that my fudden hand # 
Prevented > fpares. to tell, thee yet by deeds 
What it intends ; till firft I know of thee » 
What thing thou art, thus.double-form'd.j andwhyi 
in this infernal vale firft met , thou call'ft 
Me father , and that phanta'm call'ft my fon : 
I know thee not y nor ever faw till now 
Sight more dcteftable than him , and thee. 

T" whom thus the portrefs of hell-gate reply.'d t 
Haft thou forgot me then , and do 1 feern 
Now in thine eye fo foul I once deemM fo fair. 
In heav'n !> when at th' affembly , and i.n fight 
Of all the Seraphim , with thee combin'd 
In boM confpiracy againft heavVs King , 
All on a fudden mi&rable pain 
Surprix'd thee x dim thine eyes » and dizzy fwum. 
In darknefs. ; while thy head flames thick and faft. 
Threw forth 5 till on the lejt fide op'ning wide , . 
Likeft to thee in shape , and count'nance bright ,. . 
Then shining heav'nly fair, a Goddefs arm'd,. 
Out of thy head I fprung : amazement feiz'd 
AU th* hoft of heav'm 5 back they recoii'd ,_ afraid 
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At firft , and call'd me Sin ; and for a fign 
Portentous held me : but familiar grown, 
I pleas'd * and with attra&ive graces iron 
The moft averfe , thee chiefly , wo full oft 
( Thy felf in me thy perfed image viewing ) 
Eecam'ft inamorM , and fuch joy thou toofc*ft 
.With me in fecret , that my womb conceived 
A growing burthen. Mean while war arofe , 
And fields were fought in heaven ; wherein remain'4 
( For what could elfe ? ) to our Almighty foe 
Clear victory ; to our part lofs , and rout > 
Through all the empyrean : down they fell 
Driv'n headlong from the pitch of heaven 9 down 
Into this Deep ; and in the gen'ral fall 
I alfo : at which time this pow'rful key 
Ir^to .my hand was griv'n , with tharge to keep 
Thefe gates for ever shut , which none can pafe 
Without my op'ning. Penfive here I fat 
Alone , but long I fat not , till my womb 
Pregnant by thee , and now exceflfive grown , 
Prodigious motion felt , and rueful throes ! 
At laft this odious offspring whom thou feeft, 
Thine own begotten , breaking violent way 
Tore through my intrails ; that with fear ? and pain 
Diftorted > all my nether shape thus grew 
Transfbrm'd. But lie, my inbred enemy 
Forth-ifiVd , brandishing his fatal dart > 
Made to deftroy : I fled , and cry'd out Death ! 
Hell trembled at the hideous name , and figh'd 
From all her caves , and ba ok refoonded , Death f • 
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\ fled , but he purfuM ( though more , it feems , 
Jnflam'd with luft than rage ) and , Iwifter far : 
Me overtook his mother , all dtfmay'd : 
And in embraces forcible., and.JfoiUj 
Ingendring with me , of that .rape begot 
Thefe yelling mongers 5 -that with ceafetefs cry 
Surround me , as afcou faw*ft ; hourly .fonqeiv^ 
And hourly born , twifh 'fbrrow infinite 
To me ! For , when -they lift , into the womb 
That bred them they return 5 and howl 9 and gnaw; 
My bowels., their repaft : then bur fling fortfi » 
Afresh with confcious terrors vex me rounfl > 
That reft, or intermiflkm none I find- 
Before mine .eyes in opposition fits 
Grim Death , my fon and foe : wtho fees them on » 
And ,me his parent would foU foon devour 
For want of other prey , burthat he fcnows 
His end with mine involvM : and knows that X 
Should prove a bitter morfei , and his bane , 
Whenever that shall be; fo Fate pronouncM. 
But thou O father \ 1 forewarn rhee , shun 
His deadly arrow 5 neither vainly hope 
To be invulnerable in thofe bright arms , 
Though tempered <heav*nly :; .foz that anortal dint £ 
Save He who reigns above , none *an refift ! 

She finishM* and the fubtUe fond : his lore 
Soon leacnM, now milder, and thus igaArer'diinootlv 

Dear daughter I fioee thou clatsn'ffc me for -thy 
fire , 
And my tair fon here .show^:me(«the^arpU4^P 
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Of dalliance had with thee in heaven , and joys 
Then fweet, now fad to mention , thro' dire change 
Befall'n us , unforefeen , unthought of ! ) know 
I come no enemy , bat to fet free 
From out this dark and difmal houfe of pain, 
Both him , and thee , and all the heay'nly hoft 
Of fpirits that (in our juft pretenfes arm'd, ) 
Fell with us from on high : from them I go 
This uncouth errand fole ; and one for all 
Wyfelf expofe , with lonely fteps to tread 
Th'< unfounded Deep , and through the void im* 

menfe 
To fearch with wandring queft a place foretold 
Should be, and, by concurring figns , e'er-now 
Created , vaft and round ; a place of blifs 
In the pourlieues of heav'n , and therein plac'd 
A race of upftart creatures : to fuppry 
Perhaps our vacant room ; though more remov'd , 
Left heav'n furcharg'd with potent multitude 
Might hap to move new broils. Be this , or ougfa 
Than this more fecret , now defign'd , I hafte 
To know : and this once known , shall foon return-, 
And bring ye to the place where Thou , and Death, 
Shall dwell at eafe , and up and down unfeen 
Wing filently the buxom air , knbalm'd 
With odors : there ye shall be fed, and filTd 
Immeafurably , all things shall be your prey. 
He ceas'd, for both fcenr ? d highly pleas'd , and. 

Death 
Grinn'd horrible a ghaftly fmile , to heat 
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His famine should be fill'd $ and bleft his maw 
Deftin'd to that good hour : no lefs rejoic'd 
His mother bad , and thus befpake her fire : 

The key of this infernal pit by due , 
And by command of heav'n's all-pow'rful King" ,' 
1 keep ; by Him forbidden to unlock 
Thefe adamantine gates > againft all force 
Death ready ftands to interpofe his dart , 
Fearlefs to be o'ermatch'd by living might* 
But what owe 1 to His commands above 
"W-ho hates me , and hath hither thruft me dowH> 
Into this gloom of Tartarus profound , 
To fit in hateful office here confin'd , «> 
Inhabitant of hcav'n, and heav'nly-born, 
Here in perpetual agony , and pain , 
With terrors , and with clamors compafs'd round i 
Of mine own brood , that on my bowels feed ? 
Thou art my father , thou my author , thou 
My Being gav*ft me ; whom should I obey 
But thee f whom follow 1 thou wilt bring me foo^ 
To that new world of light and bjift , among 
The Gods who li*e at eafe , where I shall reign 
At thy right hand voluptuous , as befeems 
Thy daughter , and thy darling, without end. 
Thus faying , from her fide the fatal key , 
" Sad inftrument of all our woe ! she took ; 
And towards the gate rolling her beftial train* 
Forthwith the huge portcullis high up-drew ; 
Which but her felf , not all the Stygian Pow'rs 
Could ojDttgfcftYC moVd j then, in the key-hole turns} 
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Th' intricate wards , and every bolt and bar 

Of mafly iron, or folid rock , with cafe 

Unfaftens i on a fudd'en open fly , 

With impetuous recoil , and jarring found , 

Th' infernal doors , and on their hinges grata 

Harsh thunder-, that the- loweft bottom shook * 

Of Erebus* She open'd > but to shot 

ExcellM her pow'r ; the gates wide open, flood , 

That with extended wings a banner'd ho£b , 

Under fpread enfigna marching, might pals through: 

With hcrfer,, and chaxiocs, rank'din loofe array, 

So wide they, ftood ! and-,. like a furnace mouth , 

Caft forth redounding fmoke , and ruddy flame* 

Before their tyts in fodder* view appear 

The fecrets of the hdary Deep 5 a dark 

Illimitable ocean ! without bound , 

Without dimension ; where length , breadth, and 

height,. 
And time , and place are loft ; where eldeft Nigh$ 
And Ckaos , asceilors of Nature , hold 
Eternal anarchy , anmlfi: the noife 
Of endlefs wont , and: by confufioo (bud: ' 
For , hoc^ coka* moift , and dry , fiaar champieuUf 

. fierce > 
Strive here for maft'ry y and to battel bring 
Their embryon atoms ; they around the flag 
Of each his. sa&ion , in their fertol clans , 
Light-ararM , or heavy ,. sharpv finooth y fwift 9 of 
' flows 
i p ay uhaai ^ uiwuimbej r d y.ria> Cmfr. 



Book II. Paradise Lost. 6| 

Of Bar-ca , or Cyrene's torrid foil , 

Levy'd to fide with warring winds, and poife? 

Their lighter wings. To -whom thefe mod adhere » 

He rules a moment : CJuzoi umpire fits , 

And by decifion more emhroils the fray , 

By which he reigns : next him high arbiter 

Chance governs all. Into this wild abyfs > 

( The womb of nature, and. perhaps her grave ) 

Of neither fea , nor shoar , nor air , nor fire*. 

But all chefe in their pregnant caufes mix'd 

Conrus'dly ,- and which thusmuft ever fight , 

( Unlcfs th' Almighty Maker them ordain 

His dark material* to create more worlds ) 

Into this wild abyfs the wary fiend 

Stood on the brink of hell , and look'd a-vhile > 

Pond'rtng his voyage ; ( for no narrow frith 

He had -to cxofs ) :. nor was his ear lefs peaTd 

With noifes loud , and ruinous , ( to compare 

Great things with fmall ) than when Bellona ftoamftj 

With all he* battering engins bent to rafe 

Some capital city 5. or lefs than if this frame 

Of heav'n were falling, and thefe elements 

In mutiny had fcom her axle torn 

The fteadfeft earth* At la& his fail-broad vani 

He fpreads for flight* and in. the furging fmoke 

Up-lifted fpurns the groand: thence many a league. 

As in a cloudy chairs attending rides 

Audacious ; but that feat (boa failing, meeti 

A vaft. vacuity v ail: unaware* 

Flutr/xing )uf*genn^^vaia, ; pluab doanUie dropi 



64 Paradise Lost. Book II. 
Ten tlioufand fathom deep : and to this hour 
Down had been falling > had not by ill chance 
The ftrong rebuff of fome tumultuous -cloud , 
Inftind with fire and nitre , hurried him 
As many miles aloft : that fury ftay'd , 
^uench'd in a boggy Syrtis , neither fea , 
Nor good dry land ," nigh founder* d on he fares >" 
Treading the crude confidence , half on foot , 
Half flying 5 behooves him now both oar and fai 
As when a gryfbn , through the wildernefs 
With winged courfe o*er hill , or moory dale , 
Purfues the Arimafinan , who by fteaith 
Had from his wakeful cuftody purloin'd 
The guarded gold : fo eagerly the fiend 
. O'er bog or fteep , through ftrait , rough , denfe 1 

rare > 
With head, hands, wings, or feet, purfues his waj 
And fwims , or finks , or wades , or creeps, or flie 
At fength a univerfal hubbub wild 
Of ftunning founds , and voices all confus'd , 
Born through the hollow dark aflaults his ear 
With loudeft vehemence : thither he plies , 
Undaunted to meet there whatever Pow'r, 
Or fpirit, of the nethermoft abyfs, 
Might in that noife refide , of whom to ask 
Which way the neareft coaft of darknefs lies, 
Bordering on light : when ftrait behold the throi 
Of Cltaos , and his dark pavilion fpread 
Wide on the wafteful Deep * with him inthronM 
Sat fafele-vtfted Night, eldcjfc of things , . 
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The confort of his reign : and by them flood 
Orchus , and Ades , and the dreaded name 
Of Demogorgon : Rumor next , and Chance , 
And Tumult , and Confufian all imbroil'd , 
And Difcori with a thoufand various mouths. 
T* whom Satan turning boldly, thus ... Ye Pow^r** 
And fpirits , of this nethermoft abyfs , 
Chaos , and Ancient Night ! I come no fpy 
With purpofe to explore , or to difturb , 
The fecrets of your realm ; but, by conftrainr 
Wand'ring this darkfome defart, as my way 
Lies through your fpacious empire up to light ,. 
Alone , and without guide , half loft , 1 feek 
.What readicft path leads where your gloomy 

bounds 
Confine with heav'n : or if fome other place 
From, your dominion won , th.' ethereal King; 
Poflefles lately j thither to arrive. 
I travel^ this Profound,: direct my. coarfe r ' 
Directed , no mean recompenfe it brings 
To your behoof: if 1 that region loft , 
All usurpation the ace expell'd , reduce 
To her original darknefs , and your fway , 
( Which ia my prefenx journey ) and once mora 
Ere& the ftandard there of [Ancient Nighty 
Yours be th' advantage all,. mine the revenge!'. 

Jhus Sdtan ; and huh thus the anarch old , 
With fault'ring fpeech ,' and vifage incomposM',. 
Anfv^r'd. I know thee, ftranger, who thou art: »» 
Hut mighty leading Angel who of late 
Tom IL ft* 
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Made head againft heavVs King , tho' overthrown 3 
I faw , and heard ; for fuch a num'rous hod 
Fled not in filence through the frighted Deep , 
'With ruin upon ruin > rout on rout , 
Confufion. worfe confounded $ and heav'n-gatel 
Pour'd out by millions her victorious bands 
Purfuing. I upon my frontiers here 
Keep residence ; if all I can will ferve > 
That little which is left fo to defend , 
Encroach'd on ftill through our inteftine broilef » 
"Weak'ning the fceptre of old Night : firft hell , 
Your dungeon , ftretching far and wide beneath : 
Now lately heav'n , and earth , another world 
Hung o'er my realm , linkM in a golden chain , 
To thar fide heav'n from whence your legions felL 
If that way be your walk , you have not far ; 
So much the nearer danger : go , and fpeed ! 
Havoc, and fpoil, and ruin are my gain. 

He ceas'd , and Satan ftaid not to reply , 
But glad that now his fea should find a shore £ 
With fresh alacrity , and force renew'd, 
Springs upwards , like a pyramid of fire , 
Into the wild expanfe ; and through the shock 
Of fighting elements , on all fides round 
Environ'd, wins his way : harder befet , 
And more endanger'd , than when Argo pafs'<f 
Through Bofphorus , betwixt the juftUng rocks J 
Or when Ulyjfes on the Larboajrd shunn'd 
Charybiis , and by th* other whirlpool ftecrM. 
So he with difficulty , and labor hard 
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Mov'd on : with difficulty and labor lie 5 
But he once paft , Coon after , when man fell , 
Strange alteration ! Sin , and Death , a-maia 
Following his track ( fucn wad the will «rf heav'« < J. 
Pav'd after him a broad and beaten way 
Over the dark abyfs , whofe foiling gul£ 
Tamely endurM a bridge of wond'rous length , 
Prom hell continu'd , reaching th* utmoft orb 
Of this frail world ; by which the fpirits perverfe 
With ean*e intercourfe pa fs to and fro , 
To tempt or punish mortals , except whom 
God and good Angels guard bjr fpscial grace* 

But now at laft the &csed influence 
Of light appear* , and from the w^llaof heav'a 
Shoots far into the bo£»m ftf -dim n§(1tt . 
A glimmering -daw* : tattWatuBefiift begins 
Her fartheft verge . «ad Chaos «o retire , 
As from her aumoft works »iuflfcea4o<f » 
With tumultleR , and •«•£]* left faifl&le din ; 
That Satan with lefs tdSU wnd now with eafe > 
Wafts on the calmer wave by dubious light > 
And like a weather-beaten veffel holds 
Gladly the port , though shrouds and tackle torn : 
Or in the emptier wafte > refembling air , 
Weighs his fpread wings , at leifure to behold 
Far off th* empyreal heav'n , extended wide 
In circuit, undeterxnin'd fquare or round : 
With opal tow'rs , and battlements adorn'd 
Of living faphir, (once his native feat ! ) 
And faft by , banging in a golden chain * 
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This pendant world , in bignefs as a ftar 
Of fmalleft magnitude, clofe by the moon; 
Thither full fraught with, mischievous revenge £_. 
jioem'd, andina curied.boHrhchie« v 
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PARADISE LOST. 

■——■— — — — p i " 

BOOK IIL. 

The ARGUMENT. 

God fitting on his throne fees Satin fying to* 
words this world , then newly created ; 
shews him to the Son who fat at his rigfit 
hand !•; foretells- the fuccefs of Satan in per- 

■ verting mankind .♦• clears his own jujike 
mid wifdom from all imputation , having 
created Man free,, and able enough to have 
withjlood his tempter ; yet declares his pur- 
jofe of grace towards him, in regard he fell 

' not of his own malice , as did Satan , but by 
hunfeduc'd.TkeSon of God renders praifes 
U Ms Father for the manifefiation of his 
gracious purpofe towards, Man ; but God 
again declares , that grace cannot be exteri- 
aedtouwds Man wit/iota the fatisfa&ion of 
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divine hfiice ; Man hath offended the mi-* 
jejfy of God by afpbring to Godhetd , and 
therefore with, all his progeny devoted to 
death muftdie , unlefsfome one van -be found 
fiifficient to anfwerfor his offeiife , and un- 
dergo his punishment. The Son of God freely 
offers himfelf a ranfom for Man : the Fa- 
ther accepts him , ordains his incarnation , 
pronounces his exaltation above all names 
in heaven and earth j commands all the An- 
gels to adore him ; they obey , and hymning 
to their harps in full choir 9 celebrate the 
Father and the Son. Mean while Satan 
alights uoon the bare convex of this world's 
outermojt orb; where wandring he firjl finds 
a place , Jince call'd the Limbo of Vanity ; 
what perfons and things fly up thither ; 
thence comes to the gate of heaven , defcrib d 
afcending by Hairs , and the waters above 
the firmament that flow about it : hispa£a- 
ge thence to the orb of the fun : he finds there 
Uriel the regent of that orb ; but jirft chan- 
ges himfelf into the shape of a meaner An- 
fel ; and pretending a jealous dejire to be- 
old the new creation , and Man whomGod 
hath plac'd here, inquires ofhim.tke place 
of his habitation , mi is titn&*d ; flights 
jurft on mount -NipliBtef* 
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L AXL holy light , offspring -o£-heay*ft firfkborjij. 
Or of th* eternal co-eternel beam ! 
May I exprefs thee unblarriM t fmot Gfidif Ugb*» 
And never bat in unapproalhed light 
Dwelt from eternity ; dwelt .then in abee , 
Bright effluence of bright eflence increatc I 
Or hcar'ft thoa rather pure .ethereal ftseam , 
Whofe fountain who .shall tell ificfofctthe fun » . 
Before the heavens thou were. , land .at the v**ee 
Of God, as with a mantle didfiiirveft . 
The rifing world of waters dark and sleep , 
Won from the void .and fbrmiefs Infinite* 
Thee I -re-vifit now with bolder wing , 
Efcap'd the Stygian pool , tho' kmg detained 
In that obibnre ibjourn $ whale ui my flight 
Through otter and through middle darionfifs tarn i 
"With other .notes than to ta* Orphean Ayue , 
I fung of Chaos , and eternal Night ; 
Taught by tfee heav'nly ttuft 10 remnie down 
The dark defoent, and up so a&>a&end^ 
Tho' hard , and race ! Thee I te^vifit fafe r 
And feel thy (bv'aeign vital lamp : d>ut fthou 
Re-w£t'4ii0t4ihefe<eyes , .that rojwi ia-vain 
To find thy piercing ray,. and find no dawn ; 
So thick a Drop Same hath quench'd «htir «rbs *. ■ 
Or dim fnfiauost wciftl 1 Yet not die move 
Ceafe I to -wander , where the ttufes kaunx 
fitev%iiag»oi:«faAdy^iowe t o* {awry tatal* 
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*mit with the lore of (acred fong : but chief 
The Stat , and the flow'ry brooks beneath , 
That wash thy halicVd feet, and warbling flow » 
Nightly I ri£t : nor fbmetimes. forget 
Those other two equaTd with me in fate > 
( So were I eqnafd with them in renown I ) 
Blind Tkamyru , and blind Mmxn&u - 
And Tinfus , and Phiaau , Prophets old. 
Then reed on thought* , that voluntary move: 
Harmonious* Nombers $ as the wakeful bird 
Sicg» darkling, and in shadieft covert hid 
Tones her no&omal note- Thus with the year 
Seafons. return; but not to me returns 
Day , or the fweet approach of ev*n or mora » 
Or light of vernal bloom > or rummer's rofe >. 
Or flocks , or herds , or human face divine i 
But cloud inflead, and ever-during dark 
Surrounds me ! from the chearfbl ways of men- 
Cut off; and for the book of knowledge fair , 
Prefented with a univerfal blank 
Of nature's works , to me expung'd and ras'd , 
And wifdom at one entrance quite shut out L 
So much the rather thou, cslefttal light !. 
Shine inward , and the mind- through all her pow'rt 
Irradiate ', there plant eyes ; all mift from thence 
Purge , ad difperfe 5 that 1 may fee and tell 
Of, things invifible to mortal- fight. 

Now had th' Almighty Takher from above.*, 
( From the pure empyrean where He fits 
High thron'd above alljieight) bent down Hi* efe,\ 

m 
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His own works and their works at once to view : 

About Him all the San&ities of heav'n 

Stood thick as fiars, and from His fight recoiv'd . 

Beatitude paft utt'rance : on His right 

The radiant image of His glory fat , ] 

His only Son. On earth He firft beheld 

Our two firft parents ( yet the only two 

Of mankind ) in the happy garden plac'd » 

Reaping immortal fruits of joy and love > 

Uninterrupted joy , unrivaTd love , . 

In blifsful foli tude. He then furvey'd 

Hell , and the gulf between , and Satan there 

Coafting the wall of heav'n on this fide night » 

In the dun air fublime 5 and ready now 

To {loop with wearied wings , and willing feet V 

On- the bare out fide of this woxld , that feem'd 

Firm land imbofom'd without firmament 5 

Uncertain which , in ocean , or in air. 

Him God beholding from His profped high , 

Wherein paft , prefent , future He beholds , 

Thus to His only Son forefeeing fpake. 

Only begotten Son * feeft .thou what rage 
Tranfports our adverfary , whom no bounds 
Prefcrib'd , no bars of hell , nor all the cbaini 
Heap'd on him there , nor yet the main abyfa 
Wide-interrupt , can hold 3 So bent he leera* . , 
On defperate revenge , that shall redound 
Upon his own rebellious head. And now 
Through all reftraint broke loofc , he wingc lug 

* V ■;;".'.'"" 
Tome I. § 
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Not far off heav'n, in the precin&s of light • 
Diredly cowards the new-created world , 
And man there plac'd with purpofe to iffy 
If him by force he can deftroy , orworfe, 
By Tome falfe guile pervert J and shall pervert } 
For man will hearken to hit glosing lie*., 
And eafily tranfgrefs the Ible command* 
Sole pledge of his obedience : fo will&ll, 
He, and hit faithlefs progeny* Whofe&ult! 
Whofe but his own? Ingrate 'he had of me 
All he could "have : I made him juft, arid- right J 
Sufficient to have ftpod, though free to all* 
Such 1 created all th' ethereal Powers , 
And fpirits, both them who flood , aodthom wo* 

rall'd : 
Freely they flood who ftood , and fell who tell. 
Not free, what proof could they'have giv-n^acert 
Of true allegiance j conftant ftith , or love , 
Where only what they needs mtift do, apptar'd « 
Not, what they would? tyfeat pralfe could they ro» 

ceive*? 
What pleasure I from Tuch obedience paid, 
When will and reafon (Teafon-alfo is choice) 
Ufel'efs and vain, of freedom btftb defpoilM, 
Made paiTive both, had fervM necefAay, 
Not Me \ Thejr therfcfbre * ** totitftv belonged ; 
So were created , Tier can juflfy-fcccule 
Their Maker, or their mating. o*d*ir fates. 
!As If predefUnation over'fulM 
Their will., difooa'd by abfolotc decree* 
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Or high foce-knoirk4ge. They ttenWehreitoiee* 
s Thexr owa revolt * not I : if 1 fore-knew , 
fftre-fcaeyfedgft-bric «• iafattvo Pft ifceir sank , 
Which hiitoMf «fCwf4«emin MUf^ffawflrn, 
So wicl^MlMftka»iiUe.,.or;i]N|4o9^£m^ 
Or ought by We iawfcuiabjy **«/•**» 
They trefpaft* authors to-ttaaUcWeaMtall , 
Both what they jud*e» *** *l»t ilMBy chopfe ; for ft 
1 forrfdth«BlrfC,,a^|rcO't^yiwcft rejuain, 
Till they iachmU thecftfeltes ; 1 elfeauift «ha*g« 
Their nature , arid fgvtte? the high deffee 
Unchangctfbk , .eternal » rtwk orjUitfd 
Their freedom ; they tbbnletaei otdain'drtheir fait 
The. firft fort by their mil fnggeffcton 4tU , 
Selfrteapted» fdf-dciiwpM : man. fell* deetivM 
By th* other -firft : Man ifcerefore ehall find grace ; 
The other, none : ;in mercy and jn&ke both , 
Through heav'n and earth* fo shell Ay glory excel 5 
But mercy , firft and left , shall brighter!, shine, 
i Thua while God fpake , . ambrofial fragrance fiUM 
All beav'n , and in the blefled fpirita elect 
Senfeof new joy ineffable di£us'<L 
BeyondcosBparje the Son of God wat feen 
Moft glorious ; in Him all His Father shoa 
SubftantiaHy expreft'd ; and in flls Face 
Divine comptffion vifibly.appear'd > 
Love without end ,. add. without measxue grace £ 
IfPhich ottering, thusiHe to ffit Father fjiake. 

O Faster ! gracious was that word wjbich dos'4 
Thy fowfetga. fe^nKTytlHa>lBa»ihonUfind^race ^ 
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For which both hcav'n and earth shall high extol 
Thypraifes, with ch* innumerable found 
Of hymns , and facred foags 9 ▼herewith thy throng 
Encompafs'd shall refonnd thee ever bled. 
For should man finally be loft , should roan 
Thy creature late fo idv'd, thy youngeft fon, 
Fall circumvented thus by fraud , tho* join'd 
(With his own folly f That be from thee far , 
That far be from thee , Father, who «rt judge 
Of all things made , and judgeft only right. 
Or shall the adverfary thus obtain- 
His end , and fruftrate thine 5 shall iie fulfil 
lii( malice , -and thy goodnefs bring co nought,' ' 
Or proud return ( though to his heavier doom ) , 
Yet , with revenge accomplished , and to hell 
Draw after him the whole race of mankind » 
By him corrupted ? Or wilt thou thy felf 
Abolish thy creation , and unmake 
For him , what for -thy glory thou haft made r 
So should thy goodnefs , and thy greatnefs , both' 
Be queftion'd , and blafphem'd without defenfe. 

To whom the great Creator thus reply M. 
O Son , in whom my foul hath chief delight , 
Son of my bofom , Son vho art alone 
My word • my wisdom , and eflfechial might ! 
All haft thou-fpoken as My thoughts are , all 
As My eternal purpofe hath decreed. 
Man shall not quite be loft, but fav'd who will ; 
Yet not of will in him , but grace in Me 
Freely vouchfaf M ; once more I will renew 
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His lapfed pow'rs , though forfeit , and inthrall'd 
By fin to foul exorbitant dcfires : 
Upheld by Me, yet once more he shall ftand 
On even ground againft his moital foe : 
By Me upheld , that he may know frail 
His fall'n condition is , and to Me owe 
All his deliverance , and to none but Me. 
Some 1 have chofen of peculiar grace 
Elect above the reft : fO is My will r 
The reft shall hear Me call , and oft be ▼am* J . 
Their finrul ftate , and to appeafe berimes 
TV incenfed Deiry , while ofrer'd grace 
Invites : for I will clear their fenfes dark * 
What may fuffice , and foften ftony hearts 
To pray , repent * and bring obedience due* 
To pray'r , repentance , and obedience due § 
( Though, but endeavoured with finttte Jntent ) 
tlirie ear. shall not be flow, Mine eye not shut. 
And I will place within them as' a guide 
My' umpire Coafcitnce ; whom if they will hear , 
light after light well us'd they shall attain , 
And to 'the end perfifting , fafe arrive. 
TJiis my long fu ffe ranee , and My day of grace , 
They who .neglect and fcorn , shall' never tafte ; 
But hard be harden'd, blind be blinded more $ 
That they may ftumble on , and deeper fall : 
And none 'but fuch from mercy I exclude* 
But yet all is not done .* Man difobeying, 
Difloyal breaks his fealty, and fins 
Againft (he high fuptemacy of heav'n , 

Q \ 
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ikfedirtg God-head , Aid fa letlng nil , 

To expiate his treafon hath noughrlcft: 

But td deftrnchfoa facred , and devote , 

He with his whole poftcrity muft die t 

Die he or Juitice muft \ unleff for hisn 

Some other able , and as willing, pay 

The rigid- finis ration > death for death* 

Say, heav'nly Pow*rs, where shall we find lufca towel 

iWhich of ye will be mortal to- redeem 

Mail's mortal crime s and pift > th* anjutt to fare t 

Dwells in all heaven charity fo dear I 

He ask'd, but all the heav'nly choir ftrjodmitte| 
'And (Hence was in heav*h : on man's behalf 
Patron , or intercetibr , none appear'd ; 
Much lefs that durft upon his own head draw 
The deadly forfeiture , and ranfonv fejb 
And now » without redemption' all mankind 
Mull have been loft , adjudgM to Death and hel$ 
By doom fevere , had not the Son of God 
( la whom the fullnefs dwells of love divine 9 ) 
His deareft mediation thus renew'd. 

Father ! thy word is paft , Man shall find grace % 
And shall grace not find means, that finds hex wayt 
The fpeedieft of thy winged meffengers » 
Tojriflt all thy creatures , and to all 
Comes uuprc vented, imimplor'd, utrfoughii 
Happy for Man > fb coming ! He her aid 
Can never seek > ( aace dead in fimr, and loft) 
Attonement forhimfelf, or offering meet, 
( Indebted ^amd undoae I ) h at h - n one ta being. 
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Behold Me then l Me for him , life for life 
J ofier , on Me let thine anger fall ; 
Account Me Man : I for hi* fake will leaye 
Thy bofom, and this- glory next to Thee. 
Freely pat off, and. for him laftly die . 
.Well pleas'd » on Me let Death wreak all hi* rage* 
Under his gloomy poVr 1 chall not. long 
Sue. vaaquish'd ; Thou haft giv'n me to poflefs 
life in My felf for ever 5 by Thee I live , 
Thongfr now to Death I yield, and am bis duo 
All tfaar of Me can die; yet that debt paid, 
Thou wilr not. leave Me in the loath fome grave 
Hit prey: , nor fhffer My unfpotted foul 
For. evex with corruption these to dwell.: 
But I thai! rife victorious , and fubdue 
My vanquisher , . fpoil'd .of his- vaunted fpoil : 
Death hir death'* wound shall then receive , aof 

• Aoopv 
Inglorious , of hit aortal ffi ng, difannM* 
1 through the: ample air in triumph high 
tfceU lead hell captive, maugre.hell ! and show 
The PoVn of darknefs bound. Thou at the fight 
Pleat**, amt of heaven shah look down* and (mile ; 
While by TbeeraisU 1 min ail M* foes, 
Death laft , and with his carcafa glut the grjie : 
Then , with the. multitude of My redeem'4 
Shah enter heart long ehfeet , and eetucn » 
Father ! to fee Thy face , whetein no deed 
Of eager shall remain g bee peace afucM 
•AnAteceeeaUeeettt;wieth e**U he no mom 

C4 
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Thenceforth , bat in Thy prefence Joy entire* 
His words here ended , bat His meek afpecV 
Silent yet rpake , and breatti'd immortal lore 
To mortal men , above which only shoa 
Filial obedience : as a facrifice 
<6kd to be offcr'd, he attends the will 
Of His great Father. Admiration feiz'd 
All heav'n , what this might mean , and whithej 

tend 
f \yVnd'ring ; but foon th' Almighty thus reply'd ; 

O Thou in heav'n and earth the only peace 
Ifaund out for mankind- under wrath. I O Thou 
My fole complacence! well Thou know*ft how deaf 
To Me are all My works, nor Man the leaA, 
Though laft created 5 that for him I fpare 
.jThee from My bofom , and right hand , to fave? 
^By lofingThee a-whilc ) the whole race loft^ 
Thou therefore whom thou only canft redeem*. 
Tbeir nature alfo to Thy nature join 5 
And be Thy felf Man among men on earth* . 
Mad"a flesh, when time shall be , of virgin- feed 3 
By wond'rous birth : be Thou in Adam's room 
The head orail mankind, though Adam's fon 
As in him perish all' men , fo in Thee , ^ 
As from a fecond root , shall be reftorM 
As many as are reftorM, without Thee none; 
His crime makes guilty all his fons $ Thy merit 
Imputed shall abfolve them who renounce 
Their own both righteous , and unrighteous deed** 
An4 Eve in Thee tranfplanted , and from Thee 
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Receive new life. So man, as is moft juft , 
Shall fatisfie for man, be judg'd, and 4ie ; 
And dying rife , and rifing with Him raife 
His brethren , ranfom'd with His own dear life* 
So, heav'nly love shall outdo hellish hate 
Giving to death , and dying to redeem , 
So dearly to redeem what hellish hate 
So eafily deftroy'd , and (till deftroys 
In thofe who , when they may , accept not grace* 
Nor shale Thou by defcending to a/Turne 
Man's nature , leflfen or degrade Thine own* 
Becaufe Thou haft ( tbo' thron'd in higheft blifl 
Equal to God , and equally enjoying 
God- like fruition ) quitted all , to fave 
A world from utter lofs , and haft been found 
By merit more than birthright Son of God : 
Found. worthieft to be fo by being good , 
Far more than great > or high ; becaufe in Thee 
Love hath abounded more than glory abounds J 
Therefore Thy humiliation shall exalt 
With Thee Thy manhood alfo to this throne : 
Here shalt Thou fit incarnate , here shalt reign 
Both God and Man , Son both of God and Man > ] 
Anointed Univerfal King 5 all pow'r 
I give Thee , reign for ever , and aflume 
Thy merits : under Thee , as head fupreme 
Thrones, Princedoms, Powers, Dominions 1 reduce i 
All knees to thee shall bow , of them that 'bide 
Jn hcav*n , or earth ,, or under earth in hell j 
.When Thou attended glorioufly from hcav'a 
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Shale in the sky appear, and from Thee fend ' 
The fummoning Arch- Angels to proclaim 
Thy dread tribunal : forthwith from all windi ' 
The living , and forthwith the cited dead 
Of ail paft ages , to the general doom 
Shall haften , fuch a peal shall roufe their fleep f 
Then all thy faints aflembled , thou shalt judge 
Bad men, and Angels ; they arraign- d stall (ink* 
Beneath Thy fentence ; hell ( her numbers full ) 
Thenceforth shall be for ever shut. Mean-while 
Th: world .shall burn , and from her ashes tyring 
New heav'n and earth, wherein the Jiift shall dwell j- 
And after all their tribulations long 
See golden days , fruitful of golden deeds, 
With joy and love triumphing, and fair truth: 
Then Thou Thy regal fceptre shalt lay by > 
For , regal lfceptre then no more shall need 5 
God shall be All in All. But all ye Gods, 
Adore Him, who to compafs all this dies ; 
Adore the Son , ad honour Him as~ Me. 

No fooner had th' Almighty ceas'd , but all 
The multitude of Angels with a shout 
( loud , as from numbers without number ; fweet ,' 
As from bleft voices) utt'ring joy, heav'n rung 
With jubilee , and loug hofannVff AIM 
Th' eternal regions. Lowly reverent 
Tow'rds either throne they botr , and to the ground 
With folemn adoration down they caftr 
Their crowns , inwove with amarant , and gold , 
Immortal amarant I a flovV which once 
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In Paradife faft by the Tree of Life 
Began to bloom ; but foon for man's otfenfe 
T6 heav'n remold, where firft it grew, there grow,' 
And flow'rs aloft shading die fount of life ; 
And where the river of blifs thro* midft of heav*« 
Rowls o'er Elyfian rlow'rt her amber ftream : 
Withthefe, that never fide, the fpiritt eleox 
Bind their refplendent locks , inwreach'd wait 

beams ; 
Now in loofe garlands thick thrown off the bright 
Pavement, that like a fea of jafper shon, 
Impurpled-with cceleftial rofes fmil'd. 
Then crown'd again , their golden harps they took| 
Harps ever tun'd , that glitt'ring by their fide 
Like quivers hung , apd with preamble fweet 
Of charming fymphony they introduce 
Their (acred Cong , and waken raptures high ) 
No voice exempt ; no voice but well could joift* 
Melodious part , fuch concord is in heav'n. 

Thee Father firft they fung, Omnipotent « 
Immutable, Immortal, Infinite* 
Eternal King ! Thee Author of all Being, 
Fountain of Light, They felf invisible 
Amidft the glorious brightnefs where thou nVfV 
Thron'd inacceflible , but when thou shad'ft 
The full blaze of thy beams , and thro' t cloud 
Drawn round about thee like a radiant shrine , ' 
Dark with excefftve bright , thy skirts appear : 
Yet daile heav'n, that brighter Seraphim 
Approach not , but with both wings veil their eyert 
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Thee next they fang of all creation firft, 
Begotten Son, Divine Similitude ! 
In whofe confpicuous count'nance, without cloud 
Hade vifible , th' Almighty Father shines , 
VPhom elfe no creature can behold : on Thee 
Imprefs'd , th' effulgence of his glory abides f 
Transfus'd on Thee his ample Spirit refts. 
lie hcav'n ofheav'ns > and all the powers therein r 
By Thee created 5 and by Thee threw, down 
TJi* afpiring Dominations. Thou that day 
Thy Father's dreadful thunder did'ft not fpare 5 
Nor ftcp thy flaming chariot -wheels , that shook 
Heav'n's everlafting Frame > while o-'er the neck* 
^Thou drov'ft of warring Angels difarraid. 
Back from pu* fuit thy Pow'jrs with loud acclaim . 
Thee only extoll'd , Son of thy Father's might r 
To execute JTerce vengeance on His foes ; 
Not fo on Man : him thro' their malice fafl'n T 
Father of mercy and grace ! Thou didft not doom 
So (tri&ly , but much more to pky incline. 
No fooner did Thy dear and only Son , 
Perceive Thee purpos'd not to doom frail matt 
So ftri&ly, but much more to pity inclin'd, 
He to appeafc Thy wrath » and end the ftrife 
Of mercy and juftice in thy face difcern'd * 
Rcgardlefs of the blifs wherein he fat . 
Second to Thee , ofrer'4 himfelf to die 
for Man's orfenfe. O unexaropl'd love ! 
Love no where to be found lefs than Divine ! 
fUii Son of God, Saviour of men ! Thy name 
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Shall be the copious matter of my Cong 
Henceforth , "and never shall nay harp Thy praife 
Forget * nor from thy Father's praife disjoin. 

Thus they iurheav'n , above the ftarty fphear J 
Their happy hours in joy and hymning (pent. 
Mean-while upon the firm opacous globe 
Of this round world , whofe firft convex divide*; . 
The luminous inferior orbs , indos'd # 
From Chaos, and th' inroad of darknefs old , 
Satan alighted walks. A globe far off 
It feem'd , now feems a houndlefs continent 
Dark , wafle , and wild, under the frown of night 
Starlefs exjios'd , and ever-thrcathtng ftorma 
Of Chaos bluftring round , inclement sky ! 
Save on that fide which from the wall of heav*n „ 
( Tho' diftant far ) fome fmall reflection gains 
Of glimm'ring air , lefs vex'd with rempcft loud* ' 
Here walk'd the fiend at large in fpacious field. . 
As when a vultur on hnaus bred , 
(Whofe fnowy ridge thelroving Tartar- bounds) 
Diflodging from a region fcarre of prey, 
To gorge the flesh of lambs , and weanling kids ,\ 
On hills where flocks are fed , flie* toVrd thft 

iprings 
Of Ganges , or Hyfafpes , ( Indian ftreams ) 
But in his way lights on thewbarren plaint 
Of Sericana , where Chinefis drive 
With fails and wind their cany waggons light ![ 
So on this windy fea of land* the fiend 
.Walk'd up and ^own alone f bent bn hit prey % . 
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Alone , for other creature in this pace 
laving , or livelefs , to be found was none ; 
None yet , but ftorc hereafter from the nurth 
Up Aither 4ike tdreal vapor* Hew , 
Of all thing* tranfkQjyand vain, >wheu fin 
With vanity hail filled- the works of men : 
Bnrii all things vain , and all irho w,v>ain,thsj 
Bult their fond hopes of glory , of Ufting.ki 
Or .hsppinefrin this or th' other life : 
All who hare their .reward on earth , the fin 
Of painful faperftitien , and blind tea} , 
Nought feeking but the-praife of men » here £ 
Fit retribution , empty at their deeds : 
All th* : unaccoxnplish'd works of nature's- has 
Abortive, monftrons , or unkindly. mix'd, 
Difiblv'd on earth, fleet hither, and in vain 
Till final ditfblution , wander here : 
Not in the neighb'rirtgtnoon,. as fome have drc 
(Thofe argent fields more likely, habitants, 
Translated faints , or middle fpirits hold , 
Betwixt th' angelical and human kind ) 
Hither, of ill-joined fens .and daughter* born 
^rird from- the. ancient world thofe.giams.nan 
.With many a vain exploit , then renownM : 
The builders next of Babel on the plain 
Of Sennmr , andifeU-rWith vain dt%n 
New Babels , had they wherewithal, ,wonldb 
Others eametfngle $ he who to be decmM 
A God , laawAd fim% mto.Mwuilikmet , 
figyjwiei ?-iaam js a<^ a hcu aa> enjoy 
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Plato's Elyfium , leap'd into the fe* » 
Cleombroms ; and many snore too long, 
Embryoet , and idiots. , eremits »-and friart 
If/iire, itoc*, and Grey, vich all their trumpery) 
Here Pilgrims roam , that ftrayMfo far to feek 
In GolgotU Him dead > who lives in heaven : 
Andtfcey who to be fine of Paradife, 
Dying put on the weeds of Dominic , 
Or in Franeifcan think to pais difguU'd J 
They pais the Planets fev^n, and pais the FSx'dV 
And that chryftaliine fpherevhofe ballance weigh* 
The Trepidation talkM , and that Firft-mov'd : 
And now faint Peter at heav Vs wicket feemt 
To wait them with his keys, and now at foot 
Of heavVs afcent they lift their feet : whenlp! 
A violent crofs-wind .from either coaft 
-Blow* them tranfverfe , ten thoufand leagues awry 
Into the devious air :.then might ye fee 
Cowles , hoods, and habira , with their wearers » 

toft, 
•And flutterM into tags : then. Raliqoet., Scada*. 
Indulgences , Difpenfes , -Pardons , Bulls , 
Thafport of winds J All thefe up-whirl'd aloft 
Fly o'er the bickfide of the worhl far off, ■ 
Into a Liniho large, and broad 9 fince call'd 
The Panutile of Fools ; to saw unknown 
Long after : naw«taf>eoplM,'aftri untrodV 
AUaUts dark globe cheifiend f#unda* he paiVdi 
And long ho w aaikr 'd , till at laft*gleam 
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His travel'd fteps : far diftant he defcries , 
Attending by degrees magnificent 
Up to "die wall of heav'n , a flru&ure high ; 
* A tpp whereof, but far more rich , appeared 
The work as of a kingly palace-gate , 
,With frontifpiece of diamond , and gold 
Imbellish'd; thick with fparkling orient gems 
The portal shon , inimitable on earth , 
By model , or by shading pencil , drawn. 
Hie flairs were fuch as whereon Jacob faw 
Angels , attending and descending , bands 
- Of guardians bright , when- he from Efau fled 
Tho Padan-Aram in the field of Lu{ , 
Dreaming by night under the open sky , 
And waking cryM , This is the gate of heav'n* 
Each flair myfterioufly was meant , nor flood 
There always , but drawn up to heav'n foraetinu 
Viewlefs , and , underneath , a bright fea flow'd 
Of jafper ; or Of liquid pearl , whereon 
Who after came from earth , failing arriv'd , 
Wafted by Angels , or flew o'er the lake 
Rap'd in a chariot drawn by fiery fteeds. 
The flairs were then let down , whether to date 
The fiend by eafie afcent , or aggravate 
His fad exclusion from the doors of blifs : 
Direct againfl which open'd from, beneath » 
Jufl o'er the blifsful feat ofParadife, 
A pafTage down to th' earth , a paflage wide , 
( Wider by far than that of after-rimes 
Over mount Sbn ,' and , though that were large ; - 

Ovc 
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Over the Promised Land to God fo dear, 
By which , to vific oft thofe happy tribes , 
On high beheffcs hie Angels to and fro 
Pafs'd frequent, and his eye with choice regard* 
From Paneas , the fount of Jordan's flood, 
To \BferJaba y where, the Holy Land ■ 
Boders on AZgypt , and th' Arabian shore ) 
So wide the opening feem'd , where bounds were fee 
To darknefs , fuch as bound the ocean wave* 
Satan from hence, now on the lower flair, 
That fcal'd by fteps of gold to heaven-gate * 
Looks down with wonder at the fudden view 
Of all. this world at once. As when a fcout » 
Thro' dark and defert ways with peril gone 
All night , at laft by break of chearful daws 
Obtains the brow of fome high-climbing hill > 
Which to his eye difcovers un- aware 
The goodly profpeft of fbme foreign land,. 
Firft feen ; or fome rcnown'd metropolis > 
With glittering fpire* and pinnacles adorn'd , 
Which now the rifing fun gilds with his beams :• 
Such wonder feiz'd , though afcer heaven feen , 
The' fpirit malign $ but much more envy feis'd 
At fight of all this world beheld fo fair. 
Round he furveys ( and well might > where he flood 
So high above the circling canopy 
Of night's extended shade ) from eaffcern point 
Of Libra , to the fleecy flar , that bears 
Andromeda £u off Atlantic feas , 
Beyond th'norizqn | then, from Pole to Pole 
Tome It ' W. 
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He views in breadth 3 and without longer pauffc 
Down right into the world's firft region throws 
His flight precipitant , and winds with etie 
Through the pure marble air his oblique way » 
Among A innumerable ftars , that show. 
Stars diftant , but nigh hand feem'd other worlds i 
Or other worlds they feem'd , or happy ifles » 
liike thofe lfypcrian gardens famM of old , 
Fortunate fields > and groves-, and flow'ry vales ; 
Thrice happy ides ! But who dwelt happy there 
He ftay'd not to inquire. Above them atl- 
The golded fun, in tylendor likeft heav*n , 
AUur'd his eye : thither his courfe he bends 
Through the calm firmament : but , up or down; 
By centre or eccentric , hard to tell ; 
Or loughude , where the great luminary 
Aloft the vulgar conftellations thick > 
That from his lordly eye keep diftance due , 
Difpenfes light from far 5 they as they move 
Their ftarry dance in numbers that compute 
Pays , months and years , tcVrds his all-chearing 

Lamp 
Turn fwift their various motions , or are turn'd 
By his magnetic beam , that gently warms 
Tlie univerle , and to each inward part 
With gentle penetration , though unfeen » 
Shoots invifibfc virtue even to the Deep $ 
So wondroufty was fet his rUtkm bright r 
There lands the fiend, a fpot like which perhspf 
Aftronomer in the fuxft lucent orb 
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Through hi* gtai'd optie tube yet never fair. 
The place he found beyond expreffien bright , 
Compar'd with ought on earth , metal , or ftene : 
Not all parts like , but all alike inform'* 
With radiant light , at glowing iron frith fire 5 
If metal, part feeatt gold, part fiWei clear t 
If ftono , carbuncle moft , er chryfolite* 
Ruby , or topaz * or the twelve that thoa 
In Attron y t brearVplate : and a Irene befide* 
( lmagin'd rather oft thai elfewhere feen ) 
That ftone, or Kite to that , which here below 1 
Philosopher* mvain fo long hare fought, 
In vain , though by their powerful art they bind 
Volatil Hermes , and call op unbound 
In various shapes old Protaa front the fta » 
Drain'd through a limbec to his naked form; 
What wonder then if field?, and region* , hero 
Breathe forth elixir pure , and rivers run 
Potable gold , wlieri with one virtuous touch 
TV arch-chrjme foe , fo for from ut remote , 
Produces , with terreflrial humor nwi'd , 
Here in the datfc fo many pretton thing* 
Of color groriouv, and effect fo rare? 
Here matter ne* to gaxe the devil met 
Undazled ; far and wide hit eye command*; 
For Ugh no obftacle found here, or shade , 
But air fon-shtne ; at when his heams at noon 
Culminate from th* Equator ; as they now 
Shot upward ftilldireft , whence no way round 
^hjdby frottt Itody opaxjuje curftrl rand-th wai 
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( No where fo clear, ) sharpen'd his vifual ray 

To objeds diftant far , whereby he foon 

Saw within .ken a glorious Angel ftand , 

The fame whom John few alfo in the fun : 

Hi* back was turn'd, but not hi* brightness hid 7 

Of beaming funny rays a golden tiar 

Circled his head , nor lefs his locks behind. 

llluftrious on his shoulders , fledge with wings > 

Lay. waving round : on fame great charge employ'd 

He fecm'd, ot fixt in cogitation deep.. 

Glad, was the fpirit impure , as now in hope 

To find who might dired. his wand'ring flight 

To- Paradife , the happy feat of man. 

His journey's end > and our beginning woe* 

But firft he cafts to change his proper shape » 

Which elfe might work him danger , or delay : 

And now a.flripling Cherub he appears + 

Not of the prime , yet fuch as in his face 

Youth fmil'd cceleiUal , and to ev'ry limb 

Suitable grace difFus'd, fo well he feign'd.. 

Under a coronet, his flowing hair 

In curls on either cheek play'd ; wings he wore. 

Of many a color'd plume , fprinkled with gold :. 

His habit fit for fpeed fuccinft , and.held 

Before .his decent fteos a Clver wand. 

He drew not nigh unheard, the Angel bright » 

E'er he drew nigh , his radiant rifage turn'd ,. 

Admonbh'd by his ear ; and ftrait was known 

Th* Ak&- Angel Uriel* one of the fev'n 

4 Wfco in fiq&'t prcfence , nearcft to Hi* throne* . 
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Stand ready at command , and are His eyes 
That run thro' all the heav'ns, or down to th' earth 
Bear his fwift errands , over moift and dry , 
O'er Tea and Jand : him Sttan thus accofts- 

Uriel ! for thou of thofe fev'n fpirits that (land 
Jtt fight of God's high throne , glorioufly bright* 
The firft art wont His. great authentic will 
Interpreter through higheft heav'n to bring, 
.Where all His fons thy embaflie attend : 
And here art likelieft by fupreme decree 
Like honor to obtain ; and as his eye >. 
To vifit oft this new creation round : 
Unfpeakable defire to fee, and know 
All thefe His wondrous works, but chiefly man * 
H#s chief delight , and favor ; him , for whom> 
All thefe His works fo wondrous He ordain'd >. 
Hath brought me from the choirs of Cherubim. 
Alone thus wandring : hrighteft Seraph I tell 
In wjiich of all thefe. shining orbs hath man ' 
His fixed feat , or fixed (eat hath, none » 
But ( ail thefe shining orbs his choice to d-rell : 
That . I may find him , and with fecret gate , 
Or open admiration, him behold 
On whom, the great Creator hath beftow'd 
Worlds, and on whom hath all thefe graces pour'd ?■ 
That f>oth in him, and all things , as is meet , 
The univerfal Make/ we may praife > 
.Who juftiy hath driv'n out his rebel foes 
To deepeft hell 5 and, to repair their lofs,. 
Crea/ftd. this new happy race of men., 
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To ferve Him better : wife are all His ways ! 

So fpake the falfe ditfembler unperceivM $ 
For nekher man , nor Angel , can difcera 
HypocriQr ( the only eril that walks 
Jnrifi We , except to God alone , 
By His permiffi ve will , through hoaVn and earth i 
And oft thoug wifdom wake , ftifpicion hecpa 
At wifdom's gate » and to Simplicity 
Refigns her charge , while goodnefs thinks no ill 
Where no ill feemt ) which now for once beguil'd 
Uriel, though regent of the fun, and held 
The sharpeft-fighted fpirit of aU in heaVn : 
Who to the fraudulent impoftor foul , 
In his uprightnefs anfwer thus retnrn'd. 

Fair Angel ! thy defire, which tend* to know 
The works of God , thereby to glorify 
The great work-mafter , leads to no eiceft 
That reaches blame , but rather merits praife 
The more it teems excels , that led thee hither 
From thy empyreal manfkm thus alone , 
To witneft with thine eyes what fomc perhaps , 
Contented with report , hear only in heaVn* : 
For wonderful indeed are all His works ! 
Pleafant to know , and worthiest t* be all 
Had in remembrance alway* with delight. 
But , what created mind can- comprehend" 
Their number, or the wifdbm rnfimte- 
That brought them forth, but hid their causes deep? 
I faw when at His word the fbrmlefrraaft, 
This world's material; mold , ctme to * heaj j 
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Confufion heard His voice , and wild uproar 
Stood rul'd, flood raft infinitude confin'd : 
Till at His fecond bidding darknefs fled, 
Light shon , and order fiom disorder fprung* 
Swire to their feveral quarters halted then 
The cumbrous elements , earth , flood-, air , fire \ 
And the ethereal quintetfence of Keav'n 
Flew upward , fpirited with various forms , 
That rowPd orbicular, and turn'd to (tars , 
Numberlefs , as thou feeft , and how they more ; 
Each had his place agplkmd » f*cl\ his courfe 5 
The reft Admit watt* this lmivMrft L 
Look dowjnras&on tJuc gfofee whoA hisbe»£de 
With fight £roj» hence ,.***' bw* rtftocW , shines : 
That ptac* is earth > the feat of mam; that fight 
His day , wmufc eife, a* ttf •*■** henuft>bere , 
Night would jfjpode. $. but there th* neighb'ring 

moon 
( So call that oppofite fV* ftar ) Her aid 
Timely interpofes , and her monthly round 
Still ending , ftill renewing through mid heav'n* 
With borrowM light her countenance triform 
Hence fills , and empties , to enlighten th' earth , 
And in her pale dominion checks the night. 
That fpot to which I point is paradife , 
Adam's abode , thofe lofty .shades his bow'r ; 
Thy way thou can'ft notmifs , me mine requires* 
Thus faid, he turn'd ; and Satan bowing low 
( As to fuperior fpirits is wont in heav'n , 
[Where honor due v and reverence, none negle&s) 
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Took leave, and tow'rd the coaft of earth beneath 
Down from th* ecliptic , fped with hop'd fuccefs , 
Throws his fteep flight in many an aery wheel j . 
Nor (laid, till. on Niphates 1 top' he lights. • 

The end of the third Booh. 
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BOOK IV- 



The ARGUMENT. 

Satan , now in profpeQ. of Eden > <wJ nigA the 

- pZflCtf wA*T£ Ae mujl now attempt the bold 
enterprise which he undertook alone againjt 

. God , and Man, falls into many aouSts 
with himfelf, and many portions, fear, envy, 
and dejbair : but at length confirms himfelf 
in evil, journeys on to Paradife , whofe 

, outward profpea andjituation is defcribed, 
overleaps the bounds, Jits in the shape of a 
cormorant on the Tree of Life, as the highejl 
in the garden, to look about him. The gar- 
den dejcribed ; Satan's firft Jight of Adam 
and Eve ; his wonder at their excellent form 
and happy Jlate, but with refolution to Work 
2#mt I. I 
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their fall; weriiears their difcourfe; thenc* 
gathers that the Tree of Knowledge was 
forbidden then to eat of, under penalty of 
death ; andtkereon intends to found his temp* 
'nation, by feinting tkemtottanjgrefs .-then 
leaves them awhile to know further of their 
Jtate by fome other means. Mean - while 
Uriel descending on a fun-beam warns Ga- 
briel ( who had in charge the gate of Para- 
dife ) that fome evilfpirit had efcaped the 
Deep, and pafi at noon by hisfphere in the 
shape of a good Angel down to Paradife , 
£fcovereiafterw4ods by his furious gefture* 
in the mount : Gabriel promifes to find him 
out e'er morning. Night comes en , Adam 
and Eve difcourfe of going to their reft : 
their bower deferred; their evening worship* 
Gabriel drawing forth his bands of nigh}-, 
watch to walk the round of Paradife, ap- 
points twoftrong Angels to Adam'j bower, 
left the evilfpirit should he there doing fome 
harm to Adam or Evefleeping ; there they 
find him at the ear of Ere , tempting herm 
a dream , and bring him , tho' unwilling , 
to Gabriel ; by tvhom quefiiond , hefcorn- 
fully anfwers , prepares refinance , but , 
Undet'd by afignfiom hew rijfiiesiut of 
Paradife* 
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JfOK that warning ve-ict , which be who fan* 

i Apocalypt heajd cry in benVn aloud , 
lcn when the Dragon , pwt to fecond rout > 
une furious down to-be fftveag'4 on me* , 
tto th* inhabitsnts «n #*fh i that -now 
Ink time was , our 6cft pirenu had been wamM 
le coming of their fecret foe , and fcap'd 
tply fo fcap'd , hit mortal fnare : for now 
tan, now firft infltmM with rage , came down ,' 
The tempter , e'er th' accnfer , of mankind , ) 
» wreak on innocent Irani-man %is loft 
f that 6rft battel , and HU flight to hell, 
st not rejoycing in hit fpeed , though bold , 
tr off and fearlefs , nor with caufe to bosft , 
:gins hit dire attempt 5 which nigh the birth 
3w rowling , boils in hit tnmultaous breaft , 
ad like a deviliah engine back recoils 
x>n himfelf : horror and doubt diftraA 
is rroabled thoughts 5 and from the bottom ftir 
le hell within him , ( tor within him hell 
1 brings , and round about him , nor from hell 
qc ftep , no more than from himfelf, can fly 
r change of place : ) now conference wakes defpatr, 
ut flumberM 5 wakes the bitter memory 
f what he was , what is , and what mitft be , 
r orfe ! of worfe deeds worfe fafierings mnft enfue«; 
•methnes towards Eden ,' which now in his yicw 
yplcafajjtjhifgriey'd look he fixes /ad-: 

" lh 
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Sometimes tow'rds heav'n, and the full blading fun, 1 
Which now fat high in his meridian tow'r : > 

3&eto much tttfdving,: thus in figh* begin. % ■ 
- O thou, i that , with furpaflfing glory crown'd » , 
Look7tfrom thy foie dominion like the -God ; 
Of chis new world $ ac wjiofe fight all the ftart 
Hide their -diminish^ beads $ to thee I catty 
But with no friendly voice , in add thy name • 

Sun ! to -tell thej? how I hate thy beams ., . 
That bring to my remembrance from what ftace 

1 fell : how glorious once above thy fphere ! ■ ■ j 
'Till pride, and worfe ambition,. threw me down* 
.Warring in heav'n againft feeayVs matchlefs King. 
Ah wherefore ~i He deferv'd no,foch return 
From me » whom He created -what I was , 

In that bright eminence $ and with his good 
Upbraided none ; nor* was his fervice hard. 
.What could be lefs l than to afford him praife , 
( The eafieft recompenfe, ) and pay him thanks : 
How due I yet all; hi* good prov-d ill in me, 
And wrought but malice * lifted up fo high 
I 'fdcin'd fubje&ion , and thought one -ftep higher 
Would fet me higheft ; and in a moment quit 
The debt ixnmenfe of end lefs gratitude ; 
So burthenfome , ftill paying , ftill to owe ; 
Forgetful what from Him 1 ftill receiv'd : 
And underftood not that a grateful mind 
By owing owes not ,• but ftill pays, at once 
Indebted, and difchargM : what burden then i 
O had His pow'rfkl deftiny ordain' 4 j. 
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Me fome inferior Angel M had Rood ' '- J 
Then riappy ; ao unbounded hope had rais -d ' •■' 
Ambitieri-I Yet why not ? fome other Pow'r ' ^ 
As great might have alpirM, and me though mean 
Drawn to hirf part : but other Pow'rs as great 
Fell not , bat ftand unshaken 5 from within * 
Or from without » to all temptations armM. 
■Hfcdft thon the fame fret will, and poVr^ ttv-ftandft 
Thou hadft ! Whom haft thoo then, or what , t'ac- 
5-"* -■ -eufe; '-' ■ ■" ,B - '* 

But heav'nli free lore , dealt equally to alfc? - 
Be then His- love accurft , iince love , or hate 1 
jfo me alike , it deals eternal woe : 
Nay , curft be thou ! fmce againft His thy will 
Chofe freely what it now fo- jnftly rnes. 
Me niferable t which way shall 1 fly - 
Infinite wrath , and Infinite defpatr t ' 
Which way I fly is hell } my fclfam hell | 
And , in~the loweft deep , a lower deep * 
Still threatening to devour me opens wide 5 
To whioh the hell I fuffer feems a heaViu 
O then at laft relent ! Is there no place 
Left for repentance > none for pardon left r 
None left, but by fubmiflion; and that woidl 
Difdain forbids me , and my dread of shame 
Among the fpirjt* beneath , whom 1 fedue'd 
With other promifes , and other vaunts - 
Than to fubmit , boafting 1 could fubdue • 
TV Omnipotent. Ah me ! they little know 
How dearly I abide that boaft Co vain > 

I a 
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Under what tomcats inwardly I groan , 
iWhiie they adore me on the throne of hell* 
With diadem >-and fceptre , high advanced t 
: The lower ftill I fall, only fupreme 
In mifeiy > fuck joy ambition finds ! 
But fay I could repent > and could obtain » 
By ad of grace , my former ftate 3 how foos 
{Would height retail high though* , how foon u& 
..f*7 . . ., 1 . :....:-.-. L 1 

jWhat feign'd fubmifrion fwore ! eafe would recant 
,Vows made in' pain , sis violent |nd void $ 
( For never can true reconcilement grow 
iWhere wounds of deadly hate havepiercM fo deep) 
(Which would but lead me to a worfe rejapfe » 
And heavier fall : fo should J purchafe dear 
Short intermiflion » bought with doable fiptfti 
This knows my punishe* 3 thereJbfe.as far 
From grunting He, as I from begging peaces 
All hope excluded thus-, behold i in ftead / 
Of us oirt-caft , eiil'd , his new delight 
Mankind created , and for htm this world. 
So farewel hope ! and with hope, farewel fear I 
Farewel rcmorfe I all good to me is loft : 
Evil be thou, my good ! By thee at leaft 
Divided empire with heav Vt King I. hold ; 
By thdc, and more than half perhaps ♦ will reign I . 
As man e'er~long,-and this new world , shall know/. 
Thus while he fpake, each paffion dimra'd his facei 
Thrice Yhang'd with pale , ire , envy , and defpair , ■ 
.Which marr'dhis bonow'd vifage , and heuay'd. I 
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Him counterfeit, if. any eye hdtald. , 

( For hoav'nly minds from toch difampera foul . 
Are aver clear.) Whereof h* fton aware > 
Sach pertarbattonfmonchMwithnnnpaxd cajm* » 
Artificer of fraud 1 and vat the firft 
\Xhat pra&is'd falshaod , under faintly their 
Deep malice to conceal * couch'd with ivienge 
Yet not ottongh had prafiiVd> to deteJTO 
Uriel once wam*d ; whale aye pnrfu'd him, d***C 
The wav ha want , and on th' Jflyruta iB"UAt . 
Saw Kim dis&gur'd, more than could he itU. 
Spirit of happy fort, : hi* gcftnrea fierce 
We mark'd , and mad demeanor , then alone t 
A* he AtppoaM, all un-oh&rv'd, Mn-ieen. 
So, on he rues * and to the border come* 
Of EdhH , where delltions Paradife. 9 
Now nearer , "crown* with Her enclofuft green » 
As with a rural monad,- the champain head 
'Of a fteep wllderncfs ) whbfe haitfy fidu 
With thicket overgrown , grotefque , and wild t 
: Aceeff deny*d : and over head np»grenr 
Infaperable height of lorrieft shade;, 
: Cedar , and pine , and fir , and branching palm *. 
A fylvan fcene ! and as the ranks mead. 
Shade above shade ', a woody theatre 
%f ftateiieft view. Yet higher than thejf ttpf 
The verdurous wall of Paradife nprfpnmg : 
Which to our general lire gave prorptft largo 
Into his neather empire, neighboring round. 
And higher than that vail a circling ro* 

J 4- 
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Of goodlieft trees ,• loaden with faireft fruit , 
BloflToms , and fruits at once of golden hue » , 
Appeared , with- gay enamel'd colors mix'd : 
On whkh the fun more glad imprefs'dhis beams £ 
Than in fair evening cloud , or humid bow ,- 
(When' God hath showVd the earth > fo lovely 

ftem'd 
That landfcape ! and of pure now purer au 
Meets his approach j and to the heart mfpiie* 
Vernal delight, and joy- , able to drive 
All fadneft , but defpair : now gentle gales » 
Fanning their odoriferous wings > difpenfe 
Native perfumes > and whxfper whence they ftolej 
Thofe balmy fpoils. As when to them who Cai| 
Beyond the Cap of Hope , and now ace paft 
Mo\ambici off at fea north-eaft winds blow. 
Sdhean odor , from, the fpicy shore - 
Of Araby the Bkft , with foch delay 
,Vell-pleas'd they flack their cowrfc* and many 4 

league 
Chear'd with the grateful finell old Oculu fmilet t 
So entertain'd thofe odorous fweets the fiend , 
Who came their bane 5 though with them better 

pkasNJ 
Than Afmo&eus with the fishy fume 
That drove him, though enamour'd, from the fpoufe 
Of Tobit's fon , and with a vengeance fent 
From Media poft to /Egypt , there faft bound. 
Now to th' afcent of that fteep favage hill 
Satan had journied on » pennve » and flow j 
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Bat further way found none , fo thick entwin'd, . 

As one continu'd brake , the undergrowth 

Of shrubs , and tangling bushes, had perplexed ~ 

All path of man , or beaic , that pafs'd that way. . 

One gate there only was , and that look'd eaft 

On th' other fide : which when th' arch-felion faw$ 

Due entrance he difdain'd > and in contempt 

At one (light bound high over-leap'd all bound 

Of hill , or higheft wall , and sheer within 

Lights on his feet. As when a prowling wolf, 

'Whom hunger drives to feek new haunt fbc prey* 

Watching where shepherd* pen their flocks at eye 

In hurdl'd cotes , amid the field fccure , 

Leaps o'er the fence with eafe into the fold : 

Or as a thief, bent to un-hoatd the cash 

Of fome rich burgher , whofe fubftantial doors » 

Crofs-barr'd , and bolted faft, fear no alfault, 

In at the.window climbs , or o'er the tiles : 

So clomb this fir A grand thief into God's fold;' fc 

( So fince into his Church lewd hirelings climb.) 

Thence up he flew , and on the Tree of Life * 

( The middle tree , and higheft that grew ) 

Sat like a cormorant ; yet not true life 

Thereby regain'd , but fat devifing death 

To them who liv'd ; nor on the virtue thought 

Of that life-giving planjt ,. but only us'd 

For profpe$ , what weU-us'd hajd been the pledge 

Of immortality. ( So little, knows 

Any » but God alone , to value right ' 

The good hefore him , but perveru beft things 
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l*o worft abufe , or to their meaneft ufe. ) 

Beneath him , with new wonder, now he view*f 

To all delight of human fenfe expos'd 

In harrow room, nature's whole wealth , yea morty 

A heav'n on earth ! for blifsful Paradife 

t>f God the garden was , by him in th' eaft 

Of Men planted; Eden AretchM her line 

From Auraji eaftward to the royal tow*r> 

Of great Seleucia , built by Grecinn Kings , 

Or where the fons of Edtn long before 

Dwelt in TeUffctr. In this pleafant foil 

His far more pleafant garden God ordain' d 

Out of the fertile ground he caus'd to grow 

All trees of nobleft kini , for fight , fmell, tafte J- 

And all amid them ftood the Tree of Life, 

High eminent , blooming ambrollal fruit 

Of vegetable gold : and next to life , 

Our death , the Tree of Knowledge , grew faft by J 

Knowledge of good bought dear by knowing ill ! 

Southward through Eien went a river targe, 

Nor chang'dhis couHTe , but through the shaggy hiU 

Pafs'd underneath ingulf *d ; fbr God had thrown 

That mountain a His garden mound , high rais'd 

Upon the rapid current , which through veins 

Of porous earth with kindly third up drawn, 

Rofe a fresh fountain , and with many a rill 

WaterM the garden ; thence united fell 

Down the fteep glade , and met the neather flood , 

Which from his darkfome paifage now appears : 

And now divided into four main ftreams i ~ 
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Rifils diver fc , wandring many a famous realm 
And country > whereof here' needs no account : 
Bur, rather to tell how > ( if arc could tell 
How) from that faphire fount the crifped brookt 
Rowling on orient pearl , and fands of gold , 
.With maxy error under pendent shades 
Ran Ne&ar , vifiting each plant » and fed 
Flow'jrs worthy of Paradife , which not nice art 
In beds , and curious knots , bat nature boon 
Pour'd forth profufe on bill, and dale, and plain » 
Jfoth where the morning fun firft warmly (mote 
The open field , and where the un-piercM shade - 
Imbrown'd the noon -tide bowers* Thus was tblt 

place , 
A happy rural feat of various view .* * 

proves ▼hofe rich trees wept od'ront grans , and 

balm ; 
Others whole fruit, bnanish'd with golden rind, " 
Hung amiable : Htjperian fables true , 
If true , here only, and of delicious tafte. 
Betwixt them lawns , or level downs , and flocktr 
Grazing the tender herb , were interpotM 4 
Or palmy hilioc * or the flowery lap 
Of fome irriguotu valley fpread her ftore g 
Flow'rs of all hue , and without ihorn Ae rofev 
Another fide , umbrageous grots * and cave* 
Of cool vecefs, o'er whitfh the mantling viae 
Lays forth for purple grape , and gently creeps • 
luxuriant: mean-while murm'ritfg waters fall 
Down the flop* hills , *$ea'J, or in a lake , - 
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( That co the fringed bank -with myrtle irownM "Z 

Hn chryftal mirrorholds ,. ) unite their ftreams. . 

The birds their choice apply ; airs , vernal airs » - 1 

Breathing the fmell of field and grove >• attune 

The tumbling leaves , while univerlal Pan , 

Knit with the Graces , and the Hours , in dance > ' 

Led on th* eternal fpring. Not that fair field 

Of Enact , where Prqferpiae gathering flow'rs , 

Her fclf a fairer flower r by gloomy Dis 

."Was gather'd ; which coft Ceres all that pain 

Tho feck her thro 1 the world'; nor that freer grove 

Of Daphne by Orontes, and th' infpir'd 

Caftalian fpring , might with this Paradife 

Of Eden ftrive : nor that Nyfeian ifle 

Girt with the river Triton , where old Cham > 

( Whom Gentiles Amman call , and Liban Jove )<- 

Hid Amalthea , and her florid fon 

Young Bacchus % froth bis ftepdame .Rhea*a eye : 

Nor where Abajf.it Kings their iffue guard-, - - 

Mount Amara ( though this by fome fuppos'd 

True Paradife ) under the JEthiop Line 

By Nilus 9 head , inclos'd with shining rock , 

A whole day's journey high ; but wide remote 

From this Afyrian garden : where the fiend 

Saw un-delighted all delight , all kind 

Of living creatures > new to fight » and ftraage*. 

Two of far nobler shape, ere& and tali » 
Godlike ere a ! with native honor clad 
In naked majefty , feexn'd Lords of all : 
And worthy feem'd : for in their, looks divine 
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tte image of their glorious Maker shon, 
Truth , wifdom , fen&itude fevere , and pure J 
Severe ,<but in true filial freedom placed , 
Whence true authority in men : though both 
Not equal , as their Tea not equal ieemM : 
For contemplation he, and valor fonn'd ; 
For fbftnefs she, and fweet attra&ive grace; 
He , for God only ; she » for God in him. 
His fair large front, and eye fublime , declarM 
AhXelute rule ; and hyacinthin locks 
Round from his parted forelock -manly hung 
Cluftrmg, -but not beneath his shoulders broad* 
She, as a veil, down to the flender waift 
Her <uiHaderned golden treiTes wore., 
Dilsheverd 5 but in wanton ringlets wav'd , 
As the vine curls her tendrils , which imply'd 
Subjection , but requir'd with gentle fway ; 
And Jby her yielded, by him.befrreceiv'd: 
Yielded with coy fufaanif&on ,. modeft. pride., 
Andfweet reluctant: amorous delay. 
Nor thofe myfterious parts were then conceal'd y 
Then was not guilty shame,, dithoneft shame 
Of nature** works ■; honor dishonorable! 
Sin bred i how have ye troubled all mankind 
With- shews inftead, mere, shews , of feeming pure ( 
And l?anish'd from man's, life his happieft life , 
Simplicity , and fpotlefs innocence ? 
So pafs'd they naked oit , - nor ahuirM the fight 
Of God, or Angel, for they -thought no ill. 
So hand uubaftd tbfy jutfd ► the lovclieftpair . . 
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That ever since in love's embraces met ; 
Adam she goodUeic man of men fince born 
His Tons ; the. nureft of iex daughters Ere*. 
Under .a tdft of shade > that on a green 
Stood whiipSring lore * by\ a freah fountain fide 
They fat thendota) and after no more toil 
Of their fceet gard'ning labor , than ftt&Vd 
To recommend cool 2ejhyr , and made cafe 
More eafy $ wholfome thirft, and appetite 
More grateful , to cheir fupper-rfroits they fell ; 
Ne&arine firuics J which the conft>liaat boaght 
Yielded them , £de4orig as they fat recline 
On the fort downy bank damasked with flow'cf * 
The favoary pulp they chew , and in the riad * - - ' i 
Still as they thirftcd , fcoop the brimming &ream i 
Nor gentle parpofe , nor endearing fmiles 
Wanted, nor youthful dalliance, as befetmc 
Fair couple , link'd in happy nuptial league , 
Alone as they. About them irisking plaid 
All beads of th* earth, ( fince wild, ) and of all 

?! chafe, 
In wood, or wildernefs, fbreft, or den; 
Sporting the lion camp'd, and in his paw 
Dandled the kid ; bear* , tigers, ounces , pards ; 
Gambol'd before them 5 th' unwieldy elephant , 
To make them mirth , us'd all his might , and 

wreath'd 
His lithe probofcit x dole the ferpent df 
Infinuaring, wore -with Gordian twine 
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Cave proof unheeded : others on the graft 
Couch' d , and now fill'd with pafture gazing fat. 
Or bed ward ruminating : for the fun , 
Declin'd , wat haftiag now with prone career 
f* th' ocean ides, and in th* afcending ftale 
Of heav'n the ftars , that usher evening, rofe : 
When Satan ftill in gaxe . as firft he ftood. 
Scarce thus at length faii'd fpeech recover'd fad. 
O Hell what do mine eyes with grief behold I 
Into our room of blifs thus high advanced 
Creatures of other mold ; earth-born perhaps » 
Not fpirits ; yet to heav'nly fpirits bright 
Little inferior ; whom my thoughts purine 
ypixh wonder > and could love , fo lively shinet 
In them divine resemblance , and fuch grace 
The hand that fbrm'd them on their shape hath 

pour'd* 
Ah gentle pair ! ye little think how nigh 
Your change approaches 5 when all thefe delighti 
Will vanish , and deliver ye to woe j 
More woe , the more your tafte is now of joy : 
Happy I but for fo happy ill fecurM 
long to cofttinne ; and this high feat your heav'n^ 
IU- fencM for heav'n , to keep out fuch a foe 
As now is enterM : yet no purposM foe 
To you , whom I could pity thus forlorn, 
Though I unaided. League with you I fcek J 
And mutual amity, lb (bait , fo dole. 
That I with you muft dwell , or yon with me 
Henceforth* *y «>rtWu^ haply may not gleefe f . 
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Like this fair Paradife , your fenfe ; yet fuch 
Accept, your Maker's work 5 He grave it me / 
Which I as freely give : hell shall unfold. 
To entertain you two, herwideft gates, 
And fend forth all her kings : there will be room; 
( Not like thefe narrow limits , ) to receive 
Your numerous offspring : if no better place , 
Thank Him who puts me loth to this revenge 
On you, who wrong me not , for Him who wrong'd* 
And should 1 at your harmlefs innocence 
Melt , (as I do ) yet public reafon juft, 
Honor , and empire with revenge inlargM , 
By conqu'ring this new world , compels me now 
To'do , what elfe ( though damn'd ) I should abhor* 

So fpake the fiend , and with neceflity , • ■ 
( The tyrant's plea , ) ezcus'd his devilish deeds* 
Then from his lofty ftand on that high tree , 
Down he alights among the fportful herd 
Ofthofe four-footed kinds; himfelf now one , 
Now other , as their shape beft ferv'd his end 
Nearer to' view his prey , and un-efpy'd 
To mark what of their ftate he more might learn » 
By word , or a&ion mark'd : about them round, 
A lion now he {talks with fiery glare; r 

Then, as a tiger , who by chance hath fpy'd, 
In fome purlieu , two gentle fawns at play, 
Strait cduches clofe , then rifing changes oft 
His couchant watch , as one who chofe his ground, 
Whence rushing he might fureft feixe them both , 
QripM in each paw : when Adam ,.firft of men , 

Xo 
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To firft of women , Eve , thus moving fpeech , 
Turn'd him, all ear, to hear new utterance flow. 

Sole partner , and fole part of all thefe joys • - 
Dearer thy felf than all ! need* muft the Pot's 
That made us , and for us this ample world, 
Be infinitely good, and of His good 
As liberal , and free, as infinite ; 
That rais'd us from the duft , and plac'd us here - 
In all this happinefs , who at His hand 
Have nothing merited , nor can perform 
Ought. whereof He hath need ; He ! who require* 
From us no other fervice than to keep 
This one , this eafie charge , of all the tree* 
In Paradife , that bear delicious fruit 
' So various, not to tafte that only Tree 
Of Knowledge , planted by the. Tree of Life : 
So near grows death to lire ! whatever death is : 
Some dreadful thing » no doubt : for well thop 

know'ft 
God hath pronounc'd it death to tafte that tree r 
T]ie only %n of our _ obedience left, 
Among fo many figns of pow*r ', and rule , 
Confer'd upon us 5 and dominion giv'n 
Over all other creatures that ppfTefs 
Earth , air , and Tea. Then , let us not think hard 
One eafie prohibition , who enjoy 
Free leave fo large to all' things elfe, and choict) 
Unlimited of manifold delights t 
But let us ever praife Him , and extol 
His>ounty , folloifing out ddughtfiil task. 
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To prune thefe growing plants , and tend theft 

flow'rs ; 
Which were it toilfome , yet with thee wene fweet. 
To whom thus Eve replyM. 6 thou ! for whom , 
And from whom I was fbrm'd ; &esh of thy flesh ; 
And without whom am to no erid ; my guide , 
And head ! what thou haft faid is juft , and right* 
For , we to Him indeed all praifes owe , 
And daily thanks ; I chiefly , who enjoy 
So far the happier lot , enjoying thee 
Prat-eminent by fo much odds ; while thou 
Like confort to thy felf canft no where find. 
That day I oft remember , when from deep 
I firft awak'd , and found my felf repos'd 
Under a shade of flowers ; much wond'ring where , 
And what I was , whence thither brought, and how* 
Not diftant far from thence , a murmuring found 
Of waters iftVd from a cave , and /)>read 
Into a liquid plain , then, flood, unnlov'd , 
Pbf e as th* expanfe of heav'n : I thither went , 
With in-experienc'4 thought , and laid me down* 
On the green bank , to look into the clear 
Smooth lake , that to me feexri'd another sky, 
fy I .bent down to look , juft oppoiite 
A shape within the watry gleam appeared > 
Bending, to look on me : I ftarted back ,* 
Ifftafteft back : butpleas'd I foon return'd; . 
PleasM it reyrurn'd as fbon ; with anfwering look* 
Of fympathy , and love : there I had fiVd 
Mine kyis till now, and pinM'with vain dd&t'f 1 
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Had not a voice thus warn'd me, " What thou feeft, 

" What there thou feeft, fair Creature, is rhy fclf ; 

" with thee it came , and goes : hut , follow me ,. 

" And I will bring thee where no shadow ftays 

" Thy coming , and thy foft embraces ; he 

u Wfcofe image thou art : him thou shalt enjoy 

«« Infeparably thine , to him shalt hear 

<( Multitudes like thy felf , and thence call'd 

«« Mother of human race. " What could 1 do 

TJut follow ftrait , invifibly thus led , 

Till 1 e/py'd thee ? fair indeed > and tall , 

Under a plantan ; yet , metboiight , lefs fair > 

Lefs winning foft , lefs amiably mild f 

Than that fmooth watry image : back 1 turn'd $ 

Thou following cry 4' ft aloud , return fair Eve , 

Whom ify'ft thou } whom thou fly'ft , of him.thoii 

arc, 
His flesh , his bone ; to give thee Being I tent 
Out of my fide to thee , neareft my heart , 
Sub/lantial fife , to have thee by my fide 
Henceforth an individual folace dear : 
Part of my foul , I feek thee ; and thee claim » 
My other half ! • . . . With that, thy gentle hand 
Seised mine ; I yielded ; and from that time fee 
How beauty is excell'd by manly grace , 
And wifdom , which alone is truly fair. 

So fpake our general mother ; and with eyei 
Of conjugal atcra&ion unreprov'd , 
.And meek furreader > half embracing leanM 
On oar Atft 6&er ; hifher (welling breaft '"" 
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Naked met his , under the flowing gold 
Of her loofe treflfes hid : he ( in delight 
Both of her beauty, and fubmiflive charms,} 
Smil'd with fuperior love 5 as Jupiter 
On Juno finiles , when be impregns the clouds , 
That shed May»-flow'rs 5 and prefs'd her matron- li, 
With kifles pure : • . . . afide the devil turn'd 
For envy , yet with jealqus leer malign 
EyM them askance ; and to himfelf thus plain'd. . 
Sight hateful , fight tormenting ! thus thefe twe 
Imparadis'd in one another's arms , 
( The happier Eden I ) shall enjoy their fill 
Of btifs on blifs : while I to hell am thruft ; 
Where neither jay, nor love, but fierce.defire * 
( Among our other torments net the leaft ) 
Still unfulfilPd with pain of longing, pines* 
Vet let' me not forget what 1 have gain'd 
From their own mouths : all is not theirs , it fe,ems 
One fatal Tree there (lands , of Knowledge call'd 
Forbidden, them to tafte. Knowledge forbidden \ 
Sufpicious , reafonlefs, Why should their Lord . 
Envy them that r can it be (in to know \ 
Can it be death * and do they only (land 
By ignorance \ is that their happy ftate , 
The proof of their obedience * and their faith \ 
O fair foundation laid wheteon to build * 
Their ruin ! hence I will excite their minds. 
With more defire to know , and to rejed 
Envious .commands , invented with defign 
To keep thorn low, whom knowledge might exall 
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Equal with Gods : afpiring to be fiich , 
They tafte » and die : what likelier can enfue ) 
Bug firft , with narrow fearch I muft walk round 
This garden , and no corner leave un-fpy'd ; 
A chance but chance may lead where 1 may meet . 
Some wandring fpirit of heav'n » by fountain-fide 
Or in thick shade retir'd, from him to draw 
\Phat further would he learn'd. Live while ye may, 
Vet happy pair! enjoy, till I return* 
Styort pleafures ; for , long woes are to fucceed ! 
So faying , his proud ftep he fcornful turn'd * 
But with fly circumfpe&ion ; and began 
^Through wood , through wafte , o'er hill > o'er dale 

his roam. 
Mean-while in utmoft longitude » where heav'n 
With earth and ocean meets , the fetting fun 
Slowly defcended ; and with right afped 
Againfl the e aft em gate ox" Paradife 
Level'd his evening rays : it was a rock 
Of alabafter , pil'd up to the clouds , 
Conspicuous far 5 winding with one afcent 
Acc^ifible from jearth , one entrance high : 
The reft was craggy cliff, that over-hung 
Still -as it rofe, impoffible to climb* 
Betwixt theie rocky pillars Gabriel fat , 
Chief of th' Angelic guards, awaiting night : 
About him exercis'd heroic games 
Iti* unarmed youth of heav'n ,* but nigh at hand 
Coejeftial armory ,. shields , helms , and fpears , 
fliuLQ bisj^is. with diamond flaming , and with gold* 
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Thither came Uriel , gliding- through the ev'n 
On a fun-beam , fwift'as a shooting ftar 
In autumn thwarts the night , when vapors fir'd 
Jrapre fs the air » an4 shew the mariner 
From what point of his Compafs to beware 
Impetuous winds ; he thus began in hafte. 

Gabriel ! to thee thy courfe by lot hath giv'n 
Charge , and Arid watch > that to this happy place 
No evil thing approach > or enter in : 
This day , at height of noon, came to my fphere 
A fpirit ; zealous , as he feem'd , to know 
More of th' Almighty's works ; and chiefly man * 
God's lateft image : I defcrrb'd his way, 
Bent all on fpeed , and maik'd his aery gait : 
But , in the mount that lies from Eden north , 
Where he firft lighted , foon difecrn'd his looks 
Alien from heav'n , with paflions foul obfeur'd : 
Mine eye purfu'd him Ail] , but under shade 
Loft fight of him : one of the banish' d crew , 
I fear, hath venturM from the Deep , to ralfe 
New troubles 5 him thy care mud be to find. 

To whom the winged warrior tnus return'd : 
Uriel ! no wonder if thy perfed fight , 
Amid the fun's bright circle , where thou fit'ft. 
See far, and wide : in at this gate none pafs 
The vigilance here plac'd , but fuch as come 
Wf U- known from heav'n ; and fince meridian hooi 
No creature thence. If fpirit of other fort , 
So minded , have o'er-leap'd thefe earthy boundi . 
On ptirpofe , hard thou know'fi it to exclude; 
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Spiritual fubftance with corporeal bar. 
Beit , if within the circuit of thefe walks , 
In whatfeever shape, he hirk , of whom 
Thou tell'ft , by morrow dawning 1 shall know, 

So^promisM he ; and Vritl to his charge * 

Return 'd , on that bright beam , whofc point new 

Tais'd 
Bore him (lope downward to the fun , now rail's 
Beneath th' Aborts : whither the prime orb, 
Incredible howfwifc, had rbither rowPd 
Diurnal ; or this lefs rolubil earth , 
By shorter flight to th' caft , had left him thert f " 
Arraying with refle&ed purple , and gt>ld, 
The clouds that on his weftern throne attend. 

Now came ftill evening on , and twilight grcjr 
Had in her fober livery all things clad : 
Silence accompagny'd ; for beaft , and bird , 
They to their gralTy couch , thefe to their jieftr , 
Were flunk ; all but the wakeful nightingale 5 
She all night long her amourous defcant fung ; ' 
*Siience was pleasM : now glow'd the firmament 
With living faphirs 5 Hefyerut , that led * 

The (tarry hdft , rode brighteft ; till the moon , ' 
Riling in clouded majefty at length , 
Apparent Queen , unveil'd her peerlefs light , 
And o'er the dark her filver mantle threw ; 
iV^ien Adan tfcu* to E*e : fair confort l th' hour * 
Of night, and all things now retirM to reft , 
Mind us of like repofe ; fince God hath fet 
(abot *nd-*eft ; «i djry and n%ht ,■ to men • •« * 
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Succeffivc ; and the timely dew of deep , 
Now falling with foft flumbrous weight , incline! 
Our eye-lids. Other creatures all day-long 
Rave idle , un-employ'd , and leCs need reft ; 
Man hath his daily work of body , or mind > 
^Appointed, which declares his iiignity , 
And the regard of heav'n on all his ways : 
While other animals una&ive range $ 
And of their doings God takes no account. 
To- morrow j e'er fresh morning ftreak the eail 
With fiift approach of light, we muft be ris'n^ 
And at our pleafant labor, to reform 
Yon flow'ry arbors $ yonder allies green , 
Our walk at noon > with branches overgrown ; • 
That mock our fcant manuring , and require 
More hands than ours to lop their wanton growth* 
Thofe bloflfoms alfp, and thofe dropping gums* 
That lie beftrown, undghtly, and unfmooth , 
Ask riddance , if we mean to tread with eafe .: 
Mean- while » as nature wills , night bids us reft. 
. To whom thus Ere, with perfect beauty adorn' 4. 
My author, and.difpo.fer! what thou bidft 
Un- argu'd 1 obey ; fo God ordains : 
God is thy law , thou mine : to know no more: 
Is woman's hap pie ft knowledge , and her praife^ 
With thee converting 1 forget all time ; 
All feafons., and their change , all pleafe alike : 
Sweet is the breath of. morn , her riling fweet, 
With charm of eaUieft birds .: pleafant the fun > . 
When full on this delightful land he fpieadt 
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His orient beams , on herb , tree, fruit, and fLow'r , 
GlifVring with dew : fragrant the fertile earth 
After fort show'rs : and fweet the coming on 
Of grateful ev'ning mild : then, filent night, 
r With this her folemn bird , and this fair moon » 
And thefe the gems of heav'n , her ftarry train. 
But neither breath of morn , when she afcends 
With charm 6f earlieft birds : nor riling fun 
On this delightful land : nor herb , fruit , flower, 
GliiVring with dew : nor fragrance after show'rs : 
Not grateful evening mild : nor filent night , 
With this her folemn bird : nor. walk by moon : 
Or glittering ftar- light , without thee is. fwcet. ... 
But wherefore all night long shine thefe * for 
t • whom 
This .glorious fight , when deep hath shut all eyes ) 

To whom our general anceftor. reply'd. 
Daughter of God and man , accomplish'd Eve ! 
Thefe have their courfe to finish , round the earth, 
By morrow ev'ning ; and from land to land 
In order, though to nations yet unborn, 
Minifying light prepar'd , they fet , and rife : 
Left total darknefs should by night regain 
Her old pofTe/fion , and extinguish life 
In nature , and all things ; which thefe foft fire| 
Not only enlighten , but with kindly. heat , 
Of various influence , foment , and warm , 
Temper , or nourish > or in part shed down 
Their ftellar virtue , on all kinds that grow; 
pn earth ; made hereby apter to receive 
Joint L ■-.-■. ^ 
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Perfj&ion from the fun's more potent ray. 
Thefe then, though ua- beheld in deep of night ,' 
Shine not in vain : nor think , though men ▼ere 

none , 
That heav'n would want fpe&ators , God vane 

praife : 
Millions of fpiritual creatures walk the earth 
tin- feen , both when we wake, and when we deep • 
All thefe , with ceafelefs praife , his works behold 
Both da/, and night : how ofcen , from the deep 
Of echoing hill , or thicket , have we heard 
Ccrleftial voices , to the midnight air 
( Sole , or refponfive each to other's note ) 
Singing their great Creator 3 oft in bands 
VPhile they k^ep watch, or nightly rounding walk , 
With heav'nly touch of inftrumental founds , 
In full harmonie number join'd , their fongs 
Divide the night , and lift our thoughts to heaven. 

Thus talking , hand in hand , alone they pafs'd 
On to their blifsful bow'r : it was a place 
Chos'n by the Sovereign Planter, when He fram'd 
All things to man's delightful ufe : the roof , 
Of thickeft covert , was inwoven shade , 
Xaurel , and myrtle ; and what higher grew » 
Of firm , and fragrant leaf : on either fide 
Acanthus , and each od'rous bushy shrob , 
Fenc'd up the verdant wail : each beauteous flow'r, 
Iris all hues, rofes, and jeflamin, 
Rear'd high their flourished beads between, and 
wro«ght 
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Mofaic : underfoot the violet, 
Crocus , and hyacinth , with rich in- lay 
Broider'd the ground 5 more coiorM , than witik 

(lone 
Of coftlieft emblem : other creature here » 
Beaft, bird , infect, or worm, durft enter none; 
Such was their awe of man ! In shady bow'r 
More facred, and fequefter*d , though but feign'd, 
Pan, or Sylvanus , never flept ; nor Nymph , 
Nor Faunus , haunted. Here , in clofe recefs , 
"With flowers, garlands, and fweet-fmellings herbs, 
Efpoufed Eve deck'd firft her nuptial bed : 
An heav'nly Choirs the Hymeacan fung , 
What day the genial Angel to our fire 
Brought her, in naked beauty more adorn'd, 
More lovely , than Pandora ; whom the Gods 
Endow'd with all their gifts , ( and O , too lik 
Ind fad event ! ) when to th'unwifer fon 
Of Japhet brought by Hermes , she infnaxM * 
Mankind with her fair looks , to be avengM 
On him who had dole Jove's authentic fire. 

Thus at their shady Lodge arriv'd, both flood V 
Both turn'd , and under open sky ador'd 
The God that made both sky , air , earth , and 

heav'n , 
Which they beheld ; the moon's refplendent globe. 
And ftarry Pole : Thou alfo mad'ft the night , 
Maker Omnipotent ! and Thou the day , 
Which we in our appointed work employed 
HUrefiniihM, happy in ojur mtnal help^ 
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And mutail love , the crown cf all oar feEi 
Ordain'd by Thee ; and this delicious place, 
For uf too laige ; *here Thy abundance wants 
Pa rraker: , and uncrop'd falls to the ground. 
£jt Thau haft promis'd from os two a race 
To fill the earth , who shall with ox extol 
Tby goodnefs infinite , both when we wake » 
And vhen tc feck , at now , Tby gift of deep. 

This faid unanimous , and other rices 
Obferving none , but adoration pure , 
.Which God likes beft , into their in moil bow'r 
Handed they went ; and (eas'd the petting off 
Thefe troubleforne difguifes which ve. wear , ) 
Strait fide by lide were laid : nor turn'd , I vecn 
Aiim from his fair fpcufe ; nor Eve the rites 
Myffecrious of connubial love refus'd : 
Whatever hypocrites au ft trtly talk 
Of purity , and place , and innocence ; 
Defaming as impure what God declares 
Pure ; and commands to fome, leaves free to all« 
Our Maker bids incrcafe ; vho bids abftain, 
£ut our deftroyer , foe to God , and man ? 
Hail wedded love ! myfterions law, true fource 
Of human offspring , foie propriety 
In Paradife ! of all things common elfe. 
fiy thee adult'rou* luft was driv'n from men V 
Among the beftial herds to range ; by thee > 
(Founded in rcafon, loyal, juft, and pure) 
Relations dear , and all the charities 
pf fcthct | (on i a&d brother , firft were known* 
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Far be it , chat I should write thee fin , or blame 
Of think thee un-befitting holieft place ; * 

Perpetual fountain of domeftic fweets ! 
"Whofe bed is undcBPd, and chafte , pronouncM , 
Prefent, or paft ; as faints , and patriarchs us'd. 
Here , Love his golden shafis employs ; here lights 
ftis conftant lamp ; and waves his-purple wings i - 
Reigns here, and revels : not in the bought fmile 
Of harlots, lovelefs , joylefs, un-endear'd *. 
Cafual fruition ! nor in Court-amours , 
Mix'd dance , or wanton mask , or midnight ball, 
Or ferenate, which the ftarv'd lover firtg.s 
Xo his proud Fair: beft quitted with di dain. 
Thefe, lull'd by nightingales, embracing; flcpt : 
And on their naked limbs the flow'ry roof 
ihower'd rofes , which the morn repairM. Sleep on 
Bleft pair ! and O ! yat happieft, if ye feck 
No happier flate , and know to know no more. 

Now had night meafurM, with her shadowy cone, 
Half-way up hill this vaft fublunar vault: 
And. from their ivory port the Cherubim 
Forth lifting at th' accuftom'd hour , ftood armtf 
To their night watches in warlike parade , . ."' - 
Whtn Gabriel to his next in pow*r thus fpake. 

Ui{iel / half thefe draw off, and coaftthe fouth. 
Withdftri&eft watch : thefe other wheel the north : 
Our circuit meets full weft. As flame they part > . 
Half wheeling to the shield , half to the fpear. 
From tljefe, two ftrong and-fubtile fpiriw he call'd, 
That near Jum ftood , and gave, them thua in charge, i 
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Ithuriel , and Zephon ! with wing'd fpeed 
Search thro* this garden , leave unfearch'd no nook i 
But chiefly where thofe two fair creatures- lodge > 
Now laid perhaps afleep , fecure of harm. 
This evening from the fun's decline arriv'd , 
,"VPho tells of fome infernal fpirit > feen 
Hitherward bent ( who could have thought ? ^ 

efcap'd 
The bars of hell; on errand bad , no doubt : 
Such, where ye find* feize faft, and hither brings 

So faying , on he led his radiant files , 
Dailing the moon : thefe to the bow*r direct , 
In fearch of whom they fought : him there the^ 

found 9 
Squat like a toad , clofe at the ear of Eve ; 
A flaying » by his devilish art , to reach 
The organs of her fancy , and with them forge 
lllufions , as he lift , phantafms, and dreams : 
Or.if , infpiring venom , he might taint 
Th* animal fpirit s, that from pure blood arife* 
Like gentle breaths from rivers pure ; thence raife* 
At laft diftemper'd , difcontented thoughts ; 
Vain hopes , vain aims , inordinate de fires , 
Blown up with high conceits ingendring pride. 
Him thus intent Ithuriel with his fpear 
Tottch'd lightly 5 ( for no falshood can endure 
Touch of cocleftial temper , but returns 
Of force to its own likenefs ) up he ftarts > 
Difcover'd , and furpriiM. As when a fpark 
lights oa a heap of nitsous powder, laid 
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Fit for the tun , fomc magazine to ftore 
Againft a rumor'd war » the fmutty grain 
With fudden blaze diffus'd > inflames the air : 
So-ftarted up, in his own shape, the fiend. 
Back ftep'd thofe two fair Angels , half amai'd, 
So fudden to behold the grifly King ; 
Yet thus , unmov'd with fear , accoft him foon. 

Which of thofe rebel fpirits, adjudged to hell; 
Com'ft thou , efcap'd thy prifon ? and transform'd 
Why fat'ft thou , like an enemy in irait , 
Here watching at the head of thefe that fleep ? 

Know ye not then , faid Satan, fili'd with fcorn* 
Know ye not Me * ye knew me once no mate 
For you ; there fitting where you durft not foar s 
Not to know me argues yourfelves unknown. 
The loweft of your throng : or if ye know, 
Why ask ye, and fuperfluous begin 
Your meflage, like to end as much in vain? 

To whom thus Zephon , anfwering fcorn witk 
fcorn, 
Think not , revolted fpirit ». thy shape the fame » 
Or un-diminish'd brightnefs , to be known 
As when thou ftoodft inheav'n, upright , and pure : 
That glory then , *hen thou no more waft good. 
Departed from thee ; and thou refembl*ft now 
Thy fin , and place of doom , obfeure , and foul. 
But come ! for thou, be fure , shah give account 
To hfm who Tent us , whofe charge is to keep 
This place inviolable , and thefe from harm. 

So fptke the Cherub 5 and his grave rebuke » . 
L4 
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Severe in youthful beauty , added grace 
Invincible : abash'd the devil ftood, 
And felt how awful goodnefs is , and faw 
Virtue in her shape how lovely ; faw, and pinM 
Hit lofs : but chiefly to find here obfervM 
His luftre vifibly rnpair'd : yet feem'd 
Undaunted. If I muft contend , faid he , 
Be ft with the beft , the fender not the fenti 
Or all at once ; more glory will be won , 
Or lefs be loft. Thy fear, faid Zephon bold; 
.Will fave us tryal what the leaft can do 
Single againft thee wicked , and thence weak. 

The fiend reply'd not , overcome with rage ( 
But like a proud fteed rein'd, went haughty on. 
Champing his iron curb : to ftrive , or fly , 
He held it vain 5 awe from above had quell'd 
His heart , not elfe difmayM. Now drew they nig£ 
The weftern point , where thofe half- rounding* 

guards 
Juft met, and clofing ftood in fquadron join'd , 
Awaiting next command ; to whom their Chief,] 
Gabriel , from the Front thus call'd aloud. 

O friends ! 1 hear the tread of nimble feet 
Hafting this way ; and now by gliraps difcera 
Ithuriel, and Zephon, though the shade; 
And with them comes a third of regal port > 
But faded fplendor wan 5 who by his gait , 
And fierce demeanor', feems the Prince of hell : 
Not likely to part hence without conteft : 
Stand firm , for in hie look defiance low'rs. 
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He fcarcc had enckd, when thofe two approach'd, • 
And brief related whom they brought , where 

found > 
How bufied > in what form , and pofture , couch'd : 
To whom with ftern regard thus Gabriel fpake. 
"Why haft thou, S&tan ! broke the bounds pref-^ 
crib'd 
To tKy tranfgreflions , and difturb'd the charge 
' Of others , who approve not to tranfgrefs 
By thy example J but have pow'r , and right > 
To queftion thy bold entrance on this place 5 • 
Erriploy'd , it feems , to violate deep , and thofe 
Whofe dwelling Ood hath planted here in blifs } 

To whom thus Satan, with contemptuous brow: : 
Gabriel ! thou hadft in heav'n th* efteem of wife , r 
And fuch 1 held thee ; but this qucftion ask'd 
Puts me in doubt. Lives there who loves his pain ? ' 
[Who would not, finding way, break loofe from ■ 

hell, 
Tho* thither doom'd ? thou wouldft thyfelf , no 

doubt , 
And boldly venture to whatever place , 
Fartheft from pain 5 where thou might'ft hope to 

change 
Torment with eafe, and fooneft recompenfe 
Dole with delight ; which in this place 1 fought : 
Tho thee no reafon , who know'ft only good » 
But evil haft not try'd. And wilt objed 
His will who bounds us 3 let Him furer bar 
His iron gates , if He intends our ftay 
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In that dark durance ! thus much what was ask'd. 
The reft is true : they found me where they fay j 
But that implies not violence , or harm. 

Thus he in fcorn. The warlike Angel mov'd , 
Difdainfully half fmiling , thus reply'd. 
O lofs of one in heav'n to judge of wife, 
Since Satan fell , whom folly overthrew ! 
And now returns him , from his prifon fcap'd , 
Gravely in doubt whether to hold them wife , 
Or not , who ask what boldne Cs brought him hither 
Un-licens'd, from his bounds in hell prefcrib'd; 
So wife he judges it to fly from pain 
However , and to fcape his punishment ! 
So judge thou ftill, prefumptuous ! till the wrath^ 
Which thou incur'ft by flying , meet thy flight 
Sev'nfold , and fcourge that wifdom back to hell , 
Which taught thee yet no better , that no pain 
Can equal anger infinite provok'd. 
But whereforefchou alone ? wherefore with thee 
Came not all hell broke loofe ? is pain to them 
Lefs pain , 1c fs to be fled f or thou than they 
Lefs hardy to endure ? couragious Chief ! 
The firft in flight from pain ! Hadft thou alledgM 
To thy deferted hoft this caufe of flight, 
Thou furely hadft not come fole fugitive 

To which the fiend thus anfwei'd , frowning 
ftern. 
Not that 1 lefs endure, or shrink from pain , 
Infulting Angel ! well thou krrow'ft I flood 
Thy fierceft , when in battel to thy aid 
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The blading voilied thunder made all fpced , 
And fecond^d thy elfe not dreaded fpear. 
Bat dill thy words at random , as before , 
Argue thy in-experience , what behoves , 
( From hard atTays, and ill fuccefles pa ft', ) - 
A faithful Leader , not to hazard all 
Through ways of danger, by himfelf mitry'd: 
I therefore , 1 alone , firft undertook 
To wing the defolate abyfs , and fpy 
This new-created world , whereof in hell 
Fame is not fiknt ; here in hope to find 
Better abode , and my arfli&ed Pow'rs 
To fettle here on earth , or in mid air ; 
Though , for poitlfTion , pur to try once more 
What thou , and thy gay legions , dare againft t 
Whofe eafier bufinefs were to ferve their Lord 
High up in heav'n > with fongs to hymn His thrcH 

ne, 
And pra&is'd diftances to cringe , not fight. 
To whom the warrior Angel foon replyM : 
To fay , and ftrait unfay , pretending firft 
Wife to fly pain , profefling next the fpy » 
Argues no Leader , but a liar trae'd , 
Satan / and could thou faithful add r O name > 
O facred name of faithfulnefs proran'd I 
Faithful to whom ? to thy rebellious crew , 
Army of fiends ? fit body to fit head ! 
Was this your difcipline , and faith engag*d> 
Your military obedience , to diflblve 
Allegitnft to ih* acknowledge PoVr fugreme ^ 
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And thou , fly hypocrite ! who now wouldft feci 
Patron of liberty , who more than thou 
Once fawn'd, and cring'd , and fervily ador'd 
Heav'n's awful Monarch ? wherefore ? but in he 
To^difpoifefs him , and thy felf to reign ? 
But mark what I aread thee n^w : avant ! 
Fly thither whence thou fledft ! If from this h< 
Within thefe hallow' d limits thou appear, 
Back to th' infernal pit 1 drag thee chain'd , 
And feal thee fo , as henceforth not to fcora 
The facil gates of hell too (lightly barr'd. 

So threaten'd he : but Satan to no threats 
Gave heed , but waxing more in rage , reply'd. 
Then , when I am thy captive , talk of chains 
PrQud limitary Cherub i but e'er then 
Far heavier load thy felf expect to feel 
Srom my prevailing arm ; though heaven's Kir 
Ride on thy wings , and thou with thy compeer* 
Us'd ta the yoke , draw'ft his triumphant wheel 
In progrefs thro' the road of heav'n ftar-pav'd, 
"While thus he fpake , th' Angelic fquad 
bright - 
Turn'd fiery red , sharpning in mooned horns 
Their phalanx , and began to hem him round 
With ported fpears ; as thick , as when a field 
Of Cerep , ripe for harveft , waving bends 
Her bearded grove of ears, which way the win 
Sways them 5 the careful plowman doubting ftar 
Left on the threshing floor his hopeful sheaves 
Prove chaif. On th' other fide , Satan alarm'd , 
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Collecting all his might, dilated flood 

Like Tenerif, or Atlas , .un-remov'd : 

His ftature reach'd the sky* and on his creft 

Sat Horror plum'd ; ndr wanted in his grafp 

[What feem'd both fpear , and shield. Now dread-; 

ful deeds 
Might have enfu'd : not only Paradife " 
In this gommotion , but the ftarry cope 
Of heav'n perhaps , or all the elements , 
At lead had gone to wreck , difturb'd , and torn 
With violence of this conflict, had not foon 
TV Eternal , to prevent fuch horrid fray , 
Hung forth in heav'n his golden fcalcs , yet feen 
Betwixt Jftraa, and the Scorpion Sign, 
( Wherein all things created firft he weigh'd , 
The pendulous round earth, with balanc'4 air 
In counterpoife : now, ponders all events, 
Battels , and realms : ) in thefe he put two weights; 
The fequel each of parting, and of fight ; 
The latter quick up flew , and kick'd the beam : 
Which Gabriel fpying » thus befpake the fiend. 
Satan ! I know thy ftrength , and thou know'ft 
mine : 
Neither our own , but giv'n : what folly then 
To boaft what arms can do ? fince thine no more 
Than heav'n permits ; nor mine , tho' doubled now 
To trample thee as mire : for proof look up , 
And read thy lot in yon cceleftial Sign ; 
k Where thou art weigh'd , and shown how light ,' 
how weak > 
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If thou refift .... The fiend look'd up, and knc 
His mounted fcale aloft : nor more $ but fled 
Muim'jring • and vith him fled the shades of nigh 



The End of the fourth Booh 
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BOOK V. 



The A R G U M E N T. 

Morning approack'd , Eve relates to Adam 
her trouble fome dream ; he likes it not, yet 
comforts her : they come forth to their daily 
labors : their morning hymn at the door of 
their bower. God , to render Man inexcu- 
falle , fends Raphael to admonish him of 
his obedience , of his free efiate , of his 
enemy near at hand, who he is , and why 
his enemy , and whatever elfe may avail 
Adam to know. Baphael comes down to 
Paradife ; his appearance defcrib'd , his 
coming difcernd by Adam afar- off, Jit- 
ting at the door of his bower ; he goes out 
to meet him, brings him to his lodge, enr- 
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tertains him with the choicejl fruits of 

• Paradife got together by Eve ; their dif- 

; courfe at table : Raphael performs his mef- 

fage , minds Adam of his fiate , and of 

his enemy ; relates , at Adam\r requejt , 

who that enemy is , and how he came to 

be fo ; beginning from his jirjl revolt in 

heaven, and the occafion thereof; how he 

drew his legions after him to the parts of 

the north , and there incited them to rebel 

with him ; perfy.ading all but only AbdieJ, 

a Seraph , ivho in argument dijjiiades and 

oppofes him, then forfakes him* 



*^^J* 
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N. 



OW Morn / her rofy fteps In th' eaftern clime 
Xdvancing, fow'd the earth with orient pearl, 
When Alam wak'd : fo cuftom'd ; for his flcep 
Was aery-light, from pure digeftion bred, 
And temperate vapors bland , which th' only found 
Of leaves , and fuming rills , ( Aurora's fan ) 
Lightly difpers'd, and the shrill matin long 
Of birds on every bough. So much the more 
His wonder was , to find unwaken'd Eve 
With treffes difcompos'd , and glowing cheek ^ 
As through unquiet reft : he, on his fide 
Leaning half-rais'd, with looks of cordial love 
Hung over her enamor'd ; and beheld 
Beauty , which , whether waking or afleep , 
Shot forth peculiar graces : then , with voice 
Mild as when Zephyrus on Flora breathes , 
Her hand fo ft- touching, whifper'd thus : Awake 
My faircft , my efpous'd , my lateft found , 
HeavVs laft beft gift , my ever- new delight! 
Awake : the morning shines , and the fresh field 
Calls us ; we lofe the prime , to mark how fpring 
Our tended plants , how blows the citron grove , 
What drops the myrrh , and what the balmy reed, 
How nature plaints h^r colors , how the bee 
Sits on the bloom extracting liquid Tweet. 

Such whifp'ring wak'd her , but with ftartled eye 
On Alam ; whom embracing, thus she fpake. 
O fole ! In whom my thoughts find all repofe , 

Tome I: M 
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My glory , my perfe&ion ! glad I fee 
Thy face , and morn return'd ; for I this night ,' 
(Such night till this I never pafs'd, ) have dream 1 
(If dream'd ) not , as 1 oft am wont , of thee > 
.Works of day pafs'd , or morrow's next defign 
But, of orTenfe , and trouble > which my mind 
Knew never till this irkfome night. Methought: 
Clofe at mine ear one call'd me forth to walk 
With gentle voice ; thought it thine : it faid , 
Why fleep'ft thau.Eve f now is the plea fan t tinu 
The cool , the filent, fave where file nee yields 
To the night- warbling bird , that now awake 
Tunes fweetcfthis love-labor'd fong ; now reign 
Full-orb 'd the moon , and with more pleafant lig 
Shadowy fets off the face of things ; in vain , 
1/ none regard : heav'n wakes with all his eyes 
Whom to behold but Thee , nature's defire f 
In wjipfe fight all things joy , with ravishment 
Attracted by thy beauty ftiil to gaxe. 
I rofe , as at thy call ,* but found thee not : 
To flndthee I dire&ed then my walk ; 
And on , methought , alone 1 pafs'd , thro' way* 
That brought me on a fudden to the Tree 
Of interdicted Knowledge : fair h feem'd » 
Much fairer , to my fancy , than by day : 
And as 1 wond'ring look'd , befide it flood 
Q v ne.shapM, and wing'd, like one of thofe fto 

Heav'n , 
By. us oft feen : his dewy locks diftill'd 
Amfrojia; oa that, tree he atfp gai'd ;. 
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And > O fair plant > faid he > with fruit furcharg'd ! 
Deigns noae to cafe thy load > and taite thy fwcet ! 
Nor God , nor man ? Is knowledge fo defpis'd \ 
Or envy, or what refer v« forbids to taft; ? 
Forbid who will > none shall from me with-hold 
Longer thy oflfer'd good : why elfe fet here i 
This, faid , he paus'd not , but with vent'rous arm 
He pluck'd , he tailed : me damp horror chill'd 
At fuch bold words , voach'd with a deed fo hold* 
But he thus , overjay'd : O fruit divine ! 
Sweet of thy felf, but much more fweet thus crowM 5- 
Forbiddenhere., itfeems , as only fit 
For God* , yet able to make God« of men : 
And why not Gods of men , fince good the. more 
Communicated , more abundant grows , 
The author not impair'd , but honored more 3 
Here, happy creature, fair Angelic Eve / 
Partake chou a-lfo : happy though thou art , 
Happier thow may'ft be / worthier canft not be r - 
Tafte this , and be henceforth among the Gods 
Thy felf a Goddefe * not to earth confiVd, 
But fometimes in the air , as we ; fometlmea 
Afcend to heav'n , by merit thine, and fee 
"What life the Gods live there , and fuch live Tho*. 
So faying > he drew nigh , and to me held , 
Ev'n'to my mouth , of that fame fruit held part 
WKieh- he had pluck'd : the pleafant favoury fmell 
So quicken'd appetite, that I , me thought , 
CouU «of buttatfte ! Forthwith up to theclouds- 
jWith bimUftew , and -underneath beheld. 
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The earth outftretch'd immenfe , a profpeft wide ," 
And various : wond'ring ac my flight , and change 
Tho this high exaltation ; fuddenly 
My guide was gone , and I , methought, funk 
down , . - 

And fell afleep : but O , how glad I wak'd 
Tho find this but a dream ! Thus Eve her night 
Related , and thus Adam anfwer'd fad. 

Beit image of my felf, and dearer half! 
The trouble of thy thoughts this night in deep 
Affe&s me equally : nor can I like 
This uncooth dream , of evil fprung, I fear. 
Yet evil whence i in thee can harbour none » 
Created pure. But know , that in the foul 
Are many letter faculties, that ferve 
Reafon as chief : among thefe Fancy next 
Her office holds : of all external things, 
Which the five watchful fenfes reprefent ; 
She forms imaginations , aery shapes > 
Which Reafon joining , or disjoining , frames 
All what we affirm , or what deny , and call 
Our knowledge , or opinion 5 then retires 
Into her private cell > when nature refts. 
Oft in her abfence mimic Fancy wakes 
To imitate her; but, mis- joining shapes, 
Wild work produces oft > and moft in dreams ? 
Hi matching words , and deeds, long paft, or late* 
Some fuch refemblances methinks I find 
Of par lad evening's talk, in this thy dream 5 
Sue with addition Grange J yet , be not fad : 
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Evil into the mind of God , or man , 
May come , and go , fo un-approv'd , and leave 
No fpot or blame behind i which gives me hope 
That what in deep thou didft abhor to dream , - 
Waking- thou never wilt con fen t -to do. 
Be not dif-hearten'd then , nor cloud thofe looks, 
That wont to be more chearful, and ferene, 
Than when fair morning firft fmiles on the world : 
And let us to our fresh employments rife , 
Among the groves , the fountains » and the flow'rs, < 
That open, now their choiceft bofom'd fmells , 
Referv'd from night , and kept for thee in (tore. 
So chear'd he his fair fpoufe , and she was 
chear'd ; ; ' 

But filently a gentle tear let fall 
From either eye , and wip'd them with her hair: 
Two other precious drops that ready ftood , 
Each in their cryftal fluice , he e'er they fell 
Kifs'd , as the gracious figns of fweet remorfe, 
And pious awe , that fear'd to have offended. 
So all was clear'd , and to the field they hafte : 
But firft, from under shady arboro us roof, 
Soon as they forth were come to open fight 
.Of day-fpring) and the fun , ( who fcarce up-ris'n > 
With wheels yet hov'ring o'er the ocean-brim, 
Shot parallel to th* earth his dewy ray , 
Difcov'ring in wide landfcape all the eaft 
Of Paradife , and Eden's happy plains. ) 
Lowly they bow'd , adoring , and began 
Their orifons , each morning duly paid 
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In various ftyle ; for neither various ftyle , 
Nor holy rapture , wanted they-, to praife 
Their Maker , in fie ft rains pronoune'd , or Tung 
Unmeditated ; fuch prompt eloquence 
Fiow'd from their lips, in profe, of numerous verfe : 
More tunable , than needed lute , or harp , 
To add more fweetnefs ; and they thus began. 

Thefe are Thy glorious works , Parent of Good ! 
Almighty • Thine this univerfal frame , 
Thus wondrous fair ; Thy felf how wondrous then ! 
Unfpeakable ! who fitt'ft above thefe heav'ns , ' 
To us invisible, or dimly feen 
In thefe Thy loweft works : yet thefe declare 
Thy goodnefs beyond thought, and pow'r divine. 
Speak ye who beft can tell m , ye fons of light , 
Angels ! for ye behold Him , and with fongs , 
And choral fymphonies , day without night , 
Circle His throne .rejoicing ; ye in heav'n : 
On earth join all ye creatures , to extol 
Him firft , Him laft , Him midft , and without end ! 
Faireft of ftars , laft in the train of night , 
If better thou belong not to the dawn, 
Sure pledge of day , that crown'ft the fmiling mom 
With thy bright circlet , praife Him in thy fphere 
"While day arifes, thatfweet hour of prime. 
Thou fun ! of this great world both eye and foul , 
Acknowledge Him thy greater ; found His praife 
In thy eternal courfe , both when thou climb'ft, 
And when high noon haft gain'd , and when tho» 
fall'fL 
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Moon 1 that now meet'ft the orient fun , now fly*ft». 
With the fiVd ftars , fiVd in their orb that flies j 
And ye five other wandring fires ! that move 
In myftic dance not without fong , refound 
His praife, who out of darknefs call'd up light*. 
Air , and ye elements ! the eldeft birth 
Of Nature's womb , that in quaternion run 
Perpetual circle , multiform ; and xn% ,. 
And nourish all things ; let your ceaferefs change 
Vary to our Great Maker ftill new praife. 
Ye mifts , and exhalations ! that now rife 
From hill , or (teaming lake , dusky , or grey , 
Till the fun paint your fleecy skirts with gold , 
In honor to the* world's great Author rife : 
Whether to deck with clouds th' uncolor'd sky * . 
Or wet the thirfty earth with falling show'rs > 
Rifing, or falling, ftij} advance His praife. 
His praife, ye winds ! triat from four quarters blow>. 
Breathe foft , or loud ; and wave your tops , ye. 

pines '. 
With every plant , in fign of worship wave* 
Fountains ! and ye that warble , as ye flow , 
Melodious murmurs ! warbling tune His praife*. 
Join voices all ye living fouls ! ye birds , 
That finging up to heaven-gate afcend , 
Bear on your wings , and in your notes , His praife J 
Ye that in waters glide , and ye that walk 
The earth , and (lately tread , or lowly creep ! 
Witnefs if I. be (ilent , morn or even , N 

Tq hill > or valley >, fountain , or fresh shade , 
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Made vocal by my fong , and taught His praife. 
Hail Univerfal Lord ! be bounteous ftill 
To give us only good : and if the night 
Have gather'd ought of evil » or conceaTd, 
Difperfe it , as now light difpels the dark ! 

So pray'd they innocent , and to their thought* 
Firm peace recover'd foon , and wonted calm. 
On to their morning's rural work they hafte , 
Among fweet dews , and floors ; where any row 
Of fruit-trees, over- woody, reach'd too far 
Their pamper'd boughs , and neededhands to check 
Fruitlefs embraces : or, they led the vine 
To wed her elm ; she fpous'd , about him twines 
Her marriageable arms , and \sith her brings 
Her dow'r , th' adopted clufters , to adorn 
His barren leaves. Them thus employ'd beheld 1 
"With pity heavVs high King , and to Him call'd 
Raphael , the fociable fpirit ; that d^ign'd 
To travel with Tobias , and fecur'd 
His marriage with the feven-rimes wedded maid. 

Raphael , faid He , thou ruar'it what ftir on earth 
Satan, from hell fcap'd through the darkfome gulf, 
Hath rais'd in Paradife , and how difturb'd 
This night the human pair, how he defigns 
In them at once to ruin all mankind : 
Go therefor2, half this day as friend with friend 
Converfc with Adam , in what bow*r or shade 
Thou find'ft him , from the heat of noon retir'd , 
To relpit his day-labor with repaft , 
t)r with repofe ; and fuch difcourfe bring on , 

As 
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As may advife him of his happy ftate , 
Happinefs in his pow'r left free to will , 
Left to his own free will 5 his will, though free » 
Yet mutable : whence warn him to beware 
He fwerve not , too fecure. Tell him withal 
His danger , and from whom 5 -what enemy , 
Late falTn himfelf from heav'n , is plotting now 
' The fall of others from like ftate of blifs : 
By violence 5 no : for that shall be withftood t 
But by deceit » and lies : this let him know , 
Left wilfully tranfgreffing » he pretend 
Surprifal, un-admonish'd, un-fbrewarn'dL 
So fpake th'Eternal Father , and fulfill'*! 
All juftice : nor delay'd the winged faint , 
After his charge received ; but from among 
Thoufand coeleftial Ardors , where he ftood 
Vell'd with his gorgeous wings , up-fpringing ligfiti] 
Flew thro' the midft of heav'n : th' Angelic Choirt| 
On each hand parting, to his fpeed gave way 
Through all th' empyreal road 5 till at the gate 
Of heav'n arriv'd, the gate felf-open'd wide » 
On golden hinges turning ; as by work 
Divine , the fov'reign architect had fram'd. 
From hence ( no cloud , or, to obftruc* his fight \ 
Star interpos'd , ) however fmall , he fees 
(Not unconform to other shining globes) 
Earth , ami the gard'n of God , with cedars crown' S 
Above all hills. As when by night the glafs 
Of Galileo , lefs aflur'd , obferves 
Imagin'd lands , and regions, in the moon : 
TomeL \ 
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Or pilot j fiom amidft the Cyclades , 
Delos , or Samos , firfl appearing kens 
A ctoudy fpot. Down thither prone in flight 
He fpceds , and through the vail ethereal sky 
Sails between worlds and worlds : with fteddy wing 
Now on the polar winds ; then, with quick fan 
Winnows the buxom air : till within foar 
Of tow'ring eagles , t* all the fowls he feema 
A phamix , gax'd by all , as that fole bird » 
When to inshrine his reliques in the fun's 
Bright temple, to JEgyptian Thebes he flies* 
At ence on th* eaftern cliff of Paradife 
Me lights , and to his proper shape returns , 
A Seraph wingM : fix wings he wore, to shade 
Mis fcneaments divine ; the pair that clad 
Each shoulder broad , came mantling o'er his breait 
With regal ornament : the middle pair 
Girt li!?e a ftarry ibne his waift , and round 
Skirted Ji is loins, and thighs , with downy gold , 
And cofors dip'd in heav'n : the third , his feet 
> idow'll from either heel with feather'd mail , 
ohy-tin&ur'd grain ! Like Apia's fon he flood , 
And shook his plumes , that heav'nly fragrance 

• fill'd 
The circuit wide. Strait knew him all the bands 
Of Angels under watch 5 and to his ftate, 
Ana" to his meflage high , in honor rife ; 
For on fome meflage high they guefs'd him bound. 
Their glitt'ring tents he pafs'd , and now is come 
Into the blifs/ul field , through groves of myrrh , 
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And flooring odors, caflia , nard , and balm y 
A wildernefs of fleets ! for Nature here 
Wanton'd, as in her prime, and plaid ac will' 
Her virgin- fencies , pouring forth more fweeti 
Wild above rule, or art, enormous blifs • 
Him through the fpicy forcft onward come 
Adam difcern'd , as in the door he fac 
Of his cool bow*r 5 while no* the mounted fo*- 
Shot down dired hts fervid rays , to warm ' 
Earth's inmoft womb , ( more warmth than Adam 

needs ) 
And Eve within , due at her hour, prepaid 
For dinner favoury fruit* , of tafte to f leafe 
True appetite , and not difrelish thirft 
Of ne&arous draughts between, from milky ftretmg 
Berry , or grape ; to whom thus Adam<il¥<L 

Hafte hither.-Evc / and worth thy fight behold • 
Eaftward among thofe trees , what glorious shape 
Comes this way moving; feems another morn 
Ris'n on mid- noon 5 fome great beheft from heav'n; 
To us perhaps he brings , and will vouchfafe ' 
This day to be our gtieft. But- go with fpeed* 
And what thy ftores contain, bring forth, and pout 
Abundance , fit to honor and receive 
Our heav'nly Granger : well we may afford 
Oar givers their own gifts , and large beftow 
from large beftowM , where nature multiplies 
H** fertil growth , and by difburd'ning grows 
More fruitful, which inftru&s us not to fpare. 
To whom thus Eve* Adam,' earth's hallo w'd mowld. 
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Of God infpir'd ! fmallftore will ferve , where (lore 
( All feafons ) ripe for ufe hangs on the ftalkj 
Save what by frugal ftoring firmnefs gains 
To nourish , and fuperfluous moift con fumes. 
But I will hafte, and from each bough , and brake , 
Each plant , and juicieft gourd , will pluck fuch 

choice 
To entertain our Angel-gueft , as he 
Beholding shall c«nfefs , that "here on earth 
God hath difpens'd bis bounties, as in heav'n. 

So faying , with difpatchful looks in hafte 
She turnip on hofpitable thoughts intent 
What choice to chufe for delicacy beft j 
Wha: order , fo contriv'd as not to mix 
Taftea , not well join'd , in-elegant j but bring 
Tafte after Tafte , upheld with kindlieft change : 
Beftirs her then , and from each tender ftalk 
Whatever earth, all bearing mother, yields 
In India eaft or weft ; or middle shore 
In Pontvsy or the Punic coaft ; or where 
Alcinous reign'd ; fruit of all kinds , in coat 
Rough, or fmoothrind, or bearded husk , or shell, 
She gathers ', tribute large ! and on the board 
Heaps with unfparing hand : for drink , the grape 
She crushes , ( inoffenfive Muft I ) and meathes 
From many a berry : and, from fweet kernels prefs'd, 
She tempers dulcet creams $ nor thefe to hold 
Wants her fit veflels pure : then , ftrews the ground 
With rofe , and odors from the shrub , unfum'd. 
Mean-while our primitive great fire , to meet 
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His god-like gueft, walks forth ; without more train .' 
Accompany'd than with his own complete I 

Perfections ; in himfelf was all his ftate : 
More folemn than the tedious pomp that waits 
On Princes , when their rich retinue long 
Of horfes led, and grooms befmear'd with gold > 
Dailies the crowd, and fets them all a-gape. 
Nearer his prefence , Adam , though not aw'd , 

' Yet with fubmifs approach , and reverence meek » 
As to a fuperior nature, bowing low, 
Thus faid. Native of heav'n ! ( for other place , 
None can than heav'n fuch glorious shape contain) 
Since by defcending from the Thrones above , 
Thofe happy places thou haft deign'd a-while 
To want , and honor thcfe , vouchfafe with u* 

* Two only , who yet by fov'reign gift poflTefs 
This fpacious ground , in yonder shady bow*r 
To reft ; and what the garden choiceft bean 
To fit and tafte , 'till this meridian heat 
Be over, and the fun more cool decline. 

Whom thus th' Angelic Virtue anfwer'd mild. 
Adam / I therefore came 5 nor art thou fuch 
Created , or fuch place haft here to dwell, , 

As may not oft invite, (though fpirits of heav'n, ) 
To vifit thee : lead on then where thy bow'r 
O'crshades ; for thefe midrhours , till ev'ningrife , * , 
I have at will .... So to the fylvan Lor%e 
They came , that like Pomona's arbor fmrl'd , 
.With flow' rets deck'd , and fiagrant fmells : but 
Eve 

\* \ 



i$o Paradise Lost. Book V. 
Undeck'd , fave with her felf , ( more lovely fair 
Than "Wood-Nymph , or the faircft Goddefis feign'd 
Of three , that in mount Ida naked ftrove ! ) 
.Stood t'entertain her gueft from heav'n : no veil 
Mie needed , virtue-proof ; no thought infirm 
Alter'd her cheek. On whom the Angel Hail 
Beftov'd , the holy falutation us'd 
X'Ong after to bleft Mary , fecond Eve* 

Hail, Mother of Mankind 1 whofe fruitful woml> 
ihall fill the world more numerous with thy fons » 
Than with thefe various fruits the trees of God 
Have heap'd thi,s table .... Rais'd of graiTy turf 
Their table was , and mo fly feats had round : 
And on her ample fcjuare , from fide to fide , 
All autumn piPd ; tho* fpring > and autumn , here 
Danc'd hand hi hand. A- while difcouxfe they hold ^ 
( No fear left dinner cool ) when thus began 
Our author. Heav'nly ftr^nger i plcafe to tafte 
Thefe bounties, which our Nourishcr, (from V< hont 
All perfeft good, un-meafurM out, defcends 
To us for food, and for delight, ) hath caus'd 
The earth to yield : unfavouiy food , perhaps , 
To fpiritual natures 5 only this I know , 
.That one coelcftial Father gives to all. 

To whom the Angel. Therefore, what He give* 
(Whofe praife be ever fung ! ) to man, in part 
Spiritual, may of pureft {pints be found 
No ingrateful food : and food alike thofe pure 
Intelligential fubftances require , 
As doth your rational ; aad both contain 
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Within them ev'ry lower faculty 
Of fenfe , * hereby they hear , fee , fmell , touch » 

tafte: 
Ta ft ng conco& , digeft, affimilate, 
And corporeal to incorporeal turn. 
For Inow , whatever was created 3 needs 
To t e fuilain'd , and fed : of elements , 
The £ softer feeds the purer 5 earth the fea £ 
Earth > and the fea , feed air \ the air, thofe fire* 
Ethereal $ and a* loweft , firft the moon 5 , 

"Whence , in her vifage round , thofe fpots , un- 

purg^ 
Vapors , not yet into her fubftance turn'd. 
Nor doth the moon no nourishment exhale 
From her moift continent , to higher orbs. 
The fun , that light imparts to all , receives 
From all his alimental recompenfe , 
In humid exhalations $ and at ev'a 
Sups with the ocean. Though in beav'n the '■ Trees 
Of Life ambrofial fruitage bear, and vines 
Yield Nedar $ though from off the boughs each 

morn v 

Wt brush mellifluous dews , and find the ground 
CoverM with pearly, grain i yet God hath here 
Varied his bounty fo with hew delights , 
As may compare with heaven 3 and to tafte 
Think not I shall be nice ..... So down they fat , 
And to their viands fell : ■ nor feemingly 
The Angel, nor in mill , ( the common. glofs 
Of theologian* ) bur with keen <Ufpatch 
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Of real hunger , and conco&ive heat 
*• To tranfubftantiate : what redounds , tranfpires 
Through fpirits with eafe : nor wonder j if by fire 
Of foot/ coal» the empiric alchymift 
Can turn , or holds it poifible to turn , 
Metals of droffieft ore to perfed gold , 
As from the Mine. Mean-while at table Eve 
Minifter'd naked , and their flowing cups 
'With pleafant liquors crown'd. O innocence 
Deferring paradife ! if ever, then, 
Then had the fons of God excufe t' have been 
Enamor'd at that fight : but , in thofe hearts 
Love un-libiiinous reign'd, nor jealoufie 
W r as underftood , the injur'd lover's hell. 

Thus when with meats , and drinks , they had 
fuffie'd, 
Not burden' d nature > fudden mind arofe 
In Adam, not to let th* occafion pafs , 
Giv'n him by this great conference , to know 
Of things above this world, and of their Being 
Who dwell in heav'n : whofe excellence he faw 
Tranfcendhis own fo far ; whofe radiant forms, 
Divine effulgence ! whofe high pow'r , fo far 
Exceeded human j and his wary fpeech 
Thus to th' empyreal minifter he fram'd. 

Inhabitant with God ! now know I well 
Thy favor , in this honor done to man ; 
Under whofe lowly roof thou haft vouchfaf M 
To enter , and thefe earthly fruits to tafte ; 
food not of Angels , yet accepted fo » 
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As that more willingly thou could'ft not fcem 
At heav'n's high feafts t' have fed : yet what conn 

pare i 
To whom the winged Hierarch reply'd. 
O Adam ! One Almighty is , from Whom 
All things proceed , and up to Him return t 
If not deprav'd from good ; created all 
Such to perfection , one firft matter, all > 
Indu'd with various forms , various degrees 
Of fubftance , and in things that live , of lire : 
But more refin'd, more fpiritous ! and pure > 
As nearer to him plac'd , or nearer tending , 
Each in their feveral a&ive fpheres affign'd ; 
Till body up to fpirit work , in bounds 
Proportioned to each kind. So , from the root 
Springs lighter the green ftalk ; from thence , the} 

leaves 
More aery 5 laft, the bright confummate flow** 
Spirits odorous breathes ; flowers » and their fruit i ' 
( Man's nourishment ) by gradual fcale fublim'd, 
To vital fpirits afpire > to animal , 
To intellectual ; give both life , and fenfe , 
Fancy , and underftanding \ whence the foul 
Reafon receives ; and reafon is her Being , 
Difcourfive , or intuitive 5 difcourfe 
h ofteft yours , the latter moft is ours > 
Diff' ring but in degree , of kind the ftme* 
Wonder not then , what God for you fa* good 
If 1 refufenot , but converts as you, 
To proper fubftance. Time may come , when men * 
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Hath paft in heav'n , fome doubt within me move > 
But more defire to hear (if thou content ) 
The full relation : which muft needs be ftrange , 
Worthy of facred filence to be heard : 
And we have yet large day ; for , fcarce the fua 
Hath finish* d half his journey, and fcarce begins 
His other half in the great xone of lieav'n. 
Thus Adam made requeft; and Raphael , 

- After short paufe aflenting , thus began. 

High matter thou enjoin'ft me , O prime of men ! 
Sad task , and hard ! For how shall 1 relate 
To human fenfe th' invifible exploits 
Of warring fpirits * How , without remorfe , 
The ruin of fo many , glorious once » 
And perfect , while they ftood ? how , laft , unfold} 
The fecrets of another world , perhaps 
Not lawful to reveal I Yet , for thy good , 
This is difpens'd : and what furmountsthe reach 
Of human fenfe , 1 shall declineate fo , 
By lik'ning fpiritual to corporeal forms , 
As may exprefs them beft : though, what if earth " 
Be but the shadow of heav'n; and things therein 
Each € other like , more than on earth is thought ? ; 

As yet this world was not , and Chaos wild 
Reign M where thefc heav'ns now rowl, where earth, 

now refts 
Upon her centre pois'd ; when on a day 
( For time , though in eternity, apply'd 
To motion, meafures all things durable 

. By prefent, pajt, and future ) on fuch day 
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As heav'ns great year brings forth , th' empyreal 

boft 
Of Angels , by imperial fummons call'd , 
Innumerable before th* Almighty's throne 
Forthwith, from all the ends of heav'n appear'd 
Under their hierarchs in orders bright : 
Ten thoufand thoufand eniigns nigh advane'd > 
( Standards , and gonfalons , 'twixt van , and rear) 
Stream in the air , and for dtftin&ion fenre .. 
Of Hierarchies , of Orders, and Degrees: 
Or in their glittering tiflues bear imblai'd 
Holy memorials , ads of xeal , and love , 
Recorded eminent. Thus when in orbs 
Of circuit in-exprelfible they ftood, 
Orb within orb , the Father Infinite , 
By whom in blifs imbofom'd fat the Son ; 
Amidft ( as from a flaming mount , whofe ton 
Brightnefs had made invisible ) thus fpake. 
Hear all ye Angels , progeny of light f 
Thrones , Dominations , Princedoms , Virtue! I 

Powers • 
Hear My decree » which unrevok'd shall ftand. 
This day I have* begot whom I declare 
My only Son , and on this holy hill 
Him have anointed , whom ye now behold . 
At my right hand; your Head I Him appoint 1 
And by My Self have fworn , to Him shall bow 
All knees in beav'n , and shall conxefs Him Lord, 
Under His great Vice-gerent reign abide 
United , aj om individual foul , 
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Fir ever happy : Him who difobeys , 
Me difobeys , breaks union , and that day 
Caft out from God , and blefied viiion , false 
Into utter darkneft , deep in-gulf M , his place 
Ordain'd without redemption , without end. . 

So fpake th' Omnipotent , and with His words 
All feem'd wellpleas'd : alt fcem'd, but were not 

alL 
That day, as other foiemn days, they fpens 
In fong , and dance » about the iaceed hill; 
Myftical dance ! (which yonder ftarry fphere 
Of Planets, and of Fix'd , in all her wheels 
Refembles neaseft ^maxes intricate , 
Eccentric , intervolvM , yet regular , 
Then moft , when moft irregular they feem , ) 
And in their motions harmony divine 
So fmooths her charming tones, that God's own eat 
liftens delighted. Ev'ning now approach'd 
( For we have alfo our ev'ning, and our morn % 
We ours for change delectable , not need ) 
• Forthwith from dance to fweet rep aft they tura 
Defirous : all in circles as they flood v 
Tables are fet , and on a fudden pil'd 
.With Angels food , and rubied Ne&ar flows . 
In pearl , in diamond , and mafly gold ; 
Fruit of delicious vines, the growth ofheav'n ! 
On flow'fs repos'd, and with rich flow'rets crown'd. 
They eat , they drink , and in communion fwetc 
Quaff immortality y and joy , ( fecure 
fif furfeit , where fiitt mcafure only bound* 
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Exce fs) before th- ali-bouW»ous King* who showed . 
WitVopiou* hand , revoking in -their joy. 
Now when ambcofial nigh* 4 with cloud* exhaTd . 
From that high .mount of God,. whence light and 

shade 
Spring both i the face of brighteft heaVa had. 

chang'd 
To grateful twilight* ( &c*kightft>inc«.JK>£ there, 
)n darker veil ) and rofeate dews difpos'd . 
All but th'iunikfiping eyes*f God co reft $ 
Wide over all the plain , and wide* far 
Th*n all this glofeofe earth in plain out-fpread, 
( Such are the courts of God J ) th' angelic throng . 
Difpers'd in band*, and files, their camp extend; . 
By living ftreaja* ,. among the trees of life , 
Pavilions tmnvberlefo. » and fudden rearfd , 
. Cceleftial tabernacles , where they flept- 
Fann'd with cool winds; fave thofe who , in the*£ t 

courfe » 
Melodious hymns *bout the fov'reign throne 
Alternate all-aight long. But , not fo wak'd 
Satan t ( A> call Jbinvnow $ his former name 
Is heard no more in heaven ) He of thefirft, 
If not thefirft Arch- Angel, great in powY f 
In favor , and pre-eminence ; yet fought 
With envy againft the Son of God , that day] 
Honor'd by his great Father , and proclaimed 
Mejjiah , ,Kind anointed * could Act bear 
Thro* pride that fight , and through* him/elf im* . 
paii.'d. . 
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-Deep malice thence conceiving, and difdain, 
Soon as midnight brought on the dusky hour > 
Friendlieft to deep , . and ulence , he refolv'd 
With all his legions to diflodge » and leave 
Un-worship'd, oun-beyM , the throne fupreme, 
Contemptuous $ and his next fubordinate 
Awak'ning, thus to him in fccret (pake. 

Sleep'ft thou, companion dear I what deep can 
clofe 
Thy eye-4ids, and remember'ft what decree 
Of yefterday , fo late hath pafs'd the lips 
Of heaven's Almighty S Thou to me thy thoughts 
Waft wont , I mine to thee was wont t' impart : 
Both waking we were one 5 now then can now 
Thy fleep diflent f New laws thou feeft imposM : 
New laws from Him who reigns, new minds may 

raife 
In us who ferve ; new counfels ; to debate 
What doubtful may enfue : more in this place 
To utter is not fafe .... Aflembk thou 
Of all thofe myriads which we lead th* chief: 
Tell them that by command , e'er yet dim night 
Her shadowy cloud withdraws , I am to hafte 
( And all who under me their banners wave) 
Homeward , with flying march , where we pofleft 
The quarters of the north ; there to prepare 
Fit entertainement to receive our King. 
The great MeJJiah , and his new commands 5 
Who fpeedily through all the hierarchies 
Intends to pafs triumphant , and giye law* 

■ ■ ■ - $<* 
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So fpake the falfe Arch-Angel , and infus'd 
Bad influence into th' unwary breaft 
Of his aflbciate : he together calls , 
Or feveralone by one, the regent PoVrs, 
( Under him regent ) tells , as he was taught , «,, 

That the Moft High commanding , now e'er night > * 
Now e'er dim night had dif-incumberM heav'n, 
The great hierarchal ffcandard was to more : 
Tells the fuggefted caufe , and cafts between 
Ambiguous words, and jealoufies ; to found, 
Or taint integrity : but all obey'd , 
The wonted fignal , and fupcrior voice 
Of their great Potentate : ( for great indeed 
His name, and high was his degree in heav'n : ) 
His count'nance , as the morning-liar that guide* 
The ftarry flock , allur'd them ; and with lies 
Drew after him the third part of heav'n's hoft. 
Mean- while th 9 Eternal Eye , whofe fight difcerns<_ 
Abftrufeft thoughts , from forth His holy mount*, * 
And Jorom within the golden lamps that burn 
Mghtly before Him , faw , without their light > 
Rebellion riling ; faw , in whom , how fpread' 
Among the Sons of Morn, what multitudes 
\Pere handed to oppofe His high decree , 
And fmiling , to His only Son thus faid. 

Son ! Thou in whom My glory I behold 
In full refplendence , Heir of all My might L 
Nearly it now concerns Us to be fure 
Of out Omnipotence ; and with what arms- 
AJfe meartto>hoid, what antknly \jjfe claim* 
Tame JL Qfe 
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Of Deity , or empire : fuch a foe 

Is riling, who intends t* ere& his. throne 

Equal to Ours r throughout the fpaciout north*; 

Nor fo content , hath in his thought to try 

In battel ». what Our pow*r is , or Our right* 

Jxt Us advife , and to this hazard draw 

With fpeed. what force is left , and all employ 

In our defenfe : led unawares we lofe 

This Our high place , Our fanduary , Our hilL 

To whom the Son, with calm afpe&, and clear £ 
(Light'ning divine, in-errablc, ferene I ) 
Made anfwer. Mighty Father iThou Thy foes t 
Juftly haft in derifion , and- fecure 
Laugh'ft at their vain defigns , and tumults vain i 
Matter to Me of glory • Whom their hate 
Uluiirares , when they fee all regal pow'r 
Giv'n Me to quell their pride ; and in event 
Know whether I be dexterous to fubdue 
Thy rebels , or be found the worft in heav'n. 

So fpake the Son : but Satan , with his Pow'rt» 
Far was advanced on winged fpeed ; an hoft 
Innumerable ! as the {tars of night , 
Or ( (tars of morning ) dew-drops , which the full 
Impcarls ! on every leaf, and ev'ry flow'r. 
Regions they pafs'd, and mighty regencies 
Of Seraphim , and Potentates , and Thrones j 
In their triple degrees : ( regions, to which 
All thy dominion) Adam, is no more , 
Than what this garden is to all the earth, 
And all the fea 5 from one entire globofe 
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StretehM into longitude ; •)» which haying pafoM^ 
At length into the limit* of the north 
They came ; and Satan to his royal feat 
ttigh on a hill , far Mixing ( as a mount 
RaisM en % mount ) with pyramids , and towV* 9 
Fiom diamond quarries hewfn , and rocks of gotJ; 
The Palace of great Lucifer. ; ( fo call 
That ftrudare , m the dialect of. men 
Interpreted ) which not long after he *. 
ArTe&ing all- equality with God , 
In imitation of that mottnt whereon 
Meffiah was declared m fight of heav'n , 
The Mountain of rise Congregation callTd : 
For thither he aflembled.all his train \ 
Pretending fo commanded , to confult 
About the great reception' of their King , 
Thither to come :■■ and with calumnious art 
Of counterfeited truth thus held their caw. 
Thrones , Dominations , Princedoms , Virtue^ 
Pav'r* ! 
If thefe magnific- titles .pet remain > 
Not merely titular I 'finceby dec/ee 
A&other now hath.- to HimGtlf irtgrofsM 
All pow*r , and us edipsM , under the- name 
Of King anointed : for Whom all this hafte 
Of midnight-march , and-hurry*d meeting heat; 
Ihisonly-to contort, how we may -beft , 
With f (what may be devis'd of honors new , 
Receive ^Him y coming to receive from us " 
Knee-tritaae 9 yet uc-paid ^ profewlon-vilei!! - 
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Too much to One ! but double , how indurMl 
To One , and to Hit image now proclaim'd I 
But , what if better connfelt might ered 
Our minds , and teach us. to caft off this yoke ) 
Will ye fubmit your necks , and chufe to bend 
, The fupple knee 2 -Ye will not * if 1 trail 
To know ye tight ; oc if ye know your Celves 
Natives, and fonsof heav'n; pofleft before 
By none $ and if not equal all, yet free, 
Equally free : for orders , and degrees , 
Jar not with liberty , but well confift. 
(Who can in reafon then , or right , aflume 
Monarchy over fuch as live by right 
His equals i if in pow*r and fplendor lefs ,. 
In freedom equal. Or 9 can introduce 
Law and edift on as , who without law 
Err not i Much lefs , for This to be our Lord ,', 
And look for adoration , to th' abufe 
f>£ thpfe imperial titles , which aflert 
Our being ordain' d to govern , not to ferve ! . . . i 

Thus far his bold difcourfe without controul 
Had audience ; when among the Seraphim , 
AbdieU ( than whom none with more zeal ador'd 
The Deity , and divine commands obey'd ) 
Stood up , and in a flame of zeal fevere , 
Tbe*current of his fury thus oppos'd. 

O argument blafphemous , falfe , and proud! 
Words J which no eat ever to hear in heay'n 
Expe&ed , leaft of all from Thee , ingrate \ 
In, glace thy felf fo high a^ovc thy peers 5 
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Canft thou with impious obloquy condemn 
The juft decree of God, pronounc'd, and fworni 
That to his only Son, by right indu'd 
.With regal fceptre , every foul in hcav'n 
Shall bend the knee , and in that honor due 
Confefshim rightful King? Unjuft, thou fay'ft^. 
Flatly unjuft, to bind with laws the tree , 
And , equal over equals , to let reign 
One over all , with unfucceeded pow'r . . • . 
Shalt Thou give law to €od ? shalt Thou difpute 
With Him the points of liberty , who made 
Thee what thou art i and foun'd. the Pow'rs of 1 

heav'n 
Such as He pleas'd , and circumfcrib'd their Being > 
Yet , by. experience taught,, we know how good 4. 
And of our good , and of our dignity 
How provident He is ; how fat from thought 
Tho make us lefs : bent rather to exalt 
Our happy ftate , under one Head more near 
United . . . . But , to grant it thee unjuft , 
That equal over equals monarch reign : 
Thy felf ( though great and glorious) doft thorn 

count , 
Or all Angelic Nature join'd in one, 
Equal to Him begotten Son > By Whom % 
As by His Word, the mighty Father made. 
All things , ev'n Thee, and, all the ffirits of heav'n,; 
By him created in their bright degrees : 
Crown'd them with glory , and to their glory nam'd 
Jhronss , Dominations , Princedom* ,. Vi&nss.^ 
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Effentiai Powers ! nor by his reign obfcurM , 
But more- ittuftrious made ; finee He the Head 
One of our Number thua: reduced becomes ; 
His lavs ouif laws ;>aU honor «* Him done 
Returns 'our own.... Ceafe then this- impious rage , 
And tempt not thefe ; bat batten to appeafe 
Th' incenfed Father , and- th* incenfed -'Son , 
.While pardon may be found , in time befotrght. 

So fpake the- fervent Angel :<but his seal 
None feconded , as out of feafon jndgM , 
Or Angular , and rasb : whereat rejoicM 
tiTh' apoftate , and more -haughty th«s ref4y'd« 
That we were form'd then , fay 'ft thou ? - and tl 

work 
Of fecondary hands , by task transferal • 
From Father to His Son ? Strange point r and new 
Do&rine which we would know whence :learn'd 

who faw 
Wht* this creation was ? Remember?ft Tfau 
Thy making, while the Maker gave thee Beings I 
We know no time when We were not as now ; 
Know none before us ; fel£*bcgoc, felf~cais'd 
By our own quick'ning pow'r , when fatal courfe 
Had circled his full orb , the birth mature 
Of this our native heav'n, ethereal fons. 
Our puitfance is our own , our own right-hand 
Shall teach us higheft. deeds , by proof to try 
Who is our equal : then ! thou shah behold 
Whether by Amplication we intend 
Ad&aft, and *o begird th* Almighty throne; 
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Sefeeching , or befieging. This report , 
Thefe tidings > carry to th' anointed King y 
And fly , e'er evil intercept thy .flight I 

He faid, and , as the found of waters deep » 
Hoarfq murmur echoed to his words, applanfe. • 
Through the infinite hod : nor left for {hat 
The flaming Seraph fearlefs , though alone 
Incompafs'd round with foes , thus anfwer'd hoU§ 

O alienate from. God, O fpirit accurft , 
Forfaken of all good ! I fee thy fall 
Determin'4 , and thy haplefs crew inyolvM 
In this perfidious fraud , contagion fpread 
Both of thy crime, and punishment* Henceforth]. 
No more he troubled how to quit the yoke 
Of God's Mejfiah : thofe indulgent laws 
Will not be now vouchfaf 'd 5 other^ decrees 
Againftthee are gone forfh, without recall. 
That golden fceptre which thou didfk reject , 
Is now an iron rod, to bruife , and hrcak 
Thy dif obedience. -^ ell thou didft advife £ 
Yet not for thy advice , or threats , I fly 
Thefe wicked tents devoted ± left the wrath. 
Impendent, raging into fudden, flame 
Diftinguish not : for foon expect to feet 
His thunder on thy head , devouring fire ! 
Then ! who created thee lamenting learn , 
[When who can un-create thee thou shalt knows} 

So fpake the Seraph Abdiel , faithful found . 
Among the faithlefs , faithful only he : 
Among innumerable falfe, un-moy'd,. 
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Un-shaken, un-feduc'd , un-terrify'd , 
His loyalty he kept , his love , his xeal. 
Nor number , nor example , with him wrought 
To fwerve from truth , or change his conftant mind 
Though /ingle. From amidft them forth he pafs'd , 
Long way through hoftile fcorn ; which he fuftain'd 
Superior , nor of violence fear'd ought : 
And , with retorted fcorn , his back he turn'd 
.On thofe proud tow'rt, to fwift de&u&ion doom'd* 

The end of the fifth Booh. 
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The ARGUMENT. 

Raphael continues to relate how Michael ani 
Gabriel were fent forth to battel againji 
Satan andhis.jingeb.- Thcfojljight dej- 
crib'd : Satan ana his Powers retire under, 
night : he calls a council > invents devi- 
lish engines , which in the fecond daft 
fghtvut Michael and his Angels to fome 
mforaer ; but they at length pulling up 
mountains , overwhelm' d both the force ani 
machines of Satan : yet the tumult not fa 
ending , God on the third day fends Me& 
fiah Mis Son , for whom He had referv'd 
the glory of that vi&ory : He in the power 
if His Father coming to the place , and 
Tom* I. P 
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tauflng all His legions to ficmd fiill mi 
either Jide , with His chariot mi thunder 
driving into the m^fl-of His enemies r pur» 
fues them , unable to rejift , towards ih$ 
wall of heaven ; which opcmns , -they lm 
down with horror and confufion into the 
flace of punishment prepared for them m 
the Deep : MeJJiad returns with triumph, 
to His Father. 
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/\ L L flight &e dread-lefs Angel , tm-parfa'4> 
Shf o' heaWe wide ohampain held his way ; till 

(Morn 9 
Wak'd by the circling ttoori , wick toff fanfi 
Un-berrM the gates of light. There is a cat* 
Within the mount of God » faft by Histhrono 
Where light , and darknefs , in perpetual round 
Lodge, and dif-lodge, by tarns ; which makes 4w*¥ 

heav'n 
Gratefol viciffittide , like day , and right t • 
light <iffaes forth , and at the other d*or 
Obfequious darknefs enters , till her hoar 
To ?eil the heav'n , (the* darknda there nigh* 

well 
Seem twilight here ) and now we*t forth the Mwa£ 
Such as in higheft hcav'ft , arrayM in gold 
Empyreal ; from before her vaniiVd night , 
Shot thro' with orient beams : when all the pfaftt - 
Covered with thick imbartled fquadrons bright % 
Chariats , and flaming arms , and fiery Ottcdt t 
Reflecting blaze on blaze , firft met his view* 
War he perceiv'd , war in procincc ; and found 
Already known , what he for news had thought 
To have reported^ gladly then he mix'd 
Aaoong thofe friendly Fow'rs , who him receiv'd 
With joy , and acclamations loud , that Oae» 
That of fo many myriads faH'a > yet One 
lUcuin'd, not loft. Os to the tarred hill 

P a 
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They led him high applauded , and prefei 
Before the feat fupreme 5 from whence a 
ifrom midft a golden clcnd, thus mild wj 
-Servant of God, veil done I well haft th 
The better fight , who (ingle haft maintai 
Againft revolted multitudes , the caufe 
Of truth , in word mightier than they in a 
'And for the ceftimony of truth haft bon 
Universal reproach ; far worfe to bear 
Than violence x for this was all thy can 
To ftand approv'd*in fight of God , tho* 
IJudgM thee 'penrtrfe. The eafier conauei 
Remains thee , aided by this hoft of friei 
Back on thy fbea more glorious to return 
Than fcorn'd thou didft depart 5 and to fi 
By force , who reafon for their law refuf 
%ight reafon for their law ; and for their 
MeJJiah , who by right of merit reigns. 
Go , Michael I of -cccleftial armies Prince 
And thou , in military prowefs next , 
Gabriel I lead forth to battel thefe my fc 
Invincible ; lead forth thy armed Saints t 
By thousands , and by millions , rangM : 
Equal in number to that Godlefs crew , 
Rebellious : them with fire , and hoftile . 
Fearlefs afifault 5 and to the brow of hea 
Purfuing , drive them out from God , an 
Into their place of punishment , the gulf 
Of Tartarus ; which ready opens wide 
His fiery chaos to receive their fall* 
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So fpake the Sovereign Voice , and clouds began; 
to darken all the hill , and fmoke to rowl 
Ind* dusky wreathes reluftant flames 5 the fign 
Of wrath awak'd ! Nor with lefs dread* the loud 
Ethereal trumpet from on high 'gan blow : 
At which command , the Powers militant 
That ftood for heav'n > ( in mighty quadrate pin'cl 
Of union irrefiftible ) mov'd on 
In (Hence their bright legions , to the* (bund: 
Of inftruntental harmony , that breathM' 
Heroic ardor to advent'rous deeds , 
Under their God- like Leaders, in the caufe 
Of God , and Hir MeJJiah. On they move l 

IndifTolubly firm j nor obvious hill , 
Nor ftrait'ning vale , nor wood , nor ftream divider 
Their p?rfc& ranks : for , high above the ground 
Their march was, and the paffive air up-bore 
Their nimble tread : as when the total kind 
Of birds , in orderly array on wing , 
Came fummon'd over Eden , to receive 
Their names of thee : To , over many a trac? 
Of heav'n they march 'd, and many a province wide, 
Tenfold the length of this terrene. At laft, 
Far in th' horizon to the north appear'd 
From skirt to skirt a fiery region , ftretch'd 
In battailous afped , and' nearer view 
Briftled with upright beams innumerable 
Of rigid fpears, and helmets throng'd , and shield^ 
Various , with boaftful argument portraid , 
The banded Pow'ri of Satan, hafting on 
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"With furious expedition : for tbcy wecn'd 
That felf-fame day , by fight , or by furprixe , 
To win the mount of God ; and on His throm 
To-fet the envier of Hit {rate , the proud 
Afpirer ; but theirthoughts prov'd fond >.and vain, 
In the midrvay. Through ftrange to ns it feem'd, 
At firft x thac Angel should with Angel war > 
And in fierce hotting meet 5 who wont to meet 
So oft in feftivals of joy % and love 
Unanimous , as fon» of one Great Sire y 
Hymning th' Eternal Father : but , the shont 
Of battel now began > and rushing found 
Of on-fet , ended foon each milder thought. 
High in the midft , exalted as a God , 
1W appftatc in his fun-bright chariot fat , 
Idol of majefty divine ! inclosM 
With flaming Cherubim , and golden shields : 
Then , lighted from his gorgeous throne, ( for no* 
Twixt hoft and hoft but narrow fpace was left; > 
A dreadful interval I and , front to. front 
Pre fented > ftood in terrible array , 
Of hideous length ) before the cloudy van. » 
On the rough edge of battel e'er it join'd > 
Satan, with vaft and haughty ftridfcs advane'd, 
Came tow'ring , arm'd in adamant , and gold : 
] Abiid that fight indux'd not , where he ftood 
Among the mightieft , bent on higheft deeds ; 
And thus his own undaunted heart explores. 

O heav'n ! that fuch refemblance of the Higheft 
Should yet xeaain * whexc fttfh t **& realty , 
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Remain net : whefe fbie theufcl ndt ftrengab, and 

might , 
There fail, whtt« virtue fails ; dr wlwiell proVe * 
Where bordeft * Though* to fight untoj^ueWbie , 
ffir pnfffiudc ( tr*fifeg"iikttf AfcniglwyY aid J )r - 
I mean to try 5 whofe reafon I have try'd , 
Unfouml , arid fatfe : nor is it ought hm jell-, 
That he who- in- debate of truth- hath* iron , 
Should win irr arms- ; m both dilutes alike 
Viftor : though brutish that conteft , adJ&ofcf 
When reafon hadtf-to SzsA wkn'Fertfe': ye¥fo ' 
JKoh re&roit ■ 1* That {eafon over eefene* 

So pontterfeig , and- from* his armed- Peers' 
Forth- ftepptng oppofite, half way he metJ 
His daring foe , at this- prevention- more 
Incens'd, and 1 thus ftctrrely him dtfy'dv 

Proud, art thou met' ?• thy hope wtf t* hsltei 
rcach'd 
Ifie heigftt of thy afpirih^im<-*fp£as , d f 
The throne of God unguarded, ant? his fide 
AbaudWd, at the terror of thy pow*r ,- 
Or potent tongue : fool ! nor to think how vain 
Againftth* Omnipotent to rife in arms : 
Who out of fmalleft things, could, without end * 
Have rar«*d inreflant armies , to defeat 
Thy* rbtty 5 ot with folitary hand , 
Reaching beyond all limit , at one blow , 
tin-aided , could have finish'd thee , antf'irhelin'l '- 
Thy legions under darknefs : but, thou feeft 
All arc nor of ifty train / tfkerc be, who fai* 

*4 
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Prefer , and piety to God 5 though then 
To thee not vifible , when I alone 
Seem'd in thy world erroneous to diflent 
From all : my Sect thou feeft 5 now learn too 1 
How few fometimes may know >. when thou 
err. 

Whom the grand foe » with fcoraful eye asks 
Thus aniwcr'd,. JjLl for thee , but in wishM h 
Of my revenge, firft fought for , thou returi 
From flight,, fcditious Angel ! to receive 
Thy merited reward, the firft aflay 
Of this right hand provok'd, fince firft that too 
lnfpir'4 with contradi&ion , durft oppofe 
A third part of, the Gods , in fynod met 
Their Deities t'atfert : who, while they feel 
Vigor divine within them , can allow 
Omnipotence to none. But , well thou com'£ 
Before thy fellows , ambitious to win 
From me foxne plume; that thy fuccefs may 1 
Deftrnfirjon to the reft : this paufe between , 
( Un anfwer'd left thou boaft ) to let thee kno 
At: firft I thought that liberty, andheav'n, 
To heav'nly fouls, had been all one ; but no* 
I fee that moft through floth had rather J^rvt 
Miniftring . fpirits , trained up in feaft , and foi 
Such haft thou arm'd , the minftrelfy 0/ heav'n 
Servility with freedom to contend , 
Af both their deeds compar'd this day shall pr 

To whom in brief thus Abiiel ftern reply 
Apo/tar,e [ ftill thou err'ft , nor end wilt find. 
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Of erring , from the path of truth remote t 
Vnjuftly thou deprav'ft it with the name 
Of Servitude , to ftrvt whom God ordains, 
Or Nature 5 God , and Nature > bid the fame * 
When he who rules is worthieft, and* excels: 
Them whom he governs. This it fervitude , 
To ferye th* unwife , or him who hath rebcli'd 
Againft his worthier , as Thine now ferve Thee £ 
Thy felf not free , but to thy felf inthralTd,} 
Yet leudly darffc our miniftring upbraid. 
Reign thou in hell, thy kingdom ; let me ferve 
In heav'n God ever bleft, and bis. divine 
Behefts obey , worthiefl to be obey'd I 
Yet chains in hell , not realms , expeft : mean- while*. 
From me return* d , as erft thou faidft* from flighty 
This greeting on thy impious c.reft receive. 

So faying , a noble ftroke he lifted- high » 
Which hung not , but fo fwift with tempeft fell 
On the proud creft of Satan, that no fight, 
Nor motion of fwift thought, lefs could hit shield- 
Such ruin intercept : ten paces huge- 
He back recoil'd 5 the tenth , on bended knee ,. 
His mafly fpeax up-ftaid : as if on earth 
Winds under ground , or waters , forcing way > 
Side? long hadpush'd a mountain from his feat,. • • 
Half-funk with all his pines. Amazement feiz'd 
The rebel thrones , but greater rage to fee 
13ms fbil'd their Mightieft : ours joy fill'd , anA 

shout > 
Prcfcgs. of victory , and fierce defire. 



tr8 pAXADirs Lo&r; Btofc VE 

Of battel : whereat Mickdtl btd< focmd 
Th' Arch-angel tftrmpef 5 th«?*ha Vaft off****!* 
It founded* , and the ftitfrffct arifeie* rung < 
Hofanna to tike FKgheft i nor ftoo A a* g**« ' 
The adwerfe legion* , nor- hfr M^MnA JirinM 
The horrid shock. Hew. Now ftctariiflgftiy toft. 
And clamor , fuch at heard hi bear's till' new* 
Wa* never ; arms' on armor dashing bMy'd 
Horrible* cfifcord, and the matMing wlicete 
Of brafcetr chariots rat/dr *re *a#t»v dovfir 
Of confiia: 1 orer hfcad the (fifraal hift 
Of fiery darts m flaming* votfiesflew? 
And flying , vaulted either hwft wlttunVev 
So , under fiery Cope together tushM 
Both, battels main , wkn* ruinous- aflTautt, 
And in-extingui:hable rage rait heaVn- 
Refounded 5 and : had' ear* been then- , alt 6art& 
Mad'to her centre snoblr. yfhwt wbtlder ! whe» 
Millions of fierce encountrmg Angel* fought 
On either ficfe , the leaflf of whom could 1 wield 
Thefe elements , and 1 arm lam with the fbtfee 
Of aH their regions : how much more of paw V 
Army againft Army , nnmberlefs, to raife 
Dreadful combuftion warring, and difturb » 
Though not deftroy , their happy native feat ! 
Had not th' Eternal King Omnipotent , 
Prom His ftrom hold of heav*n, high over-rul'd 
And limited their might : though' numbered fuch-y- 
As each divided legion might have feetn'd 
A numerous hoftj in fbengths each armed handf 
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A legion* led in fight, yet Leader feem'd 
Each warrior $ (ingle , as in chief v expert 
When to advance, or ftand ,.or tain the fv*f . 
Of battel , open when » and! when to ciofe 
The ridges of grim war : no thought of flight!,. 
None of retreat , no unbecoming deed. 
That argu'd fear : each, on himfelf reli'4* 
As only in hit arm the moment: lay 
Of vi&orjr. Deeds o£ eternal fame* 
Were done , hoc infinite * for wider wae fyatad 
That war, and various : Sometimes on fiafcepoas4j> 
A landing fight; then , fearing on, main wing* . 
Tormented all theni* a, all air fetm'd thnm 
Conflicting foe. Hong time in even ffcainr 
The battelhung $ till Satan r ( who. that daw* 
Prodigious poVr had shewn. ,. an* met in anna- 
No equal ) ranging through* the dire attack 
€H fighting- Seraphim coniWd r at kngsh 
Saw where the fword of Michael (mote > and fell'cl 
Squadrons air. once ; withsmge two>hsttded ivip * 
BsandishM! aloft , the horrid edge caaredowJ* 
Wide wafting ! facb deftru&ionto wn&faodf 
He hailed , and oppos'd the, rocky oxfc 
-Of ten-fold adamant , hit ample, shield » 
A vaft circumference ! At his approach? 
The great Arch- Angel from. h» wav-llketoiL 
Surceas'd 5 and glad , as hoping here to end 
Inteftine war in heav'n , th' arch-foe fnhduM , 
Or captive drag*d in chains , with heftils. frown »' 
And vtfagt alt ja£amU, figft dfctf begam 
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Author of evil ! tin-known 'till thy revolt , 
Un-nam'd in heav'n, now plenteous, (as thou fee ft) 
Thefe afts of hateful ftrife ; hateful to all 
Though heaviett (by juft meafure) on thy felf* 
And thy adherents : how haft thou difturb'd 
HeavVs bleflfed peace , and- into nature brought- 
Mifery,. uncreated 'till the crime 
Of thy rebellion ! how haft thou inftill'd 
Thy malice into thoufands , once upright 
And faithful , now prov'd falfe ! But think not here 
To trouble holy reft : heav'n cafts thee out 
From all her confines : heav'n , the feat of blifs ,-. 
Brooks not the works of violence , and war. 
Hence then ! and evil go with thee along , 
Tby offspring , to the. place of evil , hell ; 
Thou and thy wicked crew ! there mingle broils £ 
E'er this avenging fwordl begin thy doom ; 
Or fome more fudden vengeance , wingM from* 

God> 
Precipitate there with augmented pain. 

So fpake the Prince of Angels ! to whom thut. 
The Adverfary. Nor think thou with wind 
Of aery threats to awe , whom yet with deeds 
Thou canft not. Haft thou turn'd the leaft of thefe- 
To flight J or if to fall, but that they rife 
Un-vanquish'd ; e after to tranfaft with me 
That thou should'ft hope , imperious ! and with 

threats 
To chafe me hence ? Err not that fo shall end 
The ftrife which thou call' ft evil , but we ftyle 
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The ftrife of; glory : which we mean to win * 
Or turn this hear'n it felf into the hell 
Thou fableft ; here , however, to dwell free ; 
If not to reign : mean-while thy utmoft force 
( And join Him nam'd Almighty to thy aid , ) 
I fly not ; bat have fought thee far , and nigh. 
They ended parle , and .both addreft for fight 
Un-fpeakable : for who , though with the tongue 
Of Angels , can relate ? or *o what things 
Liken on earth confpicuons , that may lift 
Human imagination to fuch height 
Of God-like pow'r* Forlikeft Gods they feemM 9 ' 
Stood they , ormov'd ; in ftature , motion* armt , 
Fit to decide the empire of great heav'n I 
Now wav'd their fiery fwords , and in the air 
Made horrid circles ; two broad funs their shieldf 
Blaz'd oppoilte, while expectation ftood 
In horror : from each hand with fpeed retir'd , 
Where erft was thickeft fight , th • angelic throng J 
And left large field , unfafe within the wind 
Of fuch commotion : fuch as (to fet forth 
Great things by fmall ) if nature's concord broke » 
Among the conitcllations war were fprung, 
Two planets , ruishing from afped malign 
Of fierceft oppofition > in mid-sky » 
Should combat » and their jarring fpheres confound. 
Together both , with next t' Almighty arm • 
Up-lifted imminent , one ftroke they aim'd 
That might determine , and not need repeat » 
• ( As not of pow*r , ai once ) nor odds appear'd 
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la might* or fwift prevention : but die fi 
Of Michael, ftom the armory of Go6 
.Was* giv*n him temperM To , tint neitbe 
Nor ftltd, night refiftthat edge : it met 
The firord of Satan, with fteep rorce to £ 
Defending, tnd in half cut sheer; nor ft 
But with rVift wheel reverfe , deep entrin 
All hit right fide : then Satan firft knew j 
And wiithM him to md 'fro convolvMjf 
Ihc griding frord with difcontinuous woi 
Pafs'd thro' him 1 But-th* ethereal fubfanc 
Mot longdivHrble 5 and from the gash 
Afiream of ae&arout humour ifltringflow* 
Sanguin ( fuch as cceleJHal fpirits mayblee 
And all his armor ftain'd , e'er-while fo bri 
Forthwith on all fides to his aid was run 
By Angels many , and ftroug , who interpc 
Defenie ; while others bore him on their s 
Bade to his chariot 5 wliere it ftood retired 
From off the filet of war : there they him 
Gnashing for anguish , and defpite , and si 
To find himfelf not matchlefs, and his prii 
Humbled by fuch rebuke , fo far beneath 
His confidence to equal God in pow'r. 
Yet foon he heal'd j for, fpirits that lire 

hout 
Vital in every part , ( not , as frarl man , 
In entrails , heart , or head > liver , or reins 
Cannot but by annihilating die : 
Nor in their liquid texture aortal woiflJi 
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Receive, no mote than, can the fluid air : 
All heart they ljve,;-all hea/l,alleye t all ear* 
All intrfleft, *U fenfe ;*a4 asthqypleafc t 
Tbey.limh jfcemfel|res , a*d : color » *h aj* .,. and £am 
Aflume , 4s Wsci them be£ » * om 4 >n fc , or roe. 

Mean-while in ether perm like dcedi defcnr'*! 
fcfojftoaial • 'where the might o( Gabriel fought* 
And with fierce enfigns pierc'4 the deep array 
Qiitobc, furious King ! who him dery'd, 
And ac his chariot wheels to drag him bound 
Threacea'd , «ot from the Hely Qne of heav> 
Refrained his tongue ]»lafebemous : hut anon 
Down cloven to the wetffc, with ihatter'd amnr* 
And uncouth pain , ^ed be)Uwing» On each wing 
l&id * and Raphael , his vaunting foe 
( Tho' huge , and in a rock of diamond arm'd ) , 
Vanquish'd, Adramefa, and t 4finadai > 
Two potent Thrones ! that to he left than $ods 
Difdain'd { but meaner thoughts learn'd in their 

flight. 
Mangled with ga&y wounds thro* plate , andmajk 
Nor flood unmindful Abdul 9 to annoy 
The athei/Wrew ; hue > wit;h redoubled blow # 
Arid , and Arioc, and the violence 
Of Ramitl foorch'd , and feiaftod , overthrew . • •«$ 
I might relate of tfboufands > and their names 
> Eternize here on earth ; hut thofe elect 
Angels , contented with their fame in heaVn* 
fetk not the praife of men : the other fort 
Jn might though wondrous , and in a&t of war » 
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Nor of renown lefs eager , yet by 4oom 
Canoel'd fromheav'n, and facred memory , 
Namelefs in dark oblivion let thtm dwelL 
Tor frrength from trutji divided , and from jnl 
Illaudable, nought merits but difpraife, 
And ignominy 5 yet to glory afpires > ' 
Vain-glorious , and through infamy feeks fan 
Therefore eternal filence be their doom \ 
And now , their mightieft quell'd* the h 
TwervM, 
\Pith many an in-rode gor'd ; deformed row 
Enter'd , and foul diforder : all the ground 
"With shiverM armour ftrown , and on a heap 
Chariot, and charioteer > lay overturn'd , 
And fiery foaming deeds : what ftood, recc 
O'cr-wearied , thro' the faint Satanic hoft 
Defensive fcarce , or with pale fear furpriz'd ; 
Then firft with fear furpriz'd, and fenfe of pa 
Fled ignominious : to fach evil brought 
By fin of difobedience ; till that hour , 
Not liable to fear, or flight, or pain. 
Far othcrwife th' inviolable Saints , 
In cubic phalanx firm , advane'd entire > 
Invulnerable , impenetrably arm'd : 
Such high advantages their Innocence 
Gave them above their foes , not to have fim 
Not to have difobey'd ! in fight they ftood 
Un-weaiied , un-obnoxious to be pain'd 
By wound , tho' from their place by vio 
mov*d» 
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Now night her courfe began , and over heav'a. 
Inducing darknefs , grateful truce impos'd , 
And fiience , on te odious din of war. 
Under her cloudy covert both retir'd , 
V-i&or , and vanquished. On the fbughtcn field , 
Michael , and his Angels , prevalent 
Encamping , placM in guard their watches round , 
Cherubic waving fires : on th' other part , 
Satan , with his rebellious , difappearM , 
Far in the dark diflodg'd : and void of reft, 
His Potentates to council call'd by night; 
And in the midft thus un-difmay'd began. 

O ! now in danger try'd , now known in arms* 
No to be over-power'd , companions dear ! 
Pound worthy not of liberty alone , 
( Too mean pretenfe ! ) but, what we more affecl:* 
Honor , dominion , glory , and renown $ 
Who have fuftain'd one day. in doubtful fight. 
( And if one day, why not eternal days? ) 
What heaven's Lord hath powerfulleft to fend 
Againft us from about His throne , and judg'd 
Sufficient to fubdue us to His will. 
But proves not fo ! • . . . then fallible , it feems , 
Of future we may deem Him , though till now 
Omnifcient thought. True is , lefs firmly arm'd , 
Some difadvantage we indur'd, and pain,. 
'Till now. not known; but known, as foon con%- 

temn'd 5. 
Since now we find. this our empyreal form ^ 
Incapable of mortal injury,. 



Imperishable ; and chough piercM with wound, 
Soonclofing, and by native vigour heal'd; 
Of evil then fo fmall , as tiff think 
Th: remedy : perhaps more valid arms, 
Weapon? more violent, "Mien nest #e meet j 
May fer've to better us, and worfe' our foe's? 
Or eqaal whrft between us made the odds' j 
In nature none : if other hidden - caufe 
Left them fuperior , while we can preferve 
Unhurt our minds , and undemanding found , j 
Due fcarch , and confutation, will drfclofe. 

He fat : and in th* affembly next upftood? 
Nifroc , of Principalities the prime 5 
As one he ftood efcap'd from cruel fight, 
Sore toil'd , his riven arms to haNroc hewn ; 
And , cloudy in afpeS , thus anfwering fpakev 

Deliverer from net* Lords r Leader td free 
Enjoyment of oiif right , a*s Gods ! yet hard 
For Gods, and too unequal work we find, 
Againft unequal 4rms to fight in pain , 
Againft un-pain'd, impaffive; from which evil 
Ruin mud needs enfue ! for, what avails 
Valor , or ffrength , th6* niatchlefs , quell'd witl* 

pain 
"Which all fubdues , and makes remits the hands 
Of mighueft > Senfe of pleafure we may well 
Spare out of life , perhaps , and not repme ; 
-But live content , which is the calmer! lire. 
But 4 pain is perfecVmifery , the wotffi 
Of evils; and exceflive,, overturn* 
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All patience; He who thererbre caninvenr 
With what more forcible we % may offend 
Out yet un- wounded enemies , or ami 
Our fefae* with like derenfe, to me deferrtr 
Nfc fefs than for deliverance what we owe*. 

Whereto , with look compos'd , Satan replyM; 
Not ua-invented that, which thou arighr 
Believ'ft fo main to our fuccefs , 1 bring. 
Whkh of o* who beholds the- bright firrrace 
Of this e thereout mould , whereon we ftand; 
This continent offpatious heav*n, adorned 
With plant , fruit , ffow*r ambrofial , genw , and- 

gcAdj 
Whofe eye Co fuparfieiaxly futveyt 
Thefe ihiftg*, as not to mind rrom whence they; 

grow 
Deep under ground 5 materials darlr , and crude » 
Of fpiritous, and fiery fpume , till tooch'd 
With heaven'-* ray , and temperM, they shoot ibrtSf 
So beauteous-* op'ning to the ambient tight f 
Thefe , in their dark nativity , the Deep 
Shall yield as , pregnant with infernal* flame : 
Which into hollow enghis , long, and round , 
Thick-rammM, at th* other bore with touch ofLfitr 
Dilated , and inftrrjare , shall fend forth 
From far, with thund'rrng noife , among -our ibes 
Such implements of mirchief , as shall dash 
To pieces , and overwhelm whatever ftands 
iVdverfe : that they shall fear we have difarnrtA 
Xhe Thtittdciwaf JHir only dreaded bote 



He ended , and his words their drooping cheaf 
Inlighten'd , and their languished hope revived. 
TV invention all admir'd, and each, how he 
To be th* inventor mifs'd , Co eafy it fcem'd 
Once found , which yet un-found moft would hai 

thought 
IrapofF.ble. Yet haply of thy race 
In future days ( if malice should abound ) 
Some one intent on mifchief , or infpir'd 
With dev'lish machination , might devife 
Like inftrument, to plague the fons of men 
■For (in ; on war , and mutual daughter , bent* . 
Forthwith from Council to the work they flew * . 
None arguing flood : innumerable hands 
V^ere ready ; in a moment up they turn'd 
Wide the cceleiUal foil ; and faw beneath 
Th' originals of nature , in their crude 
Conception : fulpkurous , and nitrous foam 
They found » they mingled, and with fubtile art 
Conco&ed , and aduftcd , they redjic'd 
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So all e'er day-fpring , under confcious night » 
Secret they finish'd , and in order fet « 
v With filent circumfpe&ion , un-efpy'd. 

Now when fair morn orient inheav'n appearMg. 
Up rofe the vi&or Angels , and to arms 
The matin tru.mpet.fung : in arms they ftood : 
Of golden panoply, refulgent hoft I 
Soon banded : others from the dawning hills 
Lpok'd round , and fcouts each coaft light- armedfc' 

fcour 9 
Each quarter , to defcry the diifent foe > 
"Where lodg'd, or whither fted , or if for fights 
In motion , or in halt : him foon, they met 
Under fpread enfigns moving nigh , in {low. 
But firm battalion : back with fpecdieft fail. 
Zophiely of Cherubim the fwjfteft wing , 
Came flying , and in mid- air aloud thus cry'd* 

Arm , warriors , arm for fight ! the foe at hand, . 
Whom fled we thought, will fave us longpurfuit- 
This day ; fear not his flight , fo thick a cloud-. 
He comes , and fettled in his face I fee 
Sad refolution, and fecuxe. Let each 
Hi' adamantine coat gitd well , and each 
Fit well his helm , gripe fad his orbed shield , 
Born ev'n, or high 5 for, this day wiU pour down*. 
If I conjecture ought , no drilling show*r , 
But ratling ftorm of arrows barb'd with fire. . 

So, warn'd he them , aware themfelve* 5 and foon. 
In order , quit of all impediment , 
Jftftant , vjthqut difturb,, they took alarm j . 



And onward move embattell'd : wfee* behold ! 
Not diftant far with 1 fftaty pace th« foe 
Approaching' g*ofs , and nuge 5 in- hotlwr cube 
tTlainmgf his 1 cfcviKsh enginry', rm-par* 
Onev'ry fide with ahadowbig fqtnrdiron* deep-, * 
Tho hidi the fraud. At interview- both- ftotf£ 
A-wbile ; but Suddenly at head appeared 
Satan ; and tfr.is was heard commanding loto4. 

Vatf-gnard 1 to right , and left , the Front tor* 
fold ; 
That all may fee , *fro hate vis , how we feel?- 
Peace, and compofufe ; and irith open- breaft 
Stand ready to 1 receive them,, if they Kke 
Our overture, and turn not back perverfe. 
But , that I doubt ! however witneT* heavHi ! 
Heav'n witnefs thou anoir ! wMle ire difchafg* 
Freely" our part : ye who appointed ftand , 
Do as you have in charge , and briefly touch 
IVPhat we propound; and load, that all mayntftrt- 

$0 fcoffing in ambiguous word* , he fcarce 
Had ended ; when to right , and left , the Front 
Divided, and to either flank ritir'd ! 
JVPhich to our eyes difcover'd ( new, and ftrange ! J 
A triple mounted row of pillars , laid 
On wheels ( for like to pillar* moft they feem'd, 
Or hollowM bodies made of oak , or fir , 
.With branches lopM , in wood or mountain fell'd) 
Brafs , iron , ftony mold ; had not their mouth* 
With hideous orifice gap'd on us wide , 
Portending hollow truce : .at each behind 
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A Seraph flood , and in his hand a reed 

Stood waving tip'd with fire ; white Ve fcrfpenfe' * 

Colle&ed flood within onr thought* amuff'd: 

Not long ! for fctdden all at once their reeA 

Pfot forth, and to a narrow* vent jflppiyd 

With niceft touch, immediate in a flame', 

( But foon obfeur'd with fmoktf) all heav^ri ap-f 

peatM , 
From thofe deep - throated engins beleh'd ; whofa 

roar 
f mbovelM with ontra£?ons rioife the air, 
And all her entrails tore ; dr (gorging fbttl 
Their devilish glut , chrfin'd thunder -bolts, aa*' 

hai* 
Of iron globes, which eta the victor Koft 
LevelTd , with fuch impetuocs fury fmbte , 
That whom they hit , none on thtir ittt isAfikt 

ftand, 
Though landing elfe as rbxks ; bat down fitef k& ' 
By thoufands, Angel on Arch- Angel rowTd; 
The fooner for their arms ; ufiatftr'd they rftighr 
Have eafily, as spirits, ervaded fwift 
By quick contraction , or remove : ) biit ncrw* 
J^oul diflipation follow'd, and fore'd r6ut; 
Nor ftrvM it to relax their ferried files; 
^riat should they db J if on thef rttsfc'd , reputft" ' 
Repeated , and indecent overthrow 
Doubled, would render theory etxtro re d£fp2s*d» 
And to their foes a laughter , fot in* view", 
Stcod ranf d of Sefiphiin te*Jrtherrow% 
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In pofture to difplode their fecond Tire 
Of thunder : back defeated to return " 
They worfe abhorr'd. Satan beheld their pli 
And .to his mates thus in derifion call'd. 

O friends I why. come not on thefe- victors p 
E'er while they fierce were coming, and whe 
Tj> entertain them fair with open front , 
And breaftj ([what could we more ? ) propo 

terms 
Of composition , (trait they changed their mi 
Slew off, and into ftrange vagaries fell. 
As they would dance : yet for a dance they I 
Somewhat extravagant , and wild : perhaps 
For joy of ofFer'd peace : but I fuppofc , 
If our propofals once again were heard » 
iVe should compel them to a quick refult. 

To whom thus Belial , in like gamefomc m< 
leader ! the terms we fenc were terms of w< 
Qf hard contents, and full of force , urgM 1 
Such as we might perceive amus'd them all 
And Humbled many : who receives them rigfc 
Had need from head to foot well underftai 
Not underftood , this gifc they have bed^es 
They shew us when our foes walk not uprig 

So they among themfelves in pleafant ve 
Stood fcoffing , heighten'd in their th< 

beyond 
r AU doubt of victory : Eternal Might 
To match with their inventions they prelum' 
So. eaiy , and of His thunder made a fcorn » 
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And all His hoft derided , while they flood 
A- while in trouble : but , they flood not long ; 
Rage prompted them at length , and found tljem 

arms 
Againft fuch hellish mifchief fit t' oppofe. 
Forthwith ( behold the excellence , the pow'r 
Which God hath in his mighty Angels plac'd ! ) 
Their arms away they threw , and to the hills 
( For earth hath this variety from heav'n , 
Of plea fu re fituate in hill , and dale ) 
Light as the light'ning glimpfe they ran , they 

flew , 
From their foundations loos'ning to and fro, 
They pluck'd the feated hills , with all their load, 
Rocks , waters , woods , and by th$ shaggy tops 
Up-lifting bore them in their hands. Amaze, 
Be Aire , and terror , feiz'd the rebel hoft , 
When coming towards them , fo dread they Taw 
The bottom of the mountains upward turn'd ; 
'Till on thofe curfed engins' triple- row 
They faw them whelm'd , and all their confid.nce 
Under the weight of mountains bury'd deep 
Themfelves invaded next , and on their heads 
Main promontories flung , which in the air 
Came shadowing , and oppreft whole legions arm\J : 
Their armor help'd their harm , crush'd in , an<! 

bruis'd 
Into their fubftance pent, which wrought them pain 
Implacable , and many a dolorous groan ; 
Long ftrugling underneath, e'er they could wind 
Tome L K 
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Out of fuch prifon , though fpirin of pureft 

light : 
(Purcftatficft, now grofs by finning grown ) 

The reft, ia imitation , to like arms 

Betook then, and the neighb"riag hills up tone : 

So , hills a-mid the air en-counterM hills » 

Hurl'd to , and fro , with jacnlarioa dire ; 

That under ground they sought in difmal shade; 

Infernal noife ! war feem'd a civil game 

To this uproar ; horrid confbfion heap'd 

Upon confufion rofe. And now all heav'n 

Had gone to wreck, with ruin over-fpread, 

Had not th' Almighty Father, where He Hyt 

Shrin'din His fan&uary of heav'n fecure, 

Confulting on the fum of things , fo re-fee n 

This tumult , and permitted all , advis'd : 

That His great purpofe He might fo fulfil , 

To honor His Anointed Son , avenged 

Upon His enemies , and to declare 

AH pow'r on Him transferr'd : whence to His 

Son, 
{ Th' AfTeflor of His Throne ) He thus began* 

Effulgence of My Glory, Son belov'di 
Son ! in Whofe face invisible is beheld 
Vifibly , what by Deity lam; 
And in Whofc hand what by decree I do » 
Second Omnipotence ! two days are pad , 
{ Two days , as Vc compute the days of heav'n ) 
Ske Michael , and bis Fov'rs , went for th to 

same 
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Thefe difobedient : fore hath been their fight , 
As likelieft was , when two fuch foes met arm'd : 
for to themfelves I left tkem ; and Thou fcnow'ftv 
Equal in their creation they were fbrm'd , 
Save what fin hath iflipair*d ; which yet hath 

wrought 
Jnfenfibry , for I fufpend tiieir doom 5 
Whence in perpetual fight they needs mnit laft 
Endlefs , and no foliation will be found. 
War wearied hath perform'd what war can do , 
And to diforder'd rage let loo fe the reins , 
With mountains , as with weapons , arra'd ; which 

makes 
Wild work in heav'n , and dangerons to the main* 
"Two days are therefore paft, the third is Thine; 
tor Thee I have ordain'd it ; and thus far 
Have fuffer'd, that the glory may be Thine 
Of ending this great war , fittce none but Thb* 
Can end it. into Thee fuch virtue » and grace 
Immenfe , 1 have transfused, that all may know 
In hcav*n , and hell , Thy pow'r above compared 
And this perverfe commotion governed thus > 
To manifeft Thee worthieft to be Heir 
Of all things ,* to be Heir, and to be King 
By facred Unction , Thy deferred right. 
Go then, Thou Mightieft, in Thy Father's Might ! 
Afcend My. chariot , guide the rapid wheels 
That shake heav'n's bails > bring forth all Uf 

war, 
My bow , and thundery My Almighty arm* 
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Gird on , and fword upon Thy puiflant thigh. 
Purfuc thefe Tons of darkneis ; drive them one 
From all heav'n's hounds , into the utter deep : 
There let them learn , as likes .them > to defpife 
God, and Meffiah His anointed King. 

He faid> and on "His Son with raytdired 
Shone full , He all His Father full expreft , 
Ineffably into His face receiv'd : 
And thus theTilial Godhead an fw 'ring fpake. 

O Father ! Q Supreme of heav'nly Thrones ! 
Firft , Higheft , Holieft , Beft ! Thou always feek'ft 
To glorifie Thy Son > I always Thee , 
As is mod juft : this I My glory account » 
My exaltation, and My whole delight, 
That Thou in Me well - pleas'd , declar'eft thy 

will 
FulfillM , which to fulfill is all My blifs. 
Sceptre , and pow'r , Thy giving , I affume ; 
And gladlier shall refign , when in the end 
Thou shalt be aU/m ail , and I in Thee 
Fox ever ; and in Me all whom Thou lov'ft : 
But whom Thou hat'ft , I hate , and can put on 
Thy terrors , as 1 put Thy mildnefs on , 
Image of Thee in all things : and shall foon , 
Aim'd with Thy might , rid heav'n of thefe re- 

beil'd 5 
To their prepar'd ill manfion driven down 
To chains of darknefs , and th* undying worm ; 
That from Thy juft obedience could revolt , 
yk horn t/j obey is happiaefs entire. 
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Then shall Thy Saints un- mi iM > and from th* im- 
pure 
Far feparate , circling Thy holy mount 
Un-fained hallelujahs to Thee fing , 
Hymns of high praife , and 1 among them Chief. 

So faid, He o'er His fceptre bowing , rofe 
From the right hand of glory where He fat ; 
And tiie thkd facred morn began to shine , 
Dawning through heav'n. Forth rush'd with whirl* 

- wind found 
The chariot of Paternal Deity , 
Flashing thick flames , w^eel within wheel un- 
drawn, 
It felf inftind with fpirit , but convoyM 
By four Cherubic shapes 5 four faces each 
Had wondrous ; as -with ftars , their bodies all , 
And wings , were fet with tytt $ with eyes , the 

wheels 
•Of beril; and careering fires between : 
Overtheix heads a chryftal firmament ; 
Where on a faphir throne , ( inlaid with pure 
Amber , and colors of the show*ry arch ) 
He , in coeleitial panoply all arm'd 
Of radiant Urim , work divinely wrought ! 
Afcended : at His right hand , Viftory 
Set eagle-wingM : befide Him hung his bow* 
And quiver with three-bolted thunder ftortP: 
And from about Him fierce efrufion rowlM 
Of fmoke , and bick'ring flame -, and Jparkles 
dire. 
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Attended with tea thoufand thoufand Saints » 
He onward came > far off his coming shone, 
And twenty thouiand (I their somber heard) 
Chariots of God > half on each hand , w*re fees* 
Me on the wings of Cherub rode fnblim* 
On the chryftalUn sky , in faphir thron'd , 
llliiftrieu*. far , and wide : bot by His own 
Firft feen , then un-expe&ed joy furprii'd ^ 
iWhen the great enfigtt ofAkjfiah bla*'d , 
Aloft by Angels born , His figp in heaven i 
Under whofe conduct Michatl foon reduc'd 
His army , circusirus'd on either wing* 
Under their Head imbodied all in one* 
Before Him Pow'r Difine Hh way prepaid f 
At His command tb' up-rooted bilk retir'd 
Each to hit place , they heard hit voice » and wett 
Obfe^uious ; keav'n his fronted face renewed > 
And with fresh flow'rets hill and valley fmil'd. 

This faw Hi« haplcft foe* , bat ftood obdor*d » 
And to rebellions tight rallied their Pow'rs , . ; ~ 
Infenlate ! hope conceiving from defpair : 
In heav'nly fpiiits coald fuch petverfenefs dw«U t 
But , ( to convince the proud what fign* avail » 
Or wonders move th' obdurate to relent ! ) 
They hardened more , by what might moft ra- 

« claim , 
Grieving to fee His glory , at the fight 
Took envy $ and afpiring to His height* 
Stood te-cmbattell'd fierce : by force, or irand, 
v V£eeniixg to profper , and at lenght prevail 
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Againft God , and MtJJlah ,• or to fall 
In univerfal ruin laft : and n.ow 
To final battel drew, difdaining flight y 
Qr faint retreat $ when the Great Son of God, 
To all His hofts on either hand , thus fpake. 
Stand ftill in bright array , ye Saints L here 
fond* 
Ye Angels arm'd ! this day from battel reft r 
Faithful hath been your warfare , and of God- 
Accepted , fearlefs in His righteous caufe t 
And as ye have receiv'd , fo have ye done , 
Invincibly. But , of this curfed crew 
The punishment to other hand belongs : 
Vengeance is His , Or whofe He fole appoints- 
Number to this day's work is not ordain'd , 
Not multitude : ftand only , and behold 
God's indignation on thefe godlefs pourM 
By Me ; not you , but Me , they have defpis'd, 
Yet envied : againft Me is all their rage ; 
Bicanfe the Father, ( t'Whom in heav'n fupre- 

me 
Kingdom, find pow*r , and glory appertains ,) 
Hath hefeor'd Me , according to His will. 
Therefore to Me their ddom He hath aflign'd : 
That they may have their wish , to try with Me 
In battel which the ftronger proves 5 they all , 
Or I alone againft them : iiftce by ftrength 
they neafure ail > of other excellence 
Not enwlouf , nor care who them excels ; 
Nor other ttiife with them do I vouchsafe*. 
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So fpake the Son , and into terror changM 
His count'nance , too fevere to be beheld 1 
And full of wrath bent on His enemies. 
At once the Four fpread out their ftarry wings »~ 
•With dreadful shade* contiguous , and the orbs 
Of His fierce^ chariot rowl'd , as with the found 
Of torrent floods, or of a numerous hoft. 
He on His impious foes right onward drove > 
Gloomy as night : under His burning wheels 
The ftedfaft empyrean shook' throughout ; 
'All but the throne it felf of God. Full foon 
Among them He arriv'd ; in His right hand 
Grafping ten thou fan d thunders , which He fent 
Before Him , fuch as in their fouls infix'd 
Plagues : they aftonish'd , all refinance loft , 
All courage 5 down their idle weapons dropp'd : 
O'er shields , and helms , and helmed heads Hft 

rode 
Of Thrones , and mighty Seraphim proftrate ; 
That wish'd the mountains now might be again 
Thrown on them , as a shelter from His ire. 
Nor lefs on either fide tempeftuous fell 
His arrows, from the four- fold- vifagM Four , 
Diftinft with eyes ; and from the living wheels « 
Diftind alike with multitude of eyes ; 
One fpirit in them ruPd , and every eye 
GlarM lightening, and shot forth pernicious fire 
Among th' accurft, that wither' d all their ftrength , 
And of their wonted vigor left them drain'd, 
ExUoftcd, fpiritleft, affli&ed, fell'n. " * 
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Yet, half His ftrength He put not forth, bv$ 

check'd 
His thunder in mid-volly ; for He meant 
Not to deftroy , but root them out of heav'n* 
The overthrown He rais'd , and as a herd 
Of go'ats , or tim'rous flock , together throng'd » ' 
Drove them before Him thunder ftruck , puxfu'd 
With terrors , and with furies , to the bounds 
And chryftai wall of heav'n ; which op'ning wide. 
Rowl'd inward , and a fpacious gap difclos'd 
Into the' wafteful Deep : the mouftrous fight 
Struck them with horror backward ,* but , far worfc 
Urg'd them behind : headlong thcmfelves they 

threw 
Down from the verge of heav'n ; eternal wrath 
Burn'd after them , to the bottomlefs pit. 
Hell heard th* unfufferabie noife ; hell faw 
Heav'n ruining from heav'n , and would have fled 
Affrighted ; but ftri& Fate had caft too deep 
Her dark foundations , and too raft had bound. 
Nine days they fell ; confounded Chaos roat'd > 
And felt ten-fold confufion in their fall, 
Through his wild anarchy; fo huge a roue 
Incumber'd him with ruin ! hell at laft 
Yawning rec iv'd th< m whole , and on them clos'd ; 
Hellj their fit habitation , fraught with fire 
Un-quenchable, the houfe of woe » and pain. 
Dif-burden'd heav'n rejoie'd, and foon repair'd 
Her mural breach , returning whence it rowl'd* 
Sole vl&otr , from th* expulfion of His foes , 
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Mefliah His triamphal chariot tarn'd : 
To meet Him all His Saints , who filcfit flood 
Eye-witneifes of His almighty afts , 
With jubilee advftnc'd ; and ^ they vent, 
Shaded with branching palm , each Order bright 
Sang triumph , and Him fung Vi&orious King* 
Son , Heir , and Lord ! to Him dominion giv*fl > 
Worthieft to reign. He celebrated rode 
Triumphant through mid-heav'n , into the courts * 
And temple , of His Mighty Father, throrfd 
On high : who into glory Him receiv'd 
^here now He (its at the right hand of blifs. 
Thus , measuring things in heav'n by things e* 
earth', 
At thy requett , and that thou may'rt beware 
By what is paft, to thee I have reveal'd 
What might have elfe to human race been Kiel £ 
The difcord which befel , and war in heav'n- 
Among th' Angelic Pow'rs , and the deep fell 
Of thofe too high afpiring , who rebell'd 
With Suan : he who envies now thy (tare / 
Who now is plotting how he may feduce 
Thee alfo from obedience , that with him 
( Bereav'd of happinefs ) thou may'ft partake 
His punishment , eternal mifery : 
Which would be all his folace, and revenge , 
As a defpite done againft the Moft High, 
Thee once to gain tompagaion of his woe. 
But , liften not to his temptation* : warn 
Th/ weaker : let it profit thee to hav* heard » 
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Efcend from heav'n , Urania / ( by that nam$ 
If rightly thou art call'd ) whofe voice divine 
Following , above th' Olympian hill I foar , 
Above the flight of Pegafean wing* 
The meaning , not the name , I call , for thoa 
Nor of the Mufes nine , nor on the top 
Of old Olympus dwell'ft ; but , heav'nly born , 
Before the hills appear'd , or fountain flow'd > 
Thou with eternal Wiflom didft_converfe , 
Wifdom thy fitter, and with her didft play 
In prefence of th' Almighty Father, pleasM f 
With thy cceleftial fong. Up-led by thee , 
Into the heav'n of heav'ns 1 have prefum'd , 
( An earthly gueft ) and drawn empyreal air, 
Thy temp'ring. With like fafety guided down. 
Return me to my native element : 
Left from this flying fteed unrein'd ( as once 
Bdleroiphon , though from a lower clime ) 
Dif-mounted , on th' Aldan field 1 fall , 
Erroneous there to wander , and forlorn- 
Half yet remains unfung ; but , narrower bound; 
Within the vifible*diurnal fphere : 
Standing on earth , not rapt above the Pole, 
More fafe I fii.55 with mortal voice ; un-changM , 
To hoarfe , or uute , though fall'n on evil days, . 
On evil days though falFn , and evil tongues ; 
In darknefs , an 1 with dangers compafs'd round i 
And folitude « Yet, not alone, while thoa 
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Vifit'ft my (lumbers nightly; or* whe 

Purples the eaft. Still govern thou my 

Unuda / and fa audience find , thong* 

But *■ -drive Jar off die barbarous duToi 

Of Bacchus , and his revellers 5 the n 

Of that wild roac chat core the Thracu 

In Rhoiopt, where woods , and rocks , 

To rapture , 'till the favage clamor dro 

Both harp , and voice ; nor could the 1 

Her Ion. So fail not thou , who thee » 

For , thou art heav'nly 5 she , an empt 

Say , Goddefs , what enAVd when A 

The affable Arch- Angel , had forewarn 

Adam , by dire example , to beware 

Apoiftafy , by what befel in heav'a 

To thofe apoftatcs; left the like bef*l 

In Paradife to Adam , or his race , 

( Charged not to touch the interdicted 

If they tranfgrefs , and flight that fole 

So eafily obey'd , amid the choice 

Of all taftes clfe to pleafe their appetit 

Though wand'ring He 3 with hit 

Eve, 
The ftory heard attentive , and was fill 1 
With admiration , and deep mufe , to h< 
Of things fo high , and Grange ; thing 

thought , 
So un- imaginable, as hate in heav'n , 
Aadwar fo near the peace of God in I 
iVPith fach confufion : hut, the evil , ft 
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Driv'a back , redounded ( at a flood ) oa tkofr 
From whom it {pitutg ; impofliMc to mix 
With bleOedaefr. Wheeu* 4dm foon repeal'* 
The doubts that ia hi* heart arofe : and nov 
Led on , yet falefs » with defoe to know 
( What nearer might concern him ) bow thif world 
Of heav'n, and earth confpicuous, tjrft began $ 
When , and ▼hereof created ; for what cauje j 
What within Eden > or without > was done 
Before his memory (as oat) whofe drouth 
Yet fcarce allay'd , ftiU eyes the curfeat/faan,* 
Whofe liquid murmur heard , new third excites. ) 
Proceeded thus to ask bis heav'nly gutjL 

Great things , and full of wonder in our ears » 
Far difF 'ring from this world, thou haftreveai'd; 
Divine interpreter ! by favor font 
Down from the empyrean, to fore-warn 
Us timely of what might elfe have been our loft 
Unknown 5 which human knowledge could not 

reach : 
For which to th' InSuUely Good we owe 
Immortal thanks » and his admonishment 
Receive , with folcmn purpofe to obferre 
Immutably His fovereig* wiU , the end 
Of what we are. But, fince thou baft voucbiaf d 
Gently , for our imftru&on , to impart 
Things above earthly thought ( which yot con* 

cern'd 
Our knowing, as to HigheA Wifdom feesa'd) 
Deign to defend flow lowtf » aid rtUf* 
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( \That may no left , perhaps , avail us fc 
How firft began this heav'n, which we b 
Diftant fo high, with moving fire* adon 
Innumerable ; and this which yields , or 
All fpace > the ambient air wide interfus 
Embracing round this florid earth : what 
Mov'd the Creator, in His holy reft » 
Through all eternity , fo late to build 
In Chaos ; and the work begun , how Too 
Abfolv'd: if un-forbid thou may'ft unto 
What we , not to explore the fecrets a 
Of His eternal* empire , but the more 
To magnify His works , the more we kn 
And the great light of day yet wants t< 
Much of his race , though deep , fufpenfe 
Held by thy voice ; thy potent voice he 
And longer will delay, to hear thee tell 
His generation, and the firing birth 
Of nature from the un-apparent Deep : 
Or , if the ftar of ev'ning, and the mooi 
Hafte to thy audience , night with her wi 
Silence ; and Sleep , lift'ning to thee , wil 
Or , we can bid his abfence , 'till thy fo: 
£nd , and difmifs thee e'er the morning 

Thus Adam his iiluftrious gueft befou 
And thus the God-like Angel anfwer'd m 

This alfo thy requeft, with caution as! 
Obtain : though to recount aln.ighty woi 
What words , or tongue of Sgraph , can 
Or , heart of man fujfice to comprehend 
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Yet, what thou canft attain, (which beft may fcrve 
To glorify the Maker , and infer 
Thee alfo happier ) shall not be vita-held 
Thy hearing : fuch commifflon from above 
1 have receiv'd , to anfwer thy deiire 
Of knowledge within bounds : beyond, abftain 
To ask ; nor let thine own inventions hope 
Things not reveal'd , which th' invifible King j. 
Only Omnifcient , hath fupprefs'd in night ; 
To none communicable in earth , or heav'n : 
Enough is left beftdes to fearch , and know. 
But , knowledge is as food , and needs no left 
Her temperance over appetite , to know 
In meafure what the mind may well contain : 
Oppretfbs elfe with furfeit , and foon turns 
Wifdom to folly , as nourishment to wind. 

Know then , that after Lucifer from, heav'n 
( So call him , brighter once amidft the hoft 
Of Angels , than that (tar the ftars among ) 
Fell with his flaming legions through the Deep 
Into his place , and the Great Son returned 
Victorious with his Saints , th' Omnipotent 
Eternal Father from his throne beheld 
Their multitude , and to His Son thus fpake. 

At leail our envious foe hath falTd , who thought 
All like hiirtfelf rebellions , by whofe aid 
This in aceeflible high ftrength , the feac 
Of Deity fupresne >.Us dif-poflfeft, 
He trufted to have feis'd , and into fraud 
Drew many, whom their place inow* here no.moxea 
TotmI. S ' 
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Yet, fir the greater part have kept , I 
Their ftation ; heav'n , yet populous , i 
Number fufficient to pofiefs her realms 
Though, wide ; and this high temple to 
With minifterie* due , and fioienm ricei 
But, left his heart exalt him , in the ha 
Already done , to have difpeopkd he 
( My damage fondly deem'd ! ) J can Pt 
That detriment , if Aich it be, to lofa 
Self- loft 5 and in a moment will creUM 
Another world j oat of one man , a ra 
Of men in-numerable » there to dwell 
Not here $ 'till by degrees of merit ra 
Thef ©pent© themiejLve* at length the 
Up hither $ under long obedience try*< 
And. earth be chang'd to heav'n, and 

earth, 
One kingdom , joy, and union withon 
Mean-while inhabit lax , ye Pow*rs of 
Arid Thou My Word , begotten Son ! I 
This I perform ; fpeak Thou, and be it 
%/ly ower-sluvkwkig Spirit , and Might, 
1, fend along : ride forth * and bid the ] 
Within appointed bounds , be heav'n I 
louftdlefs the Deep, becaufe I AMwfa 
Infinitude : nor vacuous the fpace ; 
Ihough I * ©n-circumfcrib'd My felf , l 
And put not forth my goodnefs 5 whicl 
To ad, or not : Neceffity, uttd Chance 

4pp*o*vh «t Mf 5 «* what I witt k I 
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So fpake th* Almighty , and to what He fpake 
His Word , the Filial Godhead , gave efleft. 
Immediate are the ads of God , more fwift 
Than time , or motion 5 but , to human eats 
Cannot without procefs of fpeech be told], 
So told , as earthly notion can receive. 
Great triumph , and rejoicing , was in heav'n ; 
When fech w£s heard declar'd th' Almighty's will : 
Glory they fung to the Moft High ! good will 
To future men , and in their dwellings peace ! 
Glory to Him ! Whofe jo ft avenging ire 
Had driven out th' nago fly from His fight » 
And th' habitations of the juft : to Him 
Glory and praifc ! Vhofe wifdom had ordain'd 
Good out of evil to create ; iaftcad 
Of fpirits malign , • better race to bring 
Into their vacant room , and thenct ditfule 
. His good to worlds , and ages , infinite. 

So fang the Hierarchic*. Memvwhile th* $•** 
On His great expedition now apptar'd , 
Girt with Omnipotence , with jrsidiaitce crwwm'dh. 
Of Majefty Ditwe : fapience, and lore 
Immenfe , and all His Father in Htm Aott* 
About His chariot mimberlefi were ponr'd- 
Cherub, and Seraph , Potentates , and Throne* *. 
And Yinnes : winged fpirits » and chariot* winter. 
Rom th' armory of God ; where ftand of old* 
Myriads 9 between two braxen moantains lodgf4; 
Againft afolemn day, harnefs'd at hand, 
Cfcfaiial equipage J **4 mow camt facsfai 
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Spontaneous ( for within them fpirit liv* 
Attendant on their Lord : heav'n open' 
Her ever-during gates, harmonious four 
On golden hinges moving , to let forth 
The King of Glory , in His pow'rful >8 
And Spirit , coming to create new Worl 
On heav'nly ground they flood, and from 
They viewed the vaft immeafurable abyfi 
Outragious as a fea , dark , wafteful , wi] 
Up from the bottom turn'd by furious w 
And furging waves , as mountains , to i 
Heav'n's height, and with the centre mix 

Silence , ye troubled waves , and th< 
peace ! 
Said then th' Omnific Word, your Difcon 

Nor ftaid; but, on the wings of Chen 
Up liftd, in Paternal Glory rode 
Far into Chaos , and the world unborn ; 
For Chaos heard His voice. Him all Hii 
Followed in bright proceflion , to behol 
Creation, and the wonders of His migi 
Then ftaid the fervid Wheels , and in H 
He took the golden compares , prepared 
In God's eternal (tore , to circumfcribe 
This univerfe , and all created things. 
One foot He center'd , and the other tu 
Round through the vaft profundity obfc 
And faid , Thus far extend , thus far th) 
This be thy juft circumference , O world 
Thu$ God the heav'n created , thus xh\ 
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Matter un-form'd , and void ! Darknefs profound 
Ctver'd rh' abyfs 5 but , on the wat'ry calm 
His brooding wings the Spirit of God out-fpread , 
And vital virtue infus'd , and vital warmth 
Throughout the fluid mafs ; but , downward purg'd 
The black , Tartareous , cold , infernal dregs , 
Adverfe to life : then founded , then conglob'd 
Like things to like ; the reft to feveral place 
Dif-parted 5 and between , fpun out the air : 
And earth felf-ballanc'd on her centre hung. 
Let there be light ! faid God : and forthwith 
light 
Ethereal, firft of things , quinteflence pure , 
Sprung from the Deep : and from her native eaft , 
To journey through the aery gloom began , 
Sphear'd in a radiant cloud 5 ( for yet the Sun 
Was not ) she in a cloudy tabernacle 
Sojoum'd the while. God faw the light was good: 
And light from darknefs by the hemifphere 
Divided : light the day , and darknefs night 
He nam'd. Thus was the Firft Day ev'n and morn's 
Nor paft un-celebrated , nor un-fung 
By the coeleftial choires > when orient light 
Exhaling firft from darknefs they beheld ; 
Birth-day of heav'n and earth ! with joy , and shout, 
The hollow nniverfal orb they filPd ; 
And tonch'd their golden harps , and hymning 

prais'd 
God , and His works ; Creator Him they fang, 
Both when Firft Ev > «ingW4W , aiid when^Fiift.Mom, 
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Again , God faid , Let there be firmament 
Amid the iraten , tad let k divide 
Une waters from the iraten t And God made 
The firmament expaufe of tionid , pure , 
Tranfparent , elemental air , dioua'd 
In circuit to the utcfthoft convex 
OF this great Round : partition firm, end funev 
The waters underneath from thofe above 
Dividing. : for as earth > fo He the world 
Built on circumfluous waters calm , m wide 
Chryftallin ocean, and the loudmiT tele 
Of Chaos far remov'd : left fierce extremal 
Contiguous , night diftemper das whole fimne r 
And heat'n He nam'd the firmament : fb er*a 
And morning chorus fung the Second Day. 

The earth vasfbrm'd, but in the womb ee yen 
Of waters ( embryon immature ) involvM, 
Appear'd not : over all the face of earth 
Main ocean flowM ,* not idle » but with vera* 
Prolific humor fofVnrag all her globe , 
Fermented the great mother to conceive, 
Satiate with genial moifture i when God Add V 
Be gathered now ye waters under heav'n 
Into one place , and let dry land appear !.*..• 
Immediately the mountains huge appear 
Emergent , and their broad bare backs up-burnt* 
fato the clouds, their tops afccnd the sky*. 
So high as heav'd the tumid hills , fo loir 
Bown funk a hollow bottom, broad, end deep 1 » 
Capacsouf bed of wf*eri ! Thither they 
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Hafted with glad precipitance , up-rowl'd,. 
As drops on duft conglobing from the dry : 
Part rife in chryftal trail, or ridge direft , 
For hafte 5 fuch flight the great command imprefsM* 
On the (wirt floods : at armies at the call 
Of trumpet ( for of on* armies thou haft heard) 
Yroop to their ftandard ; fo the wat'ry throng, 
Wave rolling after wave , where way they found ; 
If fteep, with torrent rapture; if through plain, 
Soft-ebbing 5 nor withftood them rock > or hill z 
Hat they , or tinder ground » or circuit wide 
Vith ferpent-error wand'ring, found. their way », 
And on the washy oofe deep channels wore 5 
Eafy , e'er God had bid the ground he dry , 
All but within thefe banks , where riven now 
Stream , and perpetual draw their humid train*. 
The dry land , earth 5 and the great receptacle 
Or" congregated waters , He call'd &a» $ 
And few that it was good : and faid, Let th' eartk. 
Pot fortfi the verdant grafs , herb yielding feed*. 
And fruit* tree yielding fruit after her kind 5 
Wtaofe feed m m her fetf *pon the eaith 1 , . . . 
He fcaree hid laid , when the hare earth ( till then:. 
Defert , and bate , nn- lightly, as adoru'd ) 
Brought forth tit tender graft , wh»fe verdure clad 
Her anivtrfal lace with pleaJant green : 
Hen, herb* of every leaf , that Tuddeii floflrYd: 
Op'ning theb various tolors > *nd made gty 
Hcr-feefon , faelliig ft*«t. Aid , theft fcami. 



HI t Rofe , as in dance , the ftatcly trees , anc 

i ii ' Their branches hung with copious fruit : oi 

' - ' Their boflbms : with high woods the r 

crownM ; 
With tufts the vailies ; and each fbuntai: 
With borders long the rivers : that ', ca' 
Seem'd like to heav'n 5 a feat where Go 

dwell , 
Or wander with delight , and love to ha 
Her facred shades : though God had yet 1 
Upon the earth , and man to till the groi 
None was : but , from the earth a dewy n 
I It Went up , and water'd ail the ground , 1 

Plant of the field ; which, e'er it was in t 
God made , and ev'ry herb , before it gr< 
On xhe green ftem : God faw that it was 
So, ev'n, and morn, recorded the Thin 
Again th' Almighty fpake : Let there I 
High in th' exparife of heaven , to divid 
The day from night : and let them be fbi 



"Book VII. ParadIse Lt>s t. X17 
To man ) the greater to have rule by day , 
The lefs by night > aiterne*: and made thfiftartf- 
And fed them 1 isv the firmament 'df heay'a » 
T illuminttethb.efrtlr!,aiid.rute'fcfae day., 
In their ?Ttriffito^e^ anil fiilt'theiaghtf - 1 ■' 
Andlight fidm darknefs to divide. God faw f 
Surveying his great : w6rk ; thaje it wai good ; . 
For , of cttloftiaLJaodies firft , the fun 
(A might yfpheeei ) -He jfcun-dy un-ligbtfcme 

iraV-- " f - » : '■■ .J : .: a? :.•.•■" ' 
Tho' .of ethereal "rnold > thim4bTmM4&iem0O& 
GWsbofe ; and- ev'jy magnitude iof Itass .j ! ■;' 
And fow'd with ftars the heav'n-, thick as a. field. 
Of light by far the greater part he took , . 
Tranfplanted from her cloudy shrine ,-and placM 
In the fun's orb , made porous to receive 
And drink "the liquid light; firm, fioiztam 
Her gather'-d bcajraV-grfrai^alace now 1 of light t 
Hith«a;>x&xjKt^(Ar , fb«nCBin. f >xnher.iraQs < 
Repairing , in theic golden urns draw light : 
And hence the morning planet gilds her horns : 
By tincture., or reflcAioiL, they augment* 
Their fmall peculiar , though ( from human fight 
So far remote ) with diminution feen. 
yirftlfl his eaft the glorious lamp -was feen* • 
Regent tof day ; and illvtii'hornon round ' . : 
lohreited with bright rays, jocund, to /run - 
His longitude through heav'n's high road : tht 

gray 
Daw* > and the fldadu, before him dane'd, 
Tom In X. 
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"Till nifhrjih* fcifaMiliiiii^iiAiifcfcii: i 
HaroMl an hnai Vi frtaf dala a»t%ii ijaijpi ' 
W*h *boaf*Mtl 

rSpingttnS the heaufpfecrt |4^avivAQaffti 

AndGodtta.UtAeMfeH»9te«n^ . . 
ReacU, viA^mitnrite, ttvkg ftatt* ■,. '. '. 

On (Hi i IhaJlia il* Iiiiaartli ailili aiiafri iii .» 

.DifplajM xmiV*f*m6tm+*ti4*M#dA:.l 
.'And God eraattd .the gfcravhvleiu *nd octet .. 
Soul JiriDgs«acktiv*crepc<, vhich [HnanMdjp 
The witert geneaated fcjr thcir*kmdrfi ■■" . 
And every Hrd, of wingmfterWt kind? 
And fair that ir vir apod* and faleftd tfaca*„ 

faying, 
Be fruitful, maldpV* * Qii m**** *«■» » * 
And hkeHmui ii—ine; flif m> the watnwl <tt| • 
Anaietrfi^ib^^jnBitipl^c«cb'c«wh! 
forthwith darfeariai, and tot* etch creek* -an* 

Jbaat^ 
With fry in-nmnerahle Jtorm , and thoab 
*tfJi«h > ff^wfafi^to>4ja»hiaito g i tekftaj 
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Glide under the green if art in fcutt* , T$nrt dfc 
Bank the mid fea : part Angle , or with mate , 
Graze the fea-weed their patfure ; airfthft* grtrefe 
Of coral flray ; ttr , fportiftg with qaici glihf e% 
Shew to the fun their wav'd: coats , dropM > A 

geld: 
Or> in their pearly ahetts ■ it Mfe*. ««rit 
Moift nutriment ; or under rocks' their fooft , 
In jointed armor , wafch : on fhtobth , the feal , 
And bended dolphin* play : ptrt , huge" of fculfcf 
Wallowing unweildy, enormous in their gait, 
Tempeft the ocean : there Leviathan -, 
Hugeft of living creatures , on the Deep 
- StretchM like a promontory, deep* , or flrftff* > 
And feems a moving land 5 arid at hi* gills 
Draws in, and at his trunk fpouts but a lea. 
Mean-while the tepid caves , and fens , aftd s hoars. 
Their brood as numerous hatch rrbuVth'e£g, tflk 

'loon . . 

Bud*kfc With khrdly rupture, rbf0t^filTclos r d ^ 
Their callow young*, hut fejther'd foonand fledge; 
They fammM their pens 5 ^d (baling th* air Cubit* 

me , 
With clang deffcis'd the ground, under a ctotjt 
•In profpeft i there , the eagle , and the ftork » 
On cliffs , and cedar tops, their eyries build-; 
Part , loofly wing the region ; £ar% , more wife 
In common, rangM in figure wedge their way g 
Tnteili gent of feafo&s ,**& fist forth 
"Their a ery cauvan j^Wghbyet ft* 
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Plying » and over lands , with mutu 
Eafing their flight; ( fo fleers the j 
ljer annual voyage ) born on winds , 
Floats > as the/ pais , fann'd with mi- 
mes. 
#rom branch to branch the fmaller b 
Solac'd the woods , and fpread their 
Till ev'n ; nor then > the folenm nij 
Ceas'd warbling, but all night tun'c 
Others , on filver lakes , and rivers 
Their downy breaft ; the fwan , witt 
Between her white wings mantling i 
Her ftate with oary feet : yet oft th 
The dank , and riling on ftiff penn< 
The mid aercal sky. Others j on gr 
JjPalk'd firm ; the crefted cock , 

founds 
The filent hours ;.and th* othejr , wl 
Adorns him , color'd with the floric 
Of rain-bows, and Harry eyes. Th 
'With fish replenish* d , and the air i 
EvVing and morn folcmnii'd the F 
The Sixth , and of creation laft 
With ev'nir.g harps , and matin ; * 
Let th' earth bring forth fowl livini 
Cattcl, and creeping things, and be; 

Each in their kind ! The ear 

ftrait 
Op'ning her fertile womb , tecni'd 
Numerous living creatures, periS 
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Ximb'dand full grown. Out of the ground up-rofe* 
As- from his hire , the -wilH beaft , where he wons 
In fore ft wild, in thicket, brake or den:' 
'Among the trees in pairs they rofe, they walk'd ; 
The cattel in the -fields, and meadows green : 
Thofe rare , and folitary ; thefe in flocks 
Pafturing at once, and in broad herds up-fprung* 
The graffy clods now calv'd , now half appear* d 
The tawny, lion , pawing to get free 
His hinder parts ; then fprings as broke from bonds* 
And rampant shakes his brinded mane: the ounce V 
The libbard , and the tiger, ( as the mote 
Rifing) the crumbled earth above them threw 
In hillock* : the fwrft flag from under ground 
Bore up his branching head : fcarce from his mould 
Behemoth ( bi ggeft born of earth ) up-heav'd 
His vaftnef* : Heec'd the flocks , and bleating » 

rofe r 
As plants : ambiguous between fea and land , 
She river-horfe , and fcaly crocodile. 
At once came forth whatever creeps the ground,. 
Infeft , or worm : thofe wav'd their limber fans, 
For wings ; and (malleft lineaments ex aft 
In all the liveries deck'dof fummer's pride, 
"With fpots of gold , and purple , azure , and green r 
Thefe , as a line , their long dimension drew , 
Streaking the ground with finuous trace : not all 
Minimi of nature ; fome of ferpent-kihd , 
"Wondrous in length, and corpulence, involv'd 
Their fnaky folds, and added wings. Firft crept 

1 * 



TJc parfmonioiu ejnmet, provident 
Qf frttire ; in faaU.iqoin Urge hcaj$ iavVl0*dt 
{ Pattern of jnil eqqaHry p frfuB g. 
Jfentata, joined^ her poonlns.tnito. 
Of commonalty,,) Swa^aunjr. *c*l» appear** * 
Tbc female bee, that feed* Jfecr frp%t»j jw fnf .> 
I>eljcio«fly , end buiUU hei w*xca oeUt ^ 
JlTith honey ftorU JhtmBtmtpmted&t 
'And thou their natnsca Jt*?*'*; aftjjprifk tJaj|b 

Heedlefrjp ti^reoeajed»npr . nfrf aja i t 
Thcferpe^((Mh4clUaft^C*atJptW4y, 
Of hose extent ftnarrqnrt , waft hceeen eya*, 
Andhairyiane terrife , th?*^ S^*e« : 

l!^jrbccrdtfarif-cnnrTfcrg«3^iitttey jSeJkjmirnj 
Confummate lovely ftnUM; air, water, earth* 
By fowl , fish, beat}, wai flow* » wat awnan^.wit^ 

waUM . ' 
Frequent * aad of the Sixth Day y« renaUiMjf : 
There wanted yet the inafter-wofk * the cad I 
Of all yet done 5 a creature* who not prone ,^ 
And brute as other creative* , but^kidn'd > 
With fan&ity. of rtafon^ might erecV 
H*f itature , and upright with front festaa 
Govern the reft , fejLf-kaoving ; and tomthencn : 
Magnanimous ,.to correfpond with heaV'a : 
Bw, grawfoTtp wfcBowkdge whence hie gnod j 



. XdoltvVIXI Ja r a is B.\Iio.f r. ; x i f 2 
Be fee nd# ?■ t* iihef with&* art; , ausLvoice , aa<Ley e r> , 
a>Lre&cd,ia devotion , to adore 
And worship Go4 Supreme t Who made him chief 
Of all Hii works J therefore ih' Omnipotent 
Eternal Father {for where is not Hc- 
PrcicBtfr ) thus to Hit Son audibly fpake 

■ Let Us make now Man in Our image , Man 
In Our atratii node , and let them role 
O vm the £th , a nd tfcwrl \ of fe a r a n d a i r > . 
Bc^ft of the field , and over aM ihe earrh , 
Andev'ry creeping thing that creep* the r-^^J ! " 

Thii fakl ; He form'd thee » jifcwi , rhec O Man 1 
E till of the ground; and in thy noftrlls brcarh/d 
The breath of life : in His own image He 
«Gr*aiedtthte ; Ja the image of God * 
Exprefs < = and aheu;be4am , & a. Hying fouli- 
Male Ha oreaoed that / out chy oonfiwrr' 
Kmalll r t ft**ate?-t4ita'blet« i a mankind; and fail, 
Be fruitful , Jimkiply , end fill the earth ; . 
jtabdtte it, an3 throughout dominion hold- 
Over fish of the leas and fowl of th' air, 
And eviry living e&ing that move* en tb' oerdi * 
Where - ew*hus treated? for bo- plater 
Is yet diftirfft%jjanie. Tfeenee ( as thon k»WA) 
He brought thee? into this delicious grove. , 
This garden ; planted with tht trees of God ; 
Delegable , both to behold , and tafte t 
And freely alttheir pleafant fruit for rood - 
Gave thee ( alt rotts ace here that all th' Cftflfi 
yteJdsv^ ■ - . 



.2*4- &ifttfA4M*tt 9W9^MVaHf>\ 
Yaiibty ▼kfcowtjcndrl.) Bnti *£ilMMfiq*l 
Which tafted worke tac^dgto&ftodi,* 
Xbdttfltt^ttnKxrifcffeadaji tfcoicai'fctjM 
Death i* the pettalcjr import, s hefcac* li ? 
AndgoveriiweUiaipaniietite,l£$aeit .*. 
5urprife*tkee» tod her hbk jirteodant De 

Viev'd, andhc^i'»UvWe>**rtfU/,fc>o4 
So ev'n, ajfcdUbor*aec6mnliefcM the $*&£ 
Ycc nqt,f*eila-tl»s Creator jfnnv bisftmftfc; 
' Defi&mg , though oa-wetikfd >, Uf» retnifft 
Up to the heaY.'n.of hearta , His high, aha 
Thence to behold thi* new-created woeld, 
IV ftddttfcttftfiJtt*. en**** taft (it jktw? 
Ia profped frte&tsbj^* Airatft*^)* 
Anfwcrii^J^^tacif^acXdUBJrJkt*4e>2 
FolWd witke^cjajfetjo*.* awM**!** 
^fympjiomoiit of teAitfeptftak-taftf jfttaw 
Angelicharmontei ! the. earth; the air. i- *. 
Refoun4ed:i (th^are^emUf'ii, ft*th^h 
The heay'aj ,;*nd 41 the,«>n|tollationj ,M 
The pUnttf ift cbw .^MA^^iig^o^k 
While thc.^iiht Rorop f <9f »^ ^ilajVj . 
Open, ye eferjafting gateaj^y.JGasgi : , 
Open , j* ha.ey'n* IslFOWtUjWB -doqri ^Jfct 
The Qje*j Creator * from Hi* work return 
Magnificent >. Hit fix day* work »' * world-: 
Open . and henceforth o/t,$ ?Jj>r. God will d 
1|p:yifit . oft the dwelling* of #ift ; men « 
pejighted 5 and with fteoucni intejc/mt|5. 
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Yhither will fend His winged meflengers ,. 
On, errands of fupernal grace.: So fung 
The glorious train afcending. He through, he a v'n > 
That openM wide her blazing portals , led 
To God's eternal houfe dired the way : 
A broad ► and ample road , whofe duft is gold, 
And pavement ftars » as ftars to thee appear 
Seen ia the galaxy : ( that milky way 
Which nightly, as a. circling zone , thou- feeft ' 
Pouder/dwith ftars.) And now on eaith the Seventh 
Br'ning arofe in Eden ; for the fun 
Was fee , and twilight from the eaft came on » 
Fore-running n ; ght : when y at the holy mount 
Of heav'nVliigh-feaocd. cop , th* imperial throne.. 
Of Godhead , AVd for, ever firm , and. lure , 
The Filial Pow'r arrived , and far Hisn down 
With His Great Farhei : for* He alfo went: : r 
Invisible , yet ftaid ( fuch privilege 
Hath OmnipreOence) and, the work ordainM* 
Author, and end* of all things ; and from work 
Now refting, UefsVfcandhailoVd AeSeyBtbJDaJl 
As reding onithat'tfay. from, all Hi*. work: 
Bucnoe.in ftlence holy kept; thcJwp . 
Had wgdc, andrefted not ; tjto foUmapipe,. . : 
And dukijner., all organs of fweet ftep , ' 
AH founds oH fret by ftjing , or . golden wire i, . 
Temper'd foft tunings , intermii'd with Voico 
Choral , ,or uaifon : of incenfe clouds , . 
FumiqgrVom golden cenfera,, hid the mount : 
Creation , an/l.ihe Si* P«yt.a& , they fUnfc*. 



Great nl^f^.JrftiMVrkfitaie-. ; 
Thy {k>w*c rmfeac. tbo«^tna» niwtfnnilfct* .t»jn 



Kelai&Xhe* I {fonter «•*» iikHqr tetai». 
TJitafiromtbe giant* angels vTfcee that dtp. 
Tbyiifauflfa* magaityd % >4*t* P> cttm. 
I* greater* than ertaetf't* deArbjui ■ i*.= 
Wiio can impair Hie* ,- Mighty; I&kg 14 
Thy. eiapi«c 1 £s% the j»r*nl*ttei«pti ::!" v 
Qf/piri» tfoftatfi, aodilpcir fnnfrfa *ajpy r . 
Thou haft r^pcUM; ▼kite uppioafl* dh«f thoo^W; 
TluuMo^toni*h>ai|4rfo& 
The number pf thy ▼oraiupper* Wfcpfceks^ .1 
T^IcficiiTNp , afti»^ Wi P«ij^ Tari^tA i * .) 
To twmtf* wm T*r*ityk x ihhh*m.r? J .. » 
Thou «jb&, ^*<mihtaa*Ta*wNkM4m&o& 
\ntnHk 4>kkt+Xi*** vw& r wx^hi&&W 
Erom heaven-gate ; »ot 4fof1faMttii%vl||«>> > ' - 
Ott-the^ciear-fafalki^ the gMjM**?-* 
Of aqplfettle ata^ntiminenje ; vM §aM ~- 
NpautWr ««> «yfo AaV pedwg* >. w vA fr i ' 
Of <Jcfti^1iafeiAfi4nj4^r v 1rM^taK)^ft a - 
Their feafeaj V^Afa^tftfe tl* fetfrief pndft.y ; ^ 
Earth* fid* tier Acftl^rocfMcifotiiMbf^ £.-■'■ 
Their ftlea&at d*tiiiap»piactv iWky hi tt yy aw l . 
Andfxu of men, whop Gdu!<feath tkui adrancMl . 
Created in tii# knag* , Acre ft 4*4U V 
And worship 4im j ^aajfttJa re*ar*t* nde>- 
Oyet* Mkv vorip , oil c wd i r , in Teat., or nLt| -. 
AR4fl^fty«^of^s!^£Mt!,^ . 
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Holy* and juft : thrice happy,. if they, knpw^ 
Sfceir happjnefs , and perfevere. upright ! 
Sofung they ; and the. empyrean rung 
Vith Halleluiahs : that was Sabbath kept 
And thy requeft think now fulfiU'd ♦ that ask'd 
Howfirft thit world, and race of things* began,. 
And what, before thy memory, was done 
Prom the beginning.; thatnofteriry , 
Inferm'd by thee > might know- If eUe then feeV/eV 
k Qught j not furpaffing human, mcafure, jfay. . 

Jfe En&fiftUfmnth Book. 
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|The ARGUMENT. 

Adam , inquires concerning caiJeJlial 
is doubtfully *■ anfwer d , and exl 
fearch rather things more worthy t 
ledge. Adam ajfents : and fiilLdi 
detain Raphael , relates to him 
remembered fince his own creation; 
cing in Paradije*; his talk with C 
cerning folitude , afldju fociety ; 
meeting and nuptials with Eve : 
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J. HE Angel ended , and in Adam's ear 
So charming left his voice , that he a-while 
Thoughrhim ftill fpeakmg, ftill ftood fix'd to heart 
Then, as new wak'd, thus gratefully reply'd. 

What thanks fuificient , or what recompenfe 
Equal , have I to render thee , divine 
Hiftorian ! who thus largely haft allayed 
The thirft 1 had of knowledge, and vouchfef'4 .: 
This friendly condefcenlion to relate 
Things, elfe by me un-fearchable 5 now heard 
With wonder , but delight ; and , as is due t 
With glory attributed to the High 
Creator. Something yet of doubt remains , 
Which only thy folution can refolve. 

When I behold this goodly frame, this world, 
Ofheav'n, and earth confiding; and compute 
Their magnitudes ; this earth a fpot , a grain , 
An atom , with the firmament compared , 
And all her auniber'd &acs ; that feem to rowl 
Spaces incomprehensible , ( tor fuch 
Their diftance argues , and their fwift return 
Diurnal ) meerly to officiate light 
Round this opacous earth , this punctual fpot , 
One day , and night ; in all their vaft fumy 
Ufelefs befidet x- reafoning I oft admire , 
How nature, wife, and frugal, could commit 
Such dirproportions ; with fupcrfluous hand, 
S# many nobler bodies to create , 
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Greater fo manifold, to this Ofte'mfc; 
( Foi Might appears ) and oil: their «W impofe 
Suchreftlef*ifcToUtie*, day4*d*> 
Repeated i while the fedencaff afttttfc? 
(Tkatfhttter mighrwich £» tefredns}a& flM*) 
-Senr'd fey »or* tiobietfcan her fedf, attain* 
-Her end without leaft motion; aift/eeaaVti 
( As tribute , faca'a fomlefs joimicw4towiijke 
Of incorporeal fpeed ) het warmth , *0* tight fa. 
Spe«l!*odetmbe*wl»ofc^ . 

So fpake oiirrfi*e» afiidirjrhi^cotyie'Mtsce Jttafe 
Entering eta Audio* thoM^tr-ahrftrttfd : %hioi»£p» 
Perceiving* -where she fat retirfrtii' iigfte^ 
"With lowlinefs majefUc from her feat, 
And grace , that iron who faw to wish her ^ftays 
Rofe 5 and went foith among her fruit* , -asft 

sloVrs, 
To vifit how they profperM , hod, and hktan, 
Herniirfery : they at her coming fprnagt 
And touch'd hy her fair teodaftce gledtier grew* 
Yet went she not , at not with fitch dUcourfe 
Delighted , or not capable her ear 
Of what war high : foeh pleafure she teferVeV 
Adam relating, she fole audiereht :' 
H er fctfauid the relate r she ptefer'd 
Before the Angel ; "and o/ him' to ark 
Chofe rather : 4e*?he4the1r » *%oold intermit 
•Grateful digre&oas, -and fedre highnditpucB 
Vith con ju^al carefles : fires fail lip 
Not words alene-pUaa'd'ker. ( O I whcttacttatv/ 
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fc pairs, in lore, atd-inatiral^onor joki'df 
ick Goddefs-like demeanor forth she went; 
c un-attended ! far , on ber* at Queen* 
>omp . of winning Graces waited ftill j 
d from about ^her shot darts •£ defifc 
o-ill eye** to-wish htr ftill ia light, 
d Rapkdd now, to .Atom'* donbt»propos'&y 
levolent , and factl, that reply'd. 
Tortik , or fearch, I blame thee not ; fbrheavHi 
is the. hook of God before thee let*; 
tierein to re^fiiriroAd'roiu -verier, *nd4eim ' 
t feafons , hours, dr days , or months V orycam* 
is to attain , whether heav'n more, or earth, 
ports not, if thou reckon right : the reft, 
>m man, or Angel, the Great Architect 
1 wifely to conceal ; and not divulge 
t fecrets to he fcan'dby them, who ought 
ther admire. Or , if they lift to try 
nje&ure , He Hit fabric of the heav'ns 
th left to thtir dilutes , perhaps to more 
: laughter *t their onainc opinions wide 
reafter ; what they come to model heav'n; 
d calculate the ftaw > how thty will wield 
mighty frame ; bowbaaldc, tro-build, contrirt| 
fa** appearances ; bow gird the fphere 
th centric , and eccentric, ftribl'd o'er .* 
:le, mxlepicycfo* oibkcofb. 
eady by thy reafening this I gnefe? 
10 art to lead thy otf-fpring ; and fnppofeft » 
« iodiei <bs«ght , *nd, greater > ihould not fan* 
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The left not bright , nor hear** inch j ouroies ma* 

Earth-fitting ftill, when she atom rnc eW e i 

The besots. Confidar firft* than Grade, ■*: - 

Or Bright , infers «ec encllente : the earth ■• ' 

( though, acomparifoai of heav*n; lb ftnall, - 

Nor glittering , ) ntey of folid good-contain . 

More, pf amy than the fan, that borrvn shines; 

Whofe rirtue on it*felftwo*k»no deft, 

Bit in die fruitful earth : there firft receWd, 

His beans ( otta&iTe clfe ) jehtir vigor find*. : 

Yet i not » evtham thofe-britjfeJbBininaries 

Officions? but to Thee, earth's habitant* 

And fhr the heaT*ns vide wenitv let it (peak 

The Maker's high magnificence ; who built . 

So fpacMMS , and his line ftrench'd out fa fart 

That man may know he dwells not in hit «rn{ 

An edifice too Urge- for bun to fill , 

Lodg'd in a fin all partition : and the- reft 

Ordain'd for ufes to bis Lord beft known. 

The fwifrnefs of thofe circles attribute > 

( Though numberlefs ) to His Omnipotence ; 

That to corporeal fubfrances could add 

Speed atmoft fpiritaal. Me thou think'ft not flow* 

Who fince the morning-hour fet. out from hesVa i 

Where God refides ; and e'er mid-das' arrur'd 

In Eden : diftaoce inevpreflible . I 

By numbers that hare name ! But, this I urge « J 

Admitting motion in the heavens ; to shew 

Invalid » that which thee to doubt it m.or*d : 

Not that J fo affirm » though fo it feem 
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To thee who haft thy dwelling here on earth. 
God , to remove His ways from human fenfe , 
Plac'dheav'n from earth fo far, that earthly light,, 
If it pre fume , might err in things too high , 
And no advantage gain. What if the fun, 
Be centre to the world ; and other ftars* 
(By his attractive virtue, and their own » 
Incited ) dance about him various rounds } 
Their wand'ringcourfe now high , now low, thea? 

hid, 
Progreflive , retrograde , or ftanding (till , 
In fix thou feeft : and what if fev'nth to thcfe 
Thft planet Earth ( fo ftedfaft though she feem ) 
Infenfibly three different motions, move 3 
Which elfe to feveral fpheres thou muft afcribe»> 
Mov'd contrary with thwart obliquities ; 
Or fave che fun his labor , and that fwift 
Nocturnal ; aod diurnal rhomb fupposM, 
Invisible elfc above all ftars , the wheel' 
Of day , and night rwihch needs not thy belief r ] 
If earth', induftriout of her felf, fetch day 
Travelling eaft ; and with het part averfe 
From the fun's beam , meet night 5 her other part 
Still luminous by his ray. What ilf that light r 
( Sent from her through' the wide tranfpicuoui air)y 
Tho the terreftrial moon be as a ftar , 
Inlightning her.by day, as she bynigho: * 
This! earth } reciprocal , if land be there , ■ 
Fields r and inhabitants. Her fpota thou feed: 
Jii clouds., and clouds' may rain , and rain^rodws*^ 
" TamI*. "" * ^ 



a$4 P'A*mn«* to ST. Bock \ 
Fruity in fctr; foften'^ foiJ , fo* fome to 
Al^otiftd tlp» : and other Gmr ££&•$# . 

CpmmmufiitiAg maje> aftd&mte* ligfe 
'WJrich twagrott facet t*j ma$t .the, woiV 

For, fiich ^ig foosa i&$atujs un-pofEitftr 
By living foul, oVfet^oadjtc&btgt 
Qpiy tp fWncu yc? icari*jtoc©jitt$p^. 
Bach orb aglunpfe of. light , coaypy'dfo 
Dow^ ;o this Jii>itaJbd(e , vfcj4l MMfff . * 
Ligljt^clL^ojcbcm, it ptajeMJttiliftfl 
1^ igbffbcr th^tfcefc gifogs* (^,nM 
Whether the Am t< jwftdoaijgijg in fcwdp 

H*^ fiom^CfitfiWf^inif^ xooVoffili 
O* $fie , fro&vire£ fact Jkpt eoitrfejufei* 
Wi^JuiojBFciifee pac^ ( ttac.fpiiu*i*iitt 
0& jber foft «le • vfeilp the p»*$***'» , 
An^te ata ti^ec loft mhi^ tte ijopofli mt 
Sollicitmot thy tbougbw witbwaww.fc 
te thicm to GwUfeore; Hipi ferytM 
Ol Djfccr agttupt , m torn pfctlep kef * 

In^fcatfk^ive* tod**, tfc% jPajA#fr t 
Aqg jfy.fait.Ej* * featfn is fort*** tngtj 
ftjfi^vWjtfp t!*irti>»J0jtewi| 
tf^^nly.^atMttcciM. tlK««. «M'-4fJ 
&$a*)Mt of QthetModb , vfercKawn 
AttfejinxliM fine* GOflAiMMLA of defitc 
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Consented that* tuna &r hath been jreveal'd .'»-. 
Not of earth. only ■» but-jnf higheft heav'xu 

To. whomxhoa Adam<i dear'd of doubt » rcply'4^ 
How fully haftxhou Xatiaty'd me , pure. 
Intelligence of heaven > Angel ! ferene ! . 
And , freed Jrom-intricatiei , taught to lure*- 
Theeancftmayf swr with perplexing thought* ■ 
To interrupt the Arret of life ^ fcom which, > 
God hath bid dwell xaa-off alLasmiou* cares » , 
And not moleft ut; unlets we our (eWcs 
Seek, them with . wand'ring thoughts, andjiotiona* > 

▼aim. 
But , apt the mind ,' or fanny v is to-sore . 
Un-checkM r and of her roving is no end:t 
Till warn'd , or by experience taught , the lctntg ;..♦ 
That > not to know at large of things remote 
Frdm ufe, obfeure , and fubtik ; but* to know?* 
That which before- us lies in daily lire, ., 
1» the prisoewifdrimj what i* more, iesumc* * 
Or emptineis^4ttrAmd impertinence,; - 
And renders *us y iit jhinge that-moft contern $ . 
Un-pracoVd ; un-prepar'd* and ftUL to leek* . 
Therefore erem tuisJiigb patch let us defcendL • , 
A lower $ghc* and rpcakof things at hand * 
Ufefuly whence hafcty mention, may anib. ..■ 
OCfomeahlnginot mUeafonabU to ask & ■ 
By induce l^andxkjp wonted sarar daifcn'd^ \. 

Ttost l have keaMtelacing what was don* : 
E'ermyrenwmbealaflOJt now^vheasmerelater • 



*3* P*RADi*% losfeKoittV 
And day is yet not fjierit. : "till then the*. 
How fubtly to detain thee I.deyifc ; 
l*viting the* to hear * while I relateu • ; - 
Fond I were it not in hope of shy reply* . 
For , while 1 fitwithithccV I fesmfofcmfi 
Andfweeter thy difcoadbisim'snp<e*fr!>*.: 
Than: fruits df -pakn^cror (tpkaaastt&ie % 
And hunger 4>oth| from labor J- '4c jfe iaac 
Of fwcet repaft: theyJatiare*aJa4*ocm£l 
Tho* pleafant * but- thy words , with: grace 
lmbu'd , bring to their, fweernels nofatiefi 
To whom thus Raphael anfwerM heav'nt 
Nor are thy dip* «ograce&ft£ fire. of saea* 
' Nor tongue in-eloquent « rba God en<b&; 
Abundantly His" gifts iiatfc alfo?e*rid * L : 
Inward* 'and outwanf- boqs» His "saaasjecfsn 
Speaking, or mute, allconflhie&fr ari&gn 
Attends thee ; and , each word»»sdb Motion 
Nor Ufs think we in heart* of aacfe on .eaje 
Than of our fellow- ferrasa }<a«Mnn<pifefi 
Gladly into . tfceftways ofrGnslifwiiJi asm ti 
For, Gad we fee h^thhorvdr'Aahtevian/tft 
On man thx equal io^eV ^yitewfcmjoto j 
For, I that day was aJbfenfe^^sttfbefdii .;;* 
Bound on a Voyage unconthr aildf o*bfcs)Kf' 
Far on excurfion toward tthegancsjorihaUd 
Squar'dSh fiill legion v 'v( fodr aotmna»4 5Nr 
To fee that none thence jfft£&,fmk4 aVjtii 
Or enemy , while God waaJn HwriwPikSr:: 
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Bcftrudion with creation might have mix'd. 
Not that they durft without His leave attempt J 
But , us He fends upon His high behefts 
For ftate , as Sov'reign King ; and to inure 
Our prompt obedience. Faft we found ,. fall shut 
The difmal gates, and barricado'd ftrong ! 
But , long e'er our approaching , heard within 
Noife , other than the found of dance , or fong 1 
Torment, and loud lament, and furious rage. 
Glad we return'd up to the coafts of light 
E'er fabbath-e v'ning : fo we had in . charge. . 
But, thy relation now ! for 1 attends - 
Pleas'd. with thy. words , no lefs than thou witfcr. 
. mine. 
So rpake the God-like BowY, and thus our fire. 
For man to tell hpw human. life began 
Is bard ; for , who himfelf beginning knew r 

«fire with thee rHll* longer ^oiconverfe 
luc'4 "»e . . ... • » As ,new< wakRiraai fotrtdefri 
t '** deep y -j ; .•■ ■ ■../ v./.ri i r . .1 

Soft on thaslow^hcrb.l^mmwint laid, .. 
Jatarniy sweats which with bis fctfins'the fua 
Soon dry'd , and on the reaking moifture red. 
Strait towfctd heaV?n,3By wond'ring eyes I tum'd*.' 
And ga*?di* whilst tbe ample aky ; 'tfilLrais'd.: r 
By quicjfe ihA>n<awt Batoti^n, tinfcl Spring* . ' I 
As thithqrwird tale* wutrfng. cms upright ; . ,;-, .-. 
& oo&bjt Jnyji«Bti , 'AbOnt m* fojmd If** .■ - ' 
Hill, dale I *1tt.cdtody: JrWda , unfunny »pk*insv. 
^Ad liquid la^^^nptm^ftroinil ; b^thefe*. 



OcAturet tint iiv!dy,aad «**&* 

Bkdfcoa th* k*»def *tffcliftff^M 
Wish fragrance; imi&n&k jay% 
.:. BovTfc* - 

My fdf IitkiB^^uuHWi. 
SurveyM, aiUitmcinnerwept, mi 
Wkfe. fiipfis joint** at-lmlyatiM 
Bur* w^I*a»*or*4»eie»eY;fipa 
Knew not : ttxfpeak I try tt , ^sdi 
My tonpMi»teoya**qttid fea4fy*ce 

JW*k*ii^*tfd.iMk^fi 
Ychilkt and daitf * ye river**** 
Aaty* jteit*W^«^*i4M» a 
Tc*L( if yeta}fe>* o»«* * Am 
Not of my 6ft v* • «iBy4MeOm 
Ittgoedocfc£jmd.*n-¥ow?»^ pea* 
T*U^,fea^an*^k»wiHife r * 
Ffom.Whom I have that thn» I mc 
And fed-fc* i wn-featt>kf tkaa J 
^nil* *«• InJtaW KfaMnjtf* 

tfcar, .,.• ■■,.*. 

Ffcta^theie I firftdH*ak,*nd>flr 
Thj* hepp y; light j v/fcen anflremcn 
O**- grecftja\a4yib*nfe* pttrfMox 
Fenfee I : &£*** a>*a.&Th*i**^ii 
ISfcft fbun**Je«, aftd *i*fc fefe^pp* 
My. d»ouicd ftftfe ^utttreabM ,?( to 
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Infenfibie-* and forthwith to diflbkc ) 

When fuddenly flood at my head a drcim f 

Who ft hi* zed apparition gently moVd 

My fancy a to believe. Lyet had Being , 

Ajid Ji v'd. One came , mcthought * of shape divine , 

And fa id , «* Thy manlion vanti thee , Adam, rife 

■ Fir ft man i of men in- numerable ord&in'd 

m Firft father ! called by thee, I come thy guide 

» To the garden of aim , thy feat prep ax d. it . 

So faying » by the haiid-hetookme raia'd; 

And over field* > and ▼iters , at in sir • 

Smooth-Aiding without ftep , . laft.led me up , 

A woody mountain ; whofe high, top was pUn t - 

A circuit wide-inclotfd > with, goodlieft trees 

Planted , with welfcf , and bow'it,* that what I (kpx~ 

Of earth before- fcarce pleafent/ceni'd. Each tret . 

Loaden with rakeA fruit » that hung to th' eyn . 

Tempting* ftirM in me fudden appetite^ 

To pluck , and cati whereat,! wak'd» andlound 

Before mine eyes all real 9 at die dream , 

tied lively shadow^ Here had new hegun , ; 

My wand'ring , had not He • who. was my gui4l - 

Jp. hither 9 from among, the treet appear'd » 

Prefence Purine J Rejoicing ». hut with .aw* f ., 

In adoration at Hit aeet 1 s>U 

tahnufs : He rear'dme, and* m Whoa thenfbitf** 

ht'ftjani,, 
ittf «il%»* Author «* attthW tJioafefrh: 
1 Above , of rounds about thee » or beneath. ^ 
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« To till v and keep , and of the fruit to eat : 
«* Of every tree that in the garden grows 
« Eat freely with glad heart; fear here no dearth i 

* But , of the Tree whofe operation brings 

« Knowledge of Good and 111, which 1 have fet 
cc The pledge of thy obedience, and thy faith, 
« Amid the garden by the Tree of Life ,- 
cc ("Remember what I warn thee ! ) shun to tafte » 
c< And shun the bitter cenfequence : for know, 

* The day thou eat'ft thereof , my fole command" 

* Tranfgreft , inevitably thou shalt dye ; 

•« From that day mortal : and- this happy- ftate 
o Shalt lofe-, expcll'd from hence into * world' 
c» Of woe , and forrow. »».... Sternly he pronounc'd^ 
The rigid interdiction , vhkh re founds 
Yet dreadful in mine ear, though in my choice 
Not to incur : but , foon His clear afpe& 
Returned, and gracious 'purpofe thus renewed. 
« J^ot only the fe fair bounds , but all the earth 
cc To thee , and to thy race , I give : as lords 
c« Pofl'efs it , and all things that therein live , 
« Or live in Tea-* or air , beaft, fish, and -fowl : 
ft In figrv whereof, each bird', and beaft, behold 
cc Arte? their kinds : 1 bring them to receive 
c« From thee their names, afld pay thee fealty-' 
«->fith low fubjeaiou i underftand the) fame- 
c. Of fish within their wat'ry re fi deuce $ • > • 
<c Not hither fummon'dS fince they cannot changl 
» Their element , to draw the thinner air. • 
As thusJfe fpake, each bird , and beaft, behold. 

Afcgroacbinf 
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Approaching two and two ; thcfe , cow'ring loir 
With blandishment ; each bird ftoopMonhis wingw 
■I nam'd them, as they pars'd , and undetftood 
Their nature ( with fuch knowledge God i nditW 
My Sudden apprehension ! ) But » in. thcfe 
I found not what me-thought 1 wanted ftili $ 
And to the heav'nly Vifion thustprefum'd. 

O , by what name ( lor Thou above all thefe* 
Aboifc mankind , or ought than mankind higher., 
Surpafleft far my naming ! ) <how may I 
Adore Thee , Autor of this univerfe > 
And all this good to man ? For whofe well-being 
So amply , *ffd with hands fo liberal , 
Thou haft provided all things. But with me 
I fee not who partakes : in folitude 
Whtft happiners , who can enjoy alone * 
Or, all enjoying^ what contentment. rind ? 

Thus I prefumptuous 5 and the V ifion. bright v 
At with a (mile more brighten'd-, thus reply'd. 

What calTft thou folic ude i h not the earth 
With various living creatures , and the air , 
Replenished, andallthefe at thy command 
To come , and play before thee * know*ft thou not 
Their language , and their ways ? They alfo. know y. 
And reafon not contemptibly : with thcfe 
Find paftime, and bear rule 5 thy realm is large* 

So fpake the Univerfal Lord , aud jeexn'd 
So ord'ring': I, with leave of ffceeth implorM , 
And humble deprecation, thai reply 9 !. 

J*t not my *of4t ©tad Thee, heav'nly Pow'r % 



ftfft pAKADIfH LaST.Bool 
My Maker, be propitious while I fp 
H*ft Thou mac made, me here Thy fal 
And there tioJkiiot tar beneath mt k 
Amoat# naemolt what -ftxatty „ 
Can fort *> whafc.hannetoy » *t trad del 
Which matt be wauli in propottioi 
Giv'n, and receiv\i ; bat, m 4i$arii 
( The one intenfe, the other till rem 
Cannot i well Qui with* either* bat lb 
Tedions alike; Of AeUevthip I fpeak 
(Such at I feek^ );-& to participate 
AUraaooal delight r*htrttn the b* 
Cannot be human cobfibrt 3 they rep 
Each with their kind » lion with lioj 
So fitly rhem in pair* Thou haft com! 
Much left cajrtiisd^rkh J>eeft , or fial 
So weUcetwerfcvtowwitbtbe ox £ 
Worfe , then , "can nun with bead* an 
Whereto th' Almighty anfwer'd, q 
A nice, and fubtile happtneft y ifo 
Thou to thy felf propefeft, in the ch 
Of thy afTociates > Adam ! and wilt t 
No pleafure ( though in pleafore ) foi 
What think*rV thon then of Me * and t 
Seam I to thee feffiriendy poiTeft 
Of happineft • or not * who am alone 
From all eternity \ fbrnooe I know; 
Second 'to Me , or like? equal much 
How have I rhert with- whom- to hold. 
Save with the. f ceatw e*whicb 1 lied* 
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To Me inferior , infinite defcent* 
Beneath what other creatures are to thee! 
He ceas'd ; I lowly anfwer'd. To attain 
The height , and depth of Thy eternal ways V 
All Human thoughts come short * Supreme ©jf 

* things ! 

Thou in Thy f elf arc perfecs , and in The* 

2s no de Science found. Not fo is Man » 

But in degree ; the caufe of his deiire 

By conversation with his like to help ; 

Or folace his defeds. No need that Thou 

Shouldft propagate , already Infinite ; • 

And through all numbers absolute , though One, 

But > man by number is to manifcft 

£iis Jingle imperfection ; and beget 

* Z-ike of his like, his image multiply'df 
la unity defective 5 which requires 
Collateral love , and deareft amity. 
1"hou in Thy fecrefy although alone , 
Beft with Thy felfaccompany'd, feek*ft,not 

f .Social communication : yet , fo pleas'd 9 
Canft raife Thy creature, to what height Thou wilt 
Of uniorrrw communion » Deify'd : 
I by converting cannot thefe erect 
fcom prone 5 nor in their ways complacence find*. 

Thus I imbolden'd fpake, and freedom us'd 
.^ermiflive , and acceptance found ; which gainM 
Whh anfwer from the gracious Voice Divine* ■ 
. Thus far to try thee , Adam ! I was pleas'd { 
k ^4 find ffccc knowing , no; of beads alone > 
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( Which thou haft rightly nam'd) but,' of thy 

felf: 
Exprefling veil the fpirit within thee free , 
My image , not imparted to the brute : 
Whofe fellowship therefore mi-meet for thee i 
Good reafon was thou freely shouldft diflike y 
And be ft> minded ftill. I, e'er thou fpak'ft, 
Knew it not good for man to be alone : 
And no fuch company as then thou faw*ft 
Intended thee : for tryal only brought , 
To fee how thou couldft judge of fit , and meet; 
What next' I bring shall pleafe thee , be aflfur'd. 
Thy likenefs , thy fit help , thy other felf, 
Thy wish , exaftly to thy heart's defire. 

He ended , or I heard no more 5 for now 
My earthly "by His heav'nly over-power'd 
Whith it had long ftood under , ftrain'd to ttV 

height 
In that csleftial colloquy fublime , 
( As with an objeft that excels the fenfe , 
Darled , and fpent ) funk down ; and fought repair 
Of fleep , which inftantly fell on me , calTd 
By nature as in aid , and clos'd mine eyes. 
Mine eyes He clos'd , but open left the cell 
Of fancy , my intern al fight ; by which 
( Abftrac* as in a tranfe ) methought I faw, j 
Though fleepmg, where I lay, and faw the shape ' 
Still glorious before Whom awake 1 ftood : 
Who (looping open'd my left fide , and took 
From thence a rib , with cordial fpirit* warm, 
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And life-blood ftreamrng fresh ; wide war the 

wound ! ... 

But , fuddeniy with flesh fill'd up , and heaVd. 
The itb He form'd , and fashion'd with His hands*: 
.Under His forming hands a creature grew 
«Man-like , but different fex : To loyely fair ! 
That what feem'd fair in all the world % feem v d 

now 
-Mean, or in her fumm'd up , in her cdntatti'd,' 1 
And in her looks j which from that time infus'd 
Sweetncfs into my heart, un-felt before: 
And into all things from her air infpir'd 
The fpirit of.love, and amorous delight. 
She dif-appear'd , and left, me dark i. 1 wak'd 
To find her, or for ever to deplore 
Her-ief? , and other pleafures all abjure. 
When outOf hope , behold her I not far off y 
Such as \ faw herin my dream, adorn'd 
With what all earth or heaven .could bellow , 
- To make Jier amiable: on she came, 
ht& by her heav'nly Maker ( though un-feen y 
Add guided by His voice ; nor un- inform 'A 
Of nuptial fanctity , and marriage rites :■ 
Grace was in all her iteps , heav'n in her eye; 
In eyery gefture dignity , and love ! 
I overjoy'd could not forbear aloud. 

This turn hath made amends » Thou haft fulfilled 
Thy words , Creator bounteous , and benign 1 
Civer of all things fair! but faireft thit 
Of ali.thy gifts ! nor envieft. I npw fee 
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Bone of my bone, flesh of my flesh , my felf 
Before me : woman is her name ; of man 
Extra&ed : for this caufe he shall forego 
Father , and mother , and t* his wife adhere % 
And they shall be one flesh , one heart , one fouL' 

She heard me thus ; and tho* divinely brought, 
,Yet innocence, and virgin modefry , 
Her virtue , and the confcience of her worth , 
That would-be wbo'd , and not un-fought be vonj 
Not obvious , not obtrufive , but retired. 
The more defirable, or, to fay all* 
Nature her felf (though pure of finful thought J 
iWrought in her fo , that feeing me , she turn'dj 
I follow'd her ; she what was honor knew> 
And , with obfequious majefty , approved 
My pleaded reafon .... To the nuptial bowV 
I led her , blushing like the morn : all heav*»» 
And happy conftellations , on that hour. 
Shed their fele&eft influence : the earth 
<?ave fign of gratulation , and each hill : 
Joyous the birds ; fresh gales , and gentle airtf 
Whifper'd it to the woods, and from their wingl 
Flimg rofe , flung odors from the fpicy shrub 
Difporting I 'till the amorous bird of night 
Sung fpoufal , and bid hafte the ev'ning flar ,' 
On his hill- top to light the bridal lamp. 

Thus I have told thee all my irate , and brought 
My ftory to the fum of earthly blifs, 
Which 1 enjoy : and muft confefs to find 
2n all things elfe delight indeed 5 but > fuck 



Book Vin. P AUX D t $ t fcoir. 147 

'At , us'd or not , works in the mind no change ;•. 

Nor vehement defire 9 thefe delicacies 

1 mean of ttfte , fight , fmell > herbs , irnits , and 

floVri, 
Walks r and the melody 'of birds : hat , here 
Tar orherwife t tranfported 1 behold, < . . 
Transported touch : here paflionfirilitclt* . 
Commotion ftrange ! in all enjoyments rife 
Superior , and un-mov'd : here only weak , 
Againft the charm of beauty'* pow'rful glance* 
Or nature fail'd in me, and left fome part 
Not proof enough fuch object to fuftain : 
^ Or from my fide fubdu&ing , took perhaps 
More than enough : at lcaft , on her beftoV4 ' 
Too much of ornament ; in outward shew » : 
Elaborate ; of inward » lef* exact. 
For , well I underftand in the prime end 
Of nature , her th' inferior ; in the mind i 
And inward faculties 5 which rooft excel : 
• In outward alfo her refembling left 
Hk image who made both ; and lefs expreffing { 
The chara&er of that dominion ghr'n 
O'er other creaturet . Yet , when I approach 
Her lovelinefs , fo abfolute she feexnt, 
And in herfelf complete , fo well to know 
Her own ; that what she wills to do , or fay # 
Seems wifefl , vktuofeft , difcreeteft , beft t 
AU higher knowledge in her prefence sails « 
Degraded 5 wifdom in difcourfe with her 
JLofes difconnt'nanc'd , and Uka-foUy shews s 
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Authority * and rcafon , on her wait , 
As one intenriedfirft , not after made « 
Occasionally : an4 ( to confummaie all ) 
Greatnefs of mind, and noblenefs , theitfeat; 
Buildun hex lovelieft , and create an awe 
About her, at a.gnard angelic pl*e*4» . 

To /whom the Angel with contracted brow.. * 
Accufe not natace v she hath done her part ; 
Do thou hut thine : and not diffident 
Ofwifdom : shedeferts thee not, if thou* 
Difmifs not her, when moft thou need'ft her nigh ( 
' By attributing o vet-much to things 
Lets excellent , as thou thy felf perceiv-'ft. 
For *_ what admir'ft thou , what tc anfpofts thee fo ? 
An outfide 2 fair no doubt , and worthy well 
Thy cherishing , thy honoring > and thy love $. 
Not thy fubje&ion. Weigh with her tby felf 5 
Then value : oft-times nothing profits more 
Then felf-efteem ; grounded on juft , and right; 
Well manag'd : of that skill the more thou know'A» 
The more she will acknowledge thee her head, 
And to realities yield- all her shews : • 
Made fo adorn for thy delight the more ;- 
So awful /that with honor thou may'ftlove 
Thy mate ; who fees, when thou art fecn leaft wife> 
But if the fenfe of Touch, whereby mankind 
Is propagated, feera fiich dear delight 
Beyond, all other. ; think she fame vouchfaf 'd 
To cattel , and each beaft ; which would not he 
To them made common. , and dWulg'd , if ought . 
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'Therein enjoy'd were worthy to fubdue 
The foul of man , or gaflion in him move*. 
What higher in her fociety tKou find'ft 
Attra&ive , human , rational , love ftill : 
la loving thou do ft. well, in paflion not ; 
Wherein true love confifts not. Lo.ve refines 
The thoughts, and heart enlarge*; hath his feat 
In reafon , and is judicious ; is the fcale 
By which to heav'nly love thou.may'ff afcend y . 
Not funk in carnal pleafure : for which caufe , 
Among the be ails no mate for thee was found. 

To whom thus , half abashM., Adam replyM*. ' 
Neither her out-fide form'd.fo fair, nor oughs 
In procreation common to all Kinds , 
( Though higher of the genial bed by far , 
And with myfterious reverence I deem) 
So much delights me v as thofe graceful a$s > 
Thofe thoufand decencies that daily flow 
From all her words , and a&ions , mix'd with love,; 
And fwect compliance » which declare un-feign'd; 
' Union of mind , or in us both one fout j. 
Harmony to behold in. wedded pair ! 
More grateful than harmonious found to th'ear. 
Vet thefe fubje& npt : I to thee difclofe 
What inward thence I^eel , not therefore foil'd :. 
Who meet with various objs&s from. the feofe 
Varipufly representing ; yet , ftiU free 
Approve the beft, and follow what I approve. 
To love , thou blam'ft me not ; for low > thou fayft, 
J^eads up tp Heay'a 5 is both the way , and guide';. 
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Bear with me then, if lawful what I ask: 
Love not the heav'nly fpirits ) And how their lore 
Exprefs they * by looks only f Or , do they mix 
Irradiance ? Virtual , or immediate , touch ) 

To whom the Angel > (with a Cmile that glow'd 
Cceleftial rofy-red ,. love's proper hue ) 
Anfver'd. Let it fuffice thee that thou know'ft 
Us happy , and without love no happinefs. 
Whatever pure thou in the body enjoy'ft, 
( And pure thou wert created) we enjoy 
In eminence : and obftacle find none 
Of membrane , joint , or limb , exclusive bars : 
Eafier than air with air , if f pints embrace , 
Total they mir ; union of pure with pure 
Bcfiring : nor reftrain'd conveyance need , 
As flesh to mix with flesh , or foul with foul. 
But , I can now no more : the parting fun 
Beyond the earth's green Cape % and verdant ifles ; 
Hefperean fets , my iignal to depart. 
Be ftrong , live happy , and love ! But , firft of all, 
Him, Whom to love is to obey , and keep 
His great command : take heed left paftion fway 
Thy judgment to do ought , which elfe free will 
Would not admit : thine , and of ail thy fons , 
The weal, or woe, in thee is plac'd; beware I 
1 in thy perfevering shall rejoice^ 
And all the Bleft. Stand faft ! to (land , or fall , 
Free in thine own atbitrement it lies : 
Perfect within , no outward aid require ; 
And all temptation to tranfgrefs repel* 
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So faying ♦ fee arofe : whom Adam thua 
Followed with beiedi&ion. Since to part I 
Go heaVnly gueft , ethereal meflenger , 
Sent from NPhofe for'reign goodnefs 1 adore t 
Gentle to me , and affable > hath been 
l"hy condcfccnfion , und shall be honor'd ever 
With grateful memory : thou to mankind 
Bo good , and friendly ftili , and oft return l- 

So parted they ; the Angel up to heav'n 
From the thick shade, and Adam to his bo-»% : 



The end of the eighth Booh 
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ThcARGUMENT. 

Satan having, compafs'dtkc earth > with medt- 
tatedguu^remrns ,as a mijL, by night into 
Paraaife , mi enters. ima,the ferpent Jlee- 
ping.' Adam and Eve- in the morning to 
forth to their labors , which Eve propojes 
to divide in fever al places , each laboring 
apart : Adam confents not , alledging the 
danger » left that enemy ,. of whom they were- 
forewarn d, should attempt her found alone: 
Eve (lot h to hi thought not circumfpeSt , 
or firm enough ) urges her going apart , the 
vather dejirous to make tryal ofherjlrength ; 

k Adam at lajiyields : the ferpent fiia: 
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alone ; his fubtile approach , firjl gating 9 
then fpeaking , with much flattery extolling 
Eve above ait other Creatures, live wona- 
ring to hear the Serpent Jpeak , asks how 
he attain d to human fpeech, and J tick under 
Jtanding, not till now; theferpent anfwers % 
that by tatting of a certain tree in the gar- 
den he attain d both to Jpeech and reafon , 
'till then void of both : Eve requires him to 
bring her to that tree , and finds it to be the 
Tree of Knowledge forbidden : the ferpent , 
now grown bolder, with many wiles, and 
arguments , induces her at length to eat .• 
she, pleas' d with the tafte , deliberates awhi- 
le whether to impart thereof to Adam , or 
not : at laft brings him of the fruit , relates 
what per fuaded her to eat thereof: Adam, 
m firjl amafdf but perce wing her loft , re- 
folves ( thraugh vehemence ofiove) tl perish 
• with her ; and , extenuating the trefpafs , 
eats aljb of the fruit : the effaces thereof in 
them both : they feek to cover their naked- 
nefs : then fall to variance , ad accufidon Of 
vneanotheK 



«*jf 
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Otaeteof talk where God, or Aag*t-g«ef 
t Vbk man, at with hit ficiad » tnmitiar ot'd 
la utindalgeat> tad with him paataa*, 
JUtraTrepeft; permitting him the while 
Venial dUcoarle im-blamM. I oow audi cfcfBgo " 
Thofe notes to tragic ! Fooldiftinft, and bread* 
Difloyal on the pert of nun ; revolt » 
And- difobedieoce : oa the part of hearfa 
( Now alienated! ) diftance , and diftaAe , 
Anger, and jfcft reaake, and judgment giv'a , 
Thatbrotfghfi into this world a world of woe; 
Sin, and her shadow Death , and Mifery 
Dteath's harbinger. Sad task 4 yet argamenc . 
Not left 1 , bat more heroic than the wrath . 
Of ftem Achillts on his foe v purfu'd 
Thrice- fugitive about Truy wall : or rage 
Of Turnus , for L&vinia dif-efpoiwM : 
Or Neptune** ire , or Juno's , that fo long 
Ferplex'd tbe Greek , and Cytherea't Com 
If -anrVerable ftyle 1 can obtain 
Ot~my cceleftial patronefc , who deigns 
Her nightly visitation un-implorM , . 
And dictates to me flumb'ring $ or mfpires 
Eafy my u a- premeditated verfe : 
Since firft this fubje&1$^a$fc Song 
Pleas'd me , long chuling , and beginning late j 
Not fedulous by nature to indite 
iWari, hitherto the only argument 
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Heroic deem'd; chief maft'ry to diffed 
With long , and tedious havoc fabled knightf 
In battels feign' d : (the better fortitude 
Of patience, and Heroic Martyrdom , 
Vo-fung ) or , to describe races , and games ,' 
Or tilting furniture , emblaion'd shields , 
Imprefles quaint , caparifons, and ftceds ; 
Bafes, and tinfel trappings, gorgious knights 
At jouft, andtornament; then, marshali'd feaft j 
Serv'd up in hall with fevers , and feneihals : 
The skill of artifice * or office , mean 1 
Not that which Juftly gives Heroic name 
To perfon , or to poem. Me ( of thefe 
Nor skilTd, nor ftudious ) higher argument 
Remains ; fufficient of itfelf to raife 
That name , unlefs an age too late , or cold 
Climate , or years , damp my intended wing 
Deprefs'd : and much they may , if all be mine i 
Not tier's , who brings it nightly to my ear. 
The fun-was funk , and after him the ftar 
Of Hefrtrus , whofe office is to bring 
Twilight upon the earth ( short arbiter 
fTwixt day, and night*) and now, from end 'to t 

end,: t .... . 
Night's hemifpbere had veil'd th' horiton round ; 
When Sana , who late fled before the threats 
.Of Gabriel out of Ede(i » now improy'd 
In meditated fraud , and malice , bene 
On man's deftru&ion * maugre what might hap. 
Of heATiojc ga tuflifclf^ &d*6 fctuxa'd* '. 
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By night he fled , and at mid-night rerurn'd 
From comparting the earth ; cautious of day »' 
Since Uriel, regent of The fun, deftryM 
His entrance , and forewarn'd the Cherubim , 
That keep their watch : thence full of anguish . 

driven , 
The fpace of fev'n contrnuM nights lie rode 
With dar-knefs ; thrice the equinoctial line. 
He circled 5 four times crofsM the car of night 
From pole to pole , traversing each tolure : 
On th* eighth xeturn'd 3 and , on the coaft averfe 
From entrance , or Cherubic witch , by ftealth 
■Found un-fufpe&ed way. There was a place , 
-Now not , ( tho' fin, not time , firft wrought thf 

change ) 
Where Tigris , at the foot of Para&ife , 
Into a gulph shot under-ground , 'till part 
Roft up a fountain by the Tree of Life. 
In with the river funk , and with it rofe 
Satan , mvolv'd in rifing raift 5 then fought 
Where to lie hid : fea lie had fearth'd , and land. 
From Eden over Ptmtus, and the pool 
Ma*otis> up beyond the river Ob: • 
Downward as far antartic : and in length J : '' ' 
Weft from Orontes , to the ocean barr'd ' 
At Dctritn : thencer, to the land where flows 
Ganges , and fndus'J Thus die orb he roam'd 
With narrow fearch 5 and with infpe&ion deep 
Confider'd evi ry creature , which of all 
Moft opportune might fenrc his wile* 5 imd fbnnd 

1* 
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The ferpent fubt'left bead of all the field.' 
Him after long debate ( irrefoiute 
Of thoughts revolv'd ) his final, fentence chofe 
Fit veffel, fitted imp. of fraud, in whom. 
To enter , and.his dark fuggeftions hide 
From sharped fight : for, in the wily fnake 
Whatever Heights , none would, fufpicious mark ,< 
Asfromhiswit, and native fubtilty. 
Proceeding 5 which in other heads obferv'd 
Doubt might beget of diabolic pow'r , 
A&ive within, beyond the fenfe of brute. 
Thus he refolv'<L, but fiid.from inward grief 
His burding paflion into plaints thus pour'd.. 

O earth , how like to heav'n ! if not prefer'd : 
Moft-judly , feat worthier, of gods , as built 
With fecond.thoughts , .reforming what was old ! J 
Fot j whatiGodarter. better,, worfe would build J. 
Terreftrial heav!n ! dane'd round by other heav'ns 
That shine , yet- bear their bright officious lamps 9 
Light above light* for thee qjone ,. as feems , 
In dhee concentring all their" previous beams • 
Q£ facredjnfluence !.as God. in. heav'n 
Is centre , yet- extends to all; .fo thou 
Centring * receiv'd .from all; j&pfe orbs : ii> thee ,-, 
Not inihemfelvej ,.alljeheir jenewn virtue appeati * 
Productive in herb > plant >. and nobfer birth. 
Of cceatores .anima \t wkk gradual, life *. ; 
Of growth , fenfe, reafon K all fuinm^d up in Man.! - 
With what delight could I have walkM thee rouni 
If 1 couWjoy in ought ; iwett interchange . 

Tome L * ■ ' ' ' " " NL 
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Qfhill, and valley, rivers ,' woods , and plains! 

Not land, now Tea, and shores with fbreft crown'd 

Rocks , dens , and caves ! But, I in none of theft 

Find place, or refuge : and tht more I fee 

Pleafures about me fo much more I feel 

Torment within me, as from the hateful fiege 

Of contraries : all good to me becomes 

Bane 5 and in heav'n much worfe would he my ftate. 

But neither, here fcek I , no nor in heav'n 

To dwell, unlefs by ma(f ring heav'nVSupreme : 

Nor hope to be my felf lefs miferable 

By what I feek , but others to make fuch 

As I, though thereby worfe to me redounds 

For only indefrroying I findeaje 

TQxny relentlefs thoughts : and him deftroy*dy 

Or won to what may work his utter lofs , . 

For whom, all this was made 5 all this will foon 

Follow. , as to him link'd in weal or woe : 

In woe then ! thai deftru&ion wide may range. 

To roe shall be the glory fole among 

Th' infernal Pow'rs , in one day to have marrM 

What Me Almighty ftyl'd, fix nights , and day J, 

Continu'd making : and , who knows how long 

Before had been contriving ? though perhaps 

Not longer than fince 1 , in one night , freed. 

From fefvitude inglorious well nigh half 

Th' angelic name, and thinner left the throng 

Of his adorers* He, to be avengM, 

And to repair His numbers thus impair'd y- 

Whethcr fuch virtue fpent of oldnow failM 
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More Angels to create , ( if they it leaifc 
Are His created ) or, to Ipite us mote > 
Determined to advance into our room 
A creature fbrm'd of earth , and him endow 9 
( txaited from Co bafe original ! ) 

' [With heav'rtly fpoiis 5 our fpoiis. WhakHe de- 
creed, 
He effefted $ Man he made , and for hkn built 
Magnificent this world , and earth his feat * 
Him lord pronoune'd $ and , O indignity I 
Subje&ed to his fervice angel-wings >, 
And flaming mmifters, to watch, and tend 
The ir earthy charge. Qf thefe the vigilance 
I dread ; and to fckde , thus wcap'd in mift 
Of midnight Vapor glide obfeuse* and pry 
In every bush , and brake,, where hap may £mL 

• The ferment fleeping; in whoib ma&y folds 
To hideme , aa&tfce dark iottnt; I bring* 
O fouldefctHt ! that 1 , wteerft contended 

- With Gods «#-"fif the hJgheft * em bow eenftaJaM 
Into a beaft ; and, mix with beftial flbne, 
This efftaee t* iAcarftate, and im-brate ;-> 
That to the height of Deity- afpirM 1 

» But, what will not ambition ,. and revenge , 
Defcendto^ Who aipires, muft down as low; 
itofclgkhe foarM; obnoxious, firft or lad,. 
T* baifeft things . Revenge , at-firft though iweer, , 
Bfcle* e*e* lertfc , h*ek on- it/cat reooiles 1 
ft* it> I recfehe*, fo it light well aim'd ! ? 
Since higher I fall short , ©u-hint whw next 
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Erovokomjtenvy (thU nevifayQritp 
Of heayfiL, tnumatf^f cby,»< (ou.pt defpfce * . 
NFhom, at tfeeimre to. Jpite.* hit Makcr.fait*£* 
From*** .) i>ite the* «M»fo* bftftj^tiA 
So faying, fltov^ftttfcjcnitkc** 4t*fcj?c4ry t. 

Hit midnight-fearch, vhete foond^ht; might find* 
Th* fc^en* . HiB»viiM««ptil^6o^lw^mmdK 
In Ubyonth.of nuutyt*£0«ndXel£co*rr44 . 
His he*4^ iridtt, :«»U4^4^ 
Nocyctini»fii4Ai^«-aiit4j*t#ur. 
Nornamtyttfil^itt^grrfNttb** „- v 

The Dawlinfcifil j^^%WJw«aUfitnfe, j . ; b r 

Difhi*Mnot».<www*c^ 

Nov. 9 vhtofji;iWfc4U^cl>ii^f».d«ni. ; 
In fiHen on tfaehtnladflov'ytithn lijwtffo 
toirmoming jggtflfe» #hqfc»U<fVmgt ffrtthnjK 

tbt£ hi •.-: :.'. t a J. -7 .i -..: ; ;: r . r r ■ 

From th'cattb'tgraat altar ft^ftft4taf PI»i*V 
To the Creator* aadtfif noftrjl* fill i 
With grateful fmell , forth came the <r h*maA ftk ». 
And j oia'di tHcir Total vorthip totth^.qtak: :■- . 
Of creatures wanting vokc : {hardene., p**t*fct\ 
The feafon, prime ibr frreeteft fcenfaJsanjUtas.' 
Then commune , ho* that day j$ey bet,ma£pljri 
Their growing wock, (fcf aoen tljcir : wo/k 9*9- 
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The hand? difpath of two > gard'ning fo wide) 
Ande Eve firft to her husband thus began. 
,444m / well may we labor ftill to drefs 
This gatden , ftill to tend plant, herb , and flow'ry. 
Our pleafant task enjpin'd ; but 'till more hand* 
Aid. us , the work under our labor growa 
Luxurious by refttaint : what we by day. 
Jjop ower-grown,. or prune., or prop., or bind*. 
One night or two with wanton growth derides , . 
Tending to wild. Thou therefore now advifc , . 
Or hear what to my mind firft thoughts prefent :. 
Let us divide our labors : thou.» where choice 
Leads thee, or, where. rnoft needs , whether to wind: 
. T^e woodbine round. this acbor., 0/ djrcft. 
The clafping ivy where to climb : while I , . 
In yonder fpring of cpfes , interrnix'd 
'With myrtle , find what to redrefj 'till noon*. 
For, while fp nefr each other thus aUday. 
3ur task we chufe v.what wonder if fo neat 
ooks intervene > and .fiaUcs , or,obje& new. 
afuai djfcouife draw on,; which intermits 
ur day's-workj brought to little , though begnfti 
rly , and th' hptit of f upper, cpmes un-earn'd. . * 
Xo>whom miidan/wej Adam thus return'd*. 
e Eve, auTociate fole., tp me beyond 
npare , above all living creature? dear ! . 
11 haft thou mption'd, well, thy thoughts em— 

- tfoy'd* 

we. might beit fulfil the work* which here, 
vuhaJBgn/dus > not <of me ihaJLt paf*. 
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•Tnpraia'd : ( for nothing lovelier can Vefbuml 
In woman , than to ftudy hommold good; 
And good worts in her husband to promote.) 
Vet not : fo ftridly tai trof I»rtf rmpotM »- ' 
tabo^uttfdebsrnf trtieofire'lieed^' - :< 
Refres hment V whether fob*, vftalai 1>etwecri » ■*■ 
( Fpod.of ifeg mind) or thiflwe^intereoorfe 
Of looks , and iiniles : fbr ,° UMkt from rtafcft- 

flow, • ' ■'. 

To brtote denyM', and ate of lot* die 4bbd ; 
Love, ft* the* toweft end of human Hfti 
For , not to : Ifkfome toil , bat to- defigftt 
He toideW, and delist to TrtKbnjottfdi '■■* ' 
ThepathiV.and boVrs, dotibt not trtrt ott joiat* 

hands . 
"Will keep, ffcmt wildernefr**rth eat* , *t*rl«V; 
As we need walk ; 'till younger hand* Virion^ 
Aflift u». But', if much conve*f£perh*pr " * 
Thee fatiate , to Short abfetice t could yteH: ;' 
( For folitude fotaetiines is biift fticiety i • 
And short retirement uigeVfVttt return. } 
But , other doubt pofleiTei nre $ left harm 
Befall thee, fever*d from me tHst'> thou knowtt 
What hath been' warn'd ns ,' what malicious roe 
Envying out-hfypfnefr, and of tois" own 
Defpairing', leeks to work us woe , J *nd* sham*, 
"By fly aflTault: andtbmeirhere iiij^ nt-haml • - 
Watches , no doubt , with greedy 4f0pe to find' 
His wish , and beft advantage , us afonder i 
Hopelefc to circfimivem w 1 job£&jydmet*& 
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To ether fpecdy aid might lend at need* 
Whether his firft deiign be to withdraw. 
Our fealty from God ; or to difturb 
Conjugal love ; ( than, which perhaps no blifi 
Enjoy'd by us excites his envy more : ) 
Or this , or woife > leave not the faithful fide 
that gave thee Being , frill shades thee* and pro- 
teas. 
The wife, where danger , or dishonor larks ,. 
Safeft , and feemlieft by hex hufband ftays , 
L Who guards- her >x>r with her the worft indure*. 

To whom the virgin-majefty of Eve, 
'As one who loves, andfome unkindnefa meets ,. 
[With fweet auftere compofure thus rtply'd. 

OfT-fpring of heav'n, and earth, and all earth's 
Lord! 
That fewrh an enemy- we have , who feefe 
Our ruin, both by thee inform'd I learn, 
And from the parting Angel over-heard;: 
At in a shady nook 1 Hood behind ». 
luft then return'd at shut of averting flew'rt* 
But , that thou ahould'ft my firmnefs therefwtv 

doubt 
To God , or thee , becaufe we have- a foe. i 
May tempt it ,1 expected no? to < hear. : 

His violence thou fearfi not , being fuck* 
A*wc( not capable of death, or pain) 
Can either not receive , or can. repels 
JJia fraud U then thy rear ; which plain infers- * 
Thy egual fear , that my firm, faith, and love , 
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Can by hi* fraud be shaken, or fedftc'd I 
Thought** I which how/vfetmd>the y » herhot. in- Ayr 

break, . j . . T : . . : i* \ '. -. -. • 

Ai&mtt intf-^ugfr of her-toitBet tooeart' ; * 

To whoa-with hemiog wmdt^dawrrtj^yM^ . 
Daughter «PC»d v apdmim^ iim w ma bflbt * ; - 
For y fochrtbmi ani^n Jn^i«ftbbXiner»^]itutf:: 
Not diffident of thee do I diffaade -. 
Thy abfcnce from my Jight $ 1»t » *•' frroidi * . ' ■* 
Th' attempt k ielf ^iate^dttyttMfaVej j. 
Foi , he who««ptr* . tfabigh t*<wam£mieaft V* 

perfet ..* ■ ■». . .„.■-'' >-. * 
The ttapted^rith dishosu>r<iWvfrpP*4*'t* " ' r 
Not facotntpcible of frith mioc proof .. 
Agaidft ternptttiott* Tliou*hy (elf with. Iconic. 
And anger, would'ft refent the offer* A^rrong , 
Though -in-etfecHal fbahcbr miMrcm notafceny.' 
If fach affront I labor to avert- ... 
from thee alone, which on us both at onefc 
The enemy , though boldy will hardly <daie 5 • 
Or daring -, firft oh#me th' aflaulft shall light* 
Nor thou -his malice ,.and faMe guile , contemU- 
Subtile he needs muft he , who could reduce 
Angels >• nor chink /ifperfluonis rather mid, . 
1, from theinfluence^of thy-doott,7feceivtt - . 
Accefs ia> every virtue 5 in thy iighc* : 
More wife*, moce watchful*,, ftrapger*: ( if need 

were 
Qftoutward ftrength) <vriule jhame v thou looking 

o* 9 * 
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Shame to be overcome , or over-reach'd, 
Would utmoft vigor raife , and rais'd unite* 
Why should'ffc not thou likefenfe within thee feci 
When I am prefent , and thy tryal chafe 
With me , beft witaefs of thy virtue tryM ! 

So fpake domeftic Adam in his care, 
And matrimonial love : but Eve, who thought 
Left attributed to her faith fincere, 
Thus her reply with accent fweet renew'd. 

If this be our condition > thus to dwell 
In narrow circuit , ftraiten'd by a foe , 
Subtil* , «r violent, we not indu'd 
Single with like defence , where-ever met ; 
How are we happy , frill in fear of harm * 
But , harm precedes not fin : only our foe 
Tempting, affronts us with his foul efteem 
Of our integrity : . • » . his foul efteem 
Sticks no dishonor on our front, but turns 
Foul on himfelf : then wherefore shunn'd , og 

fearM, 
By us 5 who rather double honor gain 
From his furmife prov'dfalfe $ find peace within. 
Favor from heav'n, our witnefs, from th* event) 
And what is faith, love, virtue un-aflay'd 
Alone , without exterior help fuftain'd i 
Let us not then fufped our happy ftate 
Left fo imperfeft by the Maker wife , 
As not fecure to (ingle , or combin'd : 
Frail is our happiaefs , if this be fo , 
Aftd Eden were no Eden, thus expos'd* 
Tomtit ~ ' ' % 
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To Whom thus Adam fervently re 
O woman t heft are ail tiling* at the 
Of God- ordain'd them : His creating 
Nothing imperfect, ot deficient* left 
Or all that He -created j much, left n 
Ot ought that might his happy Atte.fi 
Secure from outward force * within! 
The danger lyes , yet lyes within his 
Againft his will he can receive no h 
But , God left free the will 5 for , y 
Reafon , is trees *nd reafon He made 
But , bid her well beware , and ilili i 
Left by fome fair appearing-good fur 
She dictate ftlfe $ and misinform the: 
To do what God exprefly hath forbid 
Not thenmirtruft, but tender love > ; 
That 1 should mind thee oft 5 and rain 
Firm We fabfift , yet poftible to fw© 
Since reafon not impotfibly may. mee 
Some fpecious objeft by the foe fubo 
And fall into deception unaware , 
Not keeping ftri&eft watch , as she n 
Seek not temptation then , which to 
Were better; and moft likely, iffrc 
Thou fever not 5 tryal will come un-i 
"Would'ft thou approve thy conftancy 
Firft thy obedience : th* other who c; 
Not feeing thee attempted 3 who att 
But , if chou think tryal un- fought n 
Us both fecurer , than thus warnMth 
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^Go ! . . , . for thy ftay,not free, abfents thee more* 
. Co in thy native innocence ! rely 
<?n what thou haft of virtue 5 fummon til ! 
For God tow'rda thee hath done His part, do thinetf 

So fpake the patriarch of mankind \ hat Eve 
Perfifted , yet fubmid , though lftft , reply '<k 

Withithy penniffion then , and thus fbrewarn'oV 
Chiefly by What thy own laft reafoning Word* 
Touch'd only; that our tryal, when leafl. fought*' 
May find us both perhaps far lefs prepared , 
The willinger I go : nor much e»pe& 
A foe fo proud will firft the weaker feek ; 
Sa bent, the more shall. shame him his repulfe. 

Thus faying i from her hufband's hand her.han J 
Soft she ^withdrew ? and like a Wood-Nymph light 
Oread , or Dryad , or of Delia's train , 
Betook her to the groves : but Delia' 9 felf 
In gait furpafs'd , and Goddefs-like deport : 
Though not as she , with bow and quiver arm'd f 
Bud With fuch gar d'ning- tools as art , yet rude y 
Guilt lefs of fire had fOrmM, or Angels brought* 
To Pales , or Pomona > thus adorn'd , 
Likelieft she feem'd, ( Pomona , when she fie J 
Vertumnm ) or to Ceres in her prime , 
Yet virgin of Preferpina from Jove. 
Her long with ardent look his eye purfuM 
Delighted 1 but defired more her ftay. 
Oft he to her his charge of quick return 
Repeated ; she to him at oft engaged % 

To be reutxn'd by noon amid the boVr 5 
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And til things in beft order , to invite 

Noontide repaft > or afternoon's repofe. 

O much deceiv'd, much failing, (haplc 

Q£ thy prefum'd return' I event pervcrfe 

Thou never from that hour iu Paradife 

Found'ft either fweet repaft or (bund re 

$ieh ambush, laid among fweet floors, a 

Waited with hellish rancor imminent 

To intercept thy way; or fend thee back 

Defpoil'd of innocence, of faith , of blii 

For now , and fince firft break of dawn, i 

( Mere ferpeat in appearance ) forth was 

And on his mieft , where likelieft he mij 

The only two of mankind ; but in them 

The whole included race , hit purposed p 

In bow'r , and field he fought , where at 

Of growe , or garden-plot more pleafan 

Their tendance , or plantation for delig 

By fountain, or by shady rivulet. 

He fought them bot, but wish'd his hap 

Eve feparate : he wish'd , but not with 

Of what fo feldom chanc'd : when to hi 

Beyond his hope , Eve feparate he fpies 

Veil'd in a cloud of fragrance , where si 

Half-fpy'd , fo thick the rofes bushing i 

About her glow'd 5 half- (looping to fui 

Each flow'r of (lender ftalk » whofe he 

Carnation , purple , ature , or fpeck'd ' 
Hung dropping un-fuftain'd ; them she 



Book IX. Paradise Lost. i& 

Gently with mfrtle-band ; mindlefs th e while 
Her feif, though faireft un-fupported flowV, 
From her bed prop To far , and ftorm fo nigh ! 
Nearer he drew , and many a walk travers'd 
Of ftatelieft covert-, cedar, pine, or palm ; 
Then voluble , and bold ; now hid, now feen i 
Among thick-woven arborets, and fldw'rs, 
Im-bonder'd on each bank, the hand of Eve : 
( Spot more delicious ! than thofe gardens feignM 
Of of reviv'd Adonis ; or renown'd 
Acinous , hoft of old Laertes* Ton ; 
Or that , not myftic , where the fapient King 
3rield dalliance with his fair /Egyptian fpoufe. ) 
Much he the place admired , the perfon more : 
As one who long in populous city pent » 
.Where houies thick , and fewer* , annoy the airy 
Forth-itfuing on a rummer's morn, to breathe 
Among the plea fan t villages, and farms 
Adjoin'd » from each thing met conceives delight % 
The fraell of grain , or tedded grafs , or kine f 
Or dairy , each rural fight , each rural found r 
If chance with nymph-like ftep , fair virgin paflF* 
What pleating feem'd, for her nowpleafesmoft i 
She inoft , and in her look fums all delight : 
Such pie a fu re took the ferpent to behold 
This flow'ry plat , the fweet recefs of Eve 
Thus early , thus alone. Her heav'nly form 
Angelic , ( but more foft , and feminine ) 
Her graceful innocence , her every air 
Of gefture , or leaf* a&ion , over-aw'd 
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His malice, and , with rapine fweet » bereav'd 
His iietcenefs of the fierce intent ii brought. 
That fpace the Evil One abftraded flood 
Trom his ovo evil , and for the time remainM 
Stupidly good; oftnmity difarm'd. 
Of guile , of bate, of envy, of revenge* 
But , th? hoi hell that always in him burns i 
Though in mid-he a v*c , fcon ended his delight ^ 
And tort arcs him now more , the more he fees 
Of plcsfure > not for him ordain'd : thto* foon 
Fierce hate be recolle&s , and all his thoughts 
Of mifchief , gratulating , thus exeires. 

Thought* * wjuther have ye led me I with whl* 

fweet 
Compulfion thus tranfportcd , to forget 
\That hither brought us I hate , hoc love J «*| 

hope 
Of Paradife for hell , hope here to tafte 
Of pie afore ; but all pleafure to dcftioy ^ 
Save what is in destroying \ other ioy 
To me is loll i Then , let me riot It pafs 
<3cca£q4 vfubfch n*w* faile*. .Behold al<M|^ ' 
jT|ie; woman, opportune to all attempts I. v 
Her t)uifeaa&( for I vie* fat- round ) not nigh;. 
.Whofe higher ifttelle&ual more I shun « 
Andftrength, of courage haughty, and of lbntb 
Heroic; built, though of terreftrial mold ; 
Foe not informidable ! exempt from wound : 
I; not : ( fo much hath heU debasM and paia, 
llUeeblcd/ine, tawhajc fcwa* .in'hw'iU^- 
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She fair , divinely fair 1 fit love for Gods t 
Not terrible : though terror be in love , 
And beauty not approach'd by ftronger hate; 
Hate , ftronger under shew of love well feign'd % 
The way which to her ruin now 1 tend. 

So fpake the enemy of mankind , inclos'd 
In ferpent , inmate bad 1 and toward Eve 
Addrefs'd his way : not w.ith indented wave* 
Prone on the ground , as fince ; but on his rear t 
Circular bafe of riling folds , that tower'd 
Ibid above fold , a furging maxe ! His bead 
Crefted aloft, and carbuncle his eyes ; 
'With butatsh'd neck of verdant gold , ereft 
Amidft his circling fpires , that on the graft 
floated redundant : pleating was his shape » 
.- And lovely ! Never fince of ferpent- kind 
lovelier ; not thofe that in lllyria changed 
Mtrmione , and Cadmus ; or the God 
In Epidaunu : nor to which transfbrm'd 
'AmmonianJute* or Capitoline was feen ; 
He , with Olympias ; this with her who bore 
Scipio , the height of Rome. With trad oblique 
At fir ft , ( as one who fought accefs , but fear'd 
To interrupt) tide long he works his way : • 
As when a ship , by skilful fleers-man wrought 
Nigh river's mouth , or fore-land, where. the wind 
Veers oft , as oft fo fteers , and shifts her fail : 
So vary'd he , and of his tortuous train 
Curl'd many a wanton wreath > in tight of Eft » 
To lure her eye. She busied, heard the found 

Z4 
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Of railing leaves , but minded not , as 

To fuch difport before her through the 

From every beaft ; more dutious at her 

Than at Circcan call the herd difguis'd* 

He > bolder now » un-call'd before her i 

But , at in gaze admiring : oft he bow'd 

His turret creft , and fleek-enamel'd ne< 

fawning ; and lick'd the ground whereo 

His gentle dumb expreffton turn'd at lei 

The eve of Ev e, to mark hi* play : he , 

Of her attention gatn'd , ( with ferpent 

Organic , or impulfe of vocal air ) 

Hit- fraudulent temptation thus began. 

Wonder not, fbv'reign miftrefc ! if j 

Thou canft , who. art fole wonder , much 

Thy looks y the heav'n of mil-chiefs , wit) 

Difpleas'd that I approach thee thus > a 

Infatiate ; 1 thus (ingle ; nor have fear*d 

Thy awful brow, more awful thus retirf 

Faireft refemhlance of thy Maker fair ! 

Thee all things livings gate on, all thin| 

By gift , and thy cceleltial beauty adore t 

With ravishment beheld ! there beft beb 

Where univerfally admir'd : but , here 

In this inclofure wild, thefe beafb amonj 

{ Beholders rude , and shallow to difcern 

Half what in thee is fair ) one man exce 

Who fees thee land, what is one ! who si 

feen 
A Goddefe among Gods , adoi'd , and fei 
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By Angels numberlefs., thy daily train. 

So glozM the tempter, and his proem tun'd : 
Into the heart of Evt his words made way , 
Though at the voice much marvelling : at length* 
Not un. amafc'd , she thus in anfwer fpake 

What ntay this mean \ Language of man pro- 
nounc'd 
By tongue of brute , and human fenfe eiprefs'd I 
The firft, at ieaft , of thefe 1 thought deny'd 
To bta&s ; whom God , on their creation-day * 
Created mute to all articulate found : 
The latter I demur ; for, in their looks 
Much reafos, and in their actions » oft appears* 
Thee, ferpent, fubtil'ft bead of all the field 
. I knew i but not with humajx voice indu'd* 
Redouble then this miracle , and fay , 
How cam'ft thou fpeakable, of mate $ and hxm 
To me fo friendly grown above the reft. 
Of brutal kind > that daily are £0 fight r 
Say I for, fuch wonder claims attention due; 

To whom the guileful tempter thus replyM 1 
Emprefs of this fair world. , refplendent JSxe /, 
Eafy to me it is to tell thee all 
What thou command'ft > and sight thou shouldd 

be obty'd* 
I was at ft ft as other beafts , that graxe 
The trodden herb,, of atojec* thoughts, and low % 
As was my (pod ; not: ought, but food , difcera'd*. 
Or fex ; and apprehended nothing high. 
*XiU. on a day roving the fieMt.l ohancU 
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A goodly tree far-dilbnt to behold , 
Loaden with fruit of faireft colors mix'd , 
Roddy, and fold : I nearer drew, to gaxe ; 
Vhen from die bough* a favory odor blown ; 
Grateful to appetite • more pleaj'd my fenfe 
Than fmell of fweeteft fenel, or the teatr 
Of ewe, or goat, dropping with milk at er'n ," 
Unfuck'd of lamb , or kid, that tend their play* 
To fatisrjr th: sharp defire 1 had 
Of tailing thofe fair apples , I refolvM 
Not to defer : hunger, and thirft, at once; 
Powerful perfuaders ! qoicken'd at the fcent 
Of chat alluring fruit, urgM me fo keen. 
About the mofly trunk I wound me foon ; 
( Fox , high from ground , the branches would re* 

quire 
Hiy urmoft reach , or Alartt ) round rhe tree 
All other hearts that faw, with like defire 
Longing , and envying ftood , but could not reach. 
Amid the tree now got , where plenty hang 
Ten ting fo nieh , to pluck , and eat my fill 
I fpar*d not; for, fuch pleafure 'till that hour, 
At £:ed, or fountain, never had I found ! 
Sated at length, e'er-long 1 might perceive 
Strange alteration in me , to degree 
Of reafon in my inward pow'rs ; and fpeech 
Vantcd not long ; though to this shape retain'^ 
Thenceforth to fpeculations high , or deep , 
I turn'd mv thoughts ; and, with capacious mind 
Coniidcr'd all things vifible in heav'n , 
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'Or earth , or middle ; all things fair , and good v 
But ,- all that fair, and good, in Thy, divine 
Semblance , and in Thy beauty's heavenly ray y 
United 1 beheld : no Fair to Thine 
Equivalents or fecond ! which compell'd 
Me thus > though importune perhaps , to coma 
J^nd gate , and worship Thee , of right declar'A,* 
•JBov'reign of creatures , univerfal dame 1 

So talk'd the fpiiited fly fnake : and Eve, 
Yet more amaz'd, unwary thus reply'd* 

Serpent .! thy over-praiiing leaves in doubc 
Hie virtue of that fruit , in thee £rft prov'd. 
But fay , where grows the use ? from hence holt 

far* 
JJor many aoe the trees of God that grow. 
Jo Paradife , and various , yet unknown 
*Io us ^ in foch abundance lyes our choice * 
A* leaves a greater ft ore of fruit un-touch'dq 
Still hanging incorruptible, till men 
Grow up to their provision , and more bands 
Help to disburden. nature of her birth. 

To whom the wily adder , blithe , and glad* ; 
Bmprefs ! die way is ready ; and not long 5 
Beyond a row of myrtles, on. a flat , 
Faft by a fountain, one fmall thicket part 
Of blowing myrrh, and balm : if thou accept 
My conduct , I can bring thee thither foon. 

Lead then , faid Eve. He leading fwiftly rowlY 
In tangles, and made intricate feem ft rait, 
%o mifchief fwift,: hope elevates, and joy 
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Brightens his ere ft ; as when a wandering fire ; 
Compacl of unctuous vapor, which the night 
Condenres, and the cold Inviron* round, 
Kindled through agitation ro a fiime , 
{ Which oft , they fif, fome evil fpirit attends.) 
Hovering , and Mating with ddufive light I 
Mif-ldadsth 1 amai'd night- wanderer from his way « 
Through hogs , and mires , and oft ihro* pond , or 

pool; 
There fwallowM tip, and loft, from fuccorfarJ 
So glifter'd the dire fnake , and into fraud 
Led Eye t our credulous mother , to the tree 
Of prohibition , toot of all our woe ! 
Which when she faw , thus to her guide she fpafcp«; 
Serpent two might have fpar'd our coming hi- 
ther , 
Fruitlcfs to me» though fruit be here 10 excel* : 
The credit of whofe virtue reft with thee » 
W'ondVous indeed, if eatife of fuch crfe&j ! 
But , of this tree we may nm rafte , nor touch \ 
God fo commanded ; an 1 left that command 
Sole daughter of His voice ; the reft, we Kve 
Law co our felves ; our reafon is our law. 

To whom the tempter guilefully repl y'd, 
Indeed f Hath G^d then faitf that of the ft nit 
Of arl the re-garden- tree* ye shall not eat # 
Yet lords decla^d of all in earh, or air I 

To whom thus Ev$ 7 yet fintefs* Of the ftoic 
Of each tree in the garden we may eacf 
But, of the fruit of this fair tree, ainidft 
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The garden, God hath faid , Ye shall not cat 
Thereof, nor shall ye touch it , left ye die. 

She fcntct had faid > tho* brief, when now more; 
bold 
The tempter ( but, with shew of zeal, and love 
To man , acd>mdignauon at his wrong ) 
Mew partfHMtgpft ; and, as to paifion mov'd » 
Fluctuates difturb'd , yet comely , and in ad 
Rais'd, as of fome great matter to begin. 
As when of old fome orator renown'd , 
In Athens , or free Rome , where eloquence 
Houriih'd ( iince mute 1 ) to fome great caufe a&j 

drefs'd, 
Stood in himfelf collected ; while each part » 
Motion , each ad , won audience , e'er the tongue [ 
Sometimes in height began , as no delay 
Of preface brooking , through his xeal of right : 
So , (landing , moving , or to height up-grown t 
The tempter all im-paflion'd , thus began. 

O facred , wife » and wifdom-giving plant , 
Mother of fcience ! now I feel thy poVr 
'Within me clear 5 not only to difcern 
Things in.theircaufes, but to trace the way! 
Of higheft agents , deem'd however wife. 
Queen of this univerfe ! do not believe 
Thofe rigid threats of death : ye shall not die ! 
How should ye ? by the fifth e it gives you life 
To knowledge : by the threatner } Look on me , 
Me ! who have touch'd, and tailed $ yet both live » 
And life more perfeft have attain'd than fine 
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Meant me , by venturing higher than my lot- 
Shall that be shut to man , which to the be aft 
It open t Of vill God incenfc his ire 
For Aich a petty trcfpafs } and not praife 
Rather your dauntlefs virtue , whom the pam 
Of death donouiic'd ( whatever thing deiflh be J 
Detcr'dnot from atehieving what mighi lead 
To happier life , knowledge of good , aild evil I 
Of good, how jail * of evil* (jfwhat is evil 
Be real j why not known , fince caficr shunn'd I 
God therefore cannot hurt ye , and be foil : 
Woe juft , not God ; nor tcar'd ihan , nor obey'dv 
Your fear it felf of death removes the ftjr* 
Why then wai this forbid ? Why * but to awe ; 
"Why, but to keep yon low , and ignorant, 
His worshippers, He, knows that in the day 
Yon eat thereof, your eyes ( that teem fo cleat, 
Yet are but dim ) shall per re ttly be then 
Opeo'd, and clear'd : and ye shall be -a* Gods , 
Knowing both good , and evil , as they know- 
That ye shall be as Gods , jlnce I as man , 
Internal man, is but proportion m*et:> ' 
I of brtite , human; ye of human , Gods, 
So ye shall die perhaps , by putting off 
Human, to put on Gods ; death to be wishM* 
Tho* threatened, which no worfe than this- cat 

bring ! 
And what are Gods , that man may not 1 
As they, participating god- like food f 
The g;oda are firft , and that advantage nfe 
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On our belief* that all from them proceeds 2 
1 aueftion it i for this fair earth I fee , 
Warm'd by the fun , producing every kind 5 
Them , nothing : if thty all things , who in-clos'4 
Knowledge of good , and evil , in this tree » 
That whofo eats thereof, forthwith attains 
Wifdom without their leave 3 and wherein lies 
Th' orTenfe > that man should thus attain to know > 
What can your Knowledge hurt Him , or this tre$ 
Impart againft His will > if all be His 3 
Or is it envy ? And can envy dwell • 
In heav'nly breads * . • . • Thefe, thefe , andmanjr 

more 
Caufes , import your need of this fair fruit , 
Goddefs humane , reach then , and freely rafte I 

He ended $ and his words , replete with guile » 
Into her heart too eafy entrance won : 
Fix'd on the fruit she gaz'd , which to behold 
Might tempt alone : and in her ears the found 
Yet rung of his perfuafive words , impregn'd 
With reafon , ( to her feeming ) and with truth : 
Mean-while the hour of noon drew on , and wak'4 
An eager appetite , rais'd by the fmell 
So favory of that fruit 5 which with defire , 
( Inclinable now grown to touch ,. or tafte ) 
Sollicited her longing eye : yet firft 
Paufing a- while, thus, to her felf she mus'd. 

Great are thy virtue? , doubtlefs, be ft of fruits t 
Though k pt from man , and worthy to be admired £ 
^hofe tafte 9 coo long forbom, at firft aflay 
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Give elocution co the mate , and taught j 

The tongue doc Made lor ftpeech , to fpeak thjr 

praife. 
IVr praife He alio , who forbid thy ofe , 
Conceals not from at , naming thee the Tree 
Of knowledge : knowledge both of good, and evil : 
Forbids as then totafte ! But, His forbidding 
Commends thee more , while it infers the good 
By thee communicated , and oor want : 
For, good on- known, fore is not had; or had » 
And yet an-known , is as not had at all. 
la plain then , what forbids He but to know , 
Forbids as good, forbids as to be wife} 
Such prohibitions bind not. .... Bat, if Death 
Bind as with after-bands, what* profits then 
Our inward freedom ? Jn the day we eat 
Of this fair fruit, oar doom is, we shall die. • • • 
Hot dies the ferpent* he hath eat'n , and lives , 
And knows, and fpeaks, and reafons, anddifcerns > 
Irrational 'till then. For us alone 
Was death invented ? or , to us denyM 
This intellectual food , for beafts referv'd? 
For beads it feems ! yet , that one bead which firft 
Hath rafted , envies not j but brings with joy 
The good befall'n him ; author un-fufpe& , 
Friendly to man, far ftom deceit, or guile. 
What fear J then ? rather , what know to fear 
Under this ignorance of good , and evil , 
Of God , or Dcarh , of law, or penalty r 
Here grows the cure of all , this fruit divine ! 

Fait 



I 
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Fair to the eye, inviting to the tafte r 

Of virtue to make "rife I. What hinders then 

Toj reach ,- and reed at once both body , and mind Y 

So faying, her rash hand in eyil hour 
Forth-reaching to the fruit , she pluck'd, she eatl 
Earth felt the wounds and Nature from her feat., 
Sighing through all he* worke, gave figns of woo 
That all was loft. Back to the thicket flunk 
The guilty ferpent : and welL might. : for, El* 
Intent now wholly on her tafte , nought elfe 
Regarded ; fuch delight 'till then , as feem'd» 
In fruit the. never tafted, whether true ,. 
Or fancy M fo r through expectation high 
Of knowledge * nor. was. Cod- head from her 

v thought*: 
Greedily she. ingorg'd without reftraint; 
And knew not eating Oeath {.Satiate at length*. 
And • heightein'd at with wine , .jocund K aad boon*, 
Thus . to he u felf she pleafingly began. . 

O fov'reignc,.vlatuous> pretioua-of ail tree*; 
I* Pftradife 1 of operation. bleft n ■ . 
To fapience Ihithesto obfeur'd , in-fam'd^ 
And thy fair fruit let hang r as to no end. 
Created : but , henceforth my early. care . 
(Not without fong,each morning, and duepraifej: 
Shall tend thee , . and the fertil burden eafej. 
Of .thy full- branches, oJer!d free ta all u 
Till dfetcji by thee, L grow mature. 
U.luww.kdgts, r asihe u GQds v who aU things knd«r£ » 
•Cxottgjv^thftra cn^x what tljej cannot. g}ye :: 
TomL. " *W 



For., had th< gift bieen their*, it faa£n«t He,^ 
"TJiui grown* Expense* nexjcootkee. I omr. 
Beftgnide ! not following thee, IJmdjreiRiurisV. 
In ignorance} thou ofen'ft.wifdoqrY wny. 
And givM tccc<«,thoa^Kfccrer^'r*tirt« 
An4I,perhapi am fecreV: heav*ti;Ia high,, 
tjugh^., and^PBtnote tp lee worn dpeftag- difriWf- ■- 
Each thing on; earriri and fctker.;**** » fttifcagi*. 
Mayhayc diverted Iron* epirtinprt MteK 
Our Grca; Forbidder, fafe wjthaU Hkf>i** 
About Hinu • .. / ,., put, to -Akm in, wfetaJb** 
Sh*U I appear ! thall I to him mtJcf fa*** 
A* yet n^aHmge^tn*^ 
ffrtt happineftwitkine r of j3ftthtV*(*^-'rf - 
Upkeep the odds of knowledge teniy f0w*£; 
Withotg.co-p^er? ib to Vdd >wJlatf»wW»V - :> 
I^jrcmaie lex , the more to draw nil* lovtt > . ' * 
And; render me mora equals and ^erhapa^ 
( A thing not un-defirable ) fomettme . 
Superior V fox inferior , who i c rrefe *■> ■ -* 
Thji« may be well. ... But what if 45c4 hart-feet) 
An4vDeath enfue ? Then I thatt be no more I "'* 
And i4(Jom , wedded to ano&er Eve » . 
Shall .live, with her enjoying , I«xrincV£- 
A death to think! CbhfiWd then I refolve, , 
Adaip shall share with ine in hlifs , or woe .:- 
So dear I love him, that with him, *U deafifcfe 
I could endure 5 without him- live . np' lke t . ! ■" ' : 
So faying , &§m the treeAy-ftep the tfcmMf 
«*ifa<tie#i^nW^ 

• A* " . t 
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That dwelt within ; whofe prefence had infw'd 
Into the plant feiential Tap, deriv'd 
From Ne&ar , drink of Gods* A<km the -while 
Waiting defirons her return , had wore 
Of choiceft flow'rs a garland to adorn 
- Her treftes , and her *ural labors crown t 
At reapers -oft are wont their Harveft-Qoeei*' 
Great joy hepromis'd to hit thoughts , and flew 
Solace in her return -, fo long delay'd i 
Yet oft his heart, divine of fome thing ill , 
Mifgave him 5 he the faultMng meafure felt; 
And forth to meet her went , the way she took: 
That morn , when firfV they parted* By the tree • 
Of knowledge he-mud pafs 5 there he her met y 
Scarce from the tree returning : in her hand 
A bow of faireft fruit , that downy fmil'd , 
New gather'd , and ambrofiai fmell diflfut'd* 
Tho him* she hailed; in her face excufe 
Came prologue, and apology too prompt; 
Which , with bland words at will , she thus ad- 
drefs'd.: 
Haft thou not wonderM , Adam , at My ftay r 
Thee I hare mifs'd , and thought it long , deprivM 
Thy prefence ; agony of love ! 'till now 
Not felt, nor shall be twice ; for, nevermore 
Mean I to try . ( what rash un-try'd 1 fought) 
The pain of abfence from thy fight* But ftraage- 
Hath been the caufe, and wonderful to hear* -' 
This tree it not, a* we ate told, a treat *• 
<Q§ 3tJBfe£*ttfted * box »ev4lan-known-^ 
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Qp/ninffhe wty ; but, of divine eJJeft ., 
To open eyes, and make them Cod* who tafte J 
And hath been taftedfodu The. ferpent wife,/ 
fOsnot tgftrain'd at, we, or mot obeying. } 
Hath eacenof the fimicpaad if becpine 
Not dead, a* w» arm threatenfd, but, neaeeftrtt 
IndVdwjth human Tc^iwdbmaanlenfc* 
Reafoning to admiration ! and with ape. . 
Pecfliafively hath, ft preroird,.thatl 
Hvre aKo felted » and, bare alfo fonmd 
TV effect to-cArrefpond,s opener mine eye*> 
Dmerft*. dilated Qurits, ampler hearty 
And.growing up to Godhead* wjiidi fie the* 
Orieflji ileoghtsjirithogc thee, cam defpiie * 
For v blift »..* then haft pa*, to rnv*. iavbUft ; 
Tedious tmHfcar'd with thee, and ^odhmt fro*. 
Thou, therefore alfo tafte 9 that equal lot, 
May join m 3 equal joy , as equal lore «. 
Left thou not tailing, different degree 
Dlt-jeia eft and I then too late renounce; 
Deity foe thee v when fate will jiotpcrasr* 

That Ere with count'nance blithe her ftory ttldi 
JBut, in her cheek diftemper flushing, glow'd 
On th' other fide , : Alarih> foon ai he heard 
The. fttal trefpaft done by fye >. ama*'d.. 
Aftonied flood, and blank ! while. horror chill 
Rail. through his veins* and. all hit joint* relaxtfi 
v rom his flack hand the.garlandLwreath'dfor £ir 
Down dropM, and-all.the faded rofcs shed:, 
^echltfthe.^99d ? . anj f&^*iLtim#,lM& 



Book IX. P A R A » I S E £ o-s T. %tf 

Fixft to himfelf he inward iilence broke* 

O faired. of creation ! laft,.andbeft 
Of all God's works L Creature ,. in whom excellft 
Whatever can to fight , or thought ,. be. form'd* 
Holy , divine , good, amiable , or fweetl. 
How art thou, loftl haw on a fuddenloft, 
Defac'd, deflowVd, and now. to death devote I 
Rather , how haft thou yielded to tranfgreia 
The ftria forbiddance ! how-to violate 
The facted fruit, forbidden I Some, curfed, frauds 
Of enemy hath beguil'd thee, yet un-known.$ 
And me vith thee bath ruin'd :. for with thee 
Certain my refolution.is to die i 
How can I: live without thee i,how forego, 
Thy Xweetr converfe , and- Love ,. fo dearly join'd^ 
To live again in thefe wild woods forlorn L 
Should. God, create another Eve, and I. 
Another rib afford, yet lpfaof thee. 
Would never from my heart.: no., no l.I.ieefe 
The link, of nature draw me : flesh of flesh ,. - 
JBpne of my bone thou ar*, and. from thy date 
Mine never shall be parted,, blifs or woe !. 
So having faid, as one from, faid difmay 
Re- comforted >. and, after thoughts difturb'd,, 
Submitting to what feem'd remedilefs ,. 
Thus in calm mood bis words to Eve he turn'& 

Bold .deed thou haft prefum'd., adventurous Evt £ 
And peril great provoje'd ,/who thus.hath dar'd ^ 
Had it been, only, covering, to, eye 
Xta 6cr«4^uiiL: fccwU* aJoftiAence & 



Is not fo heinous now, fbre-tafted fru 
ProfanM firft ny the ferpenc , by him £ 
Made common ,' and un-hallowM , e'er 
Nor yet on hjm found deadly 5 he ye 
Lives , as thou faid*ft ; and gains to li 
Higher degree of life : inducement ftr 
To us , as likely tafting to attain 
Proportional a&ent ; which cannot -be 
But to be Gods , or Angels , Demi gc 
Nor can I think that God , Creator wi 
Though threatning , will in earned fo 
Us, His prime creatures; dignify *d fo- 
Set over all His works ; which, in our . 
For us created, needs with us muft fai 
Dependent made : fo God shall un«-crc 
Be frustrate , do, un-do , and labor loi 
Not well concciVd of God : Who ( r)n 
Creation could repeat ) yet would be i 
Us to abolish ; left the adverfary 
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I* forcible within my heart,. I feel 
Hie bond of nature draw me cor my own : 
My own in thee ! for , what tbou art it mine t 
Our ftate can not be fever'd, we. are one , 
One flesh ;„ to lofe. thee were to lofe my felfV * 

So Adam ; and *hiis Eytji& him reply'd. . 
© glorious tryal of. exceeding love ^ i. 
lUuftriou* evidence » cxampk high, 
Engaging me to emulajte! but, short 
Of thy perfe£ion»-how shall I attain ,. 
Adam t from whpfe dear fide I.boaft me fprung £ 
And gladly of our union bear thee fpeak-, 
One heart , one.fouj. in both ! whereof good proof 
This day. affords ^declaring thee refoly'd , 
Rather than deiath, or ought,thaa4ea*h more dread; 
Shall feparate us ,( link'din- love, fo dear ! ) , 
To undergo with me. one guilt » one crime, v 
(If any be) oftafUngthis fair fruit: 
VPhofe virtue ( for of. good itill good proceed*? 
Dired , or by occafipn) hath pie fenced . 
This happy tryal of thy- love; which elfc- • 
So eminently never had heen known* 
Were it I thought death menaced, would enfuo- 
This my attempt, I would. fufiain alone 
The wotft, and notperfuade thee.; rather difc- 
Defected, thani oblige thee with a raft 
Pernicious to thy peace ; chiefly , aflut'dU 
B emarkably fo late of thy Jfe tmt * . 
So faithful lov* unr e<juoTd. JBue> I feel 
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As wantonly repaid » in luft they burn : - 
.Till Adam thus 'gan£re to dalliance more.. 

Eve ! now I fee thou art exa& of tafte , 
And elegant , of fapience no fmall part j - 
Since to each meaning favor we apply , 
And'palate call Judicious : I the praiftf 
Yield thee , .fo well this day thou haft purvey'dV- 
Much pleafure we have loft, while we abftain'd . 
.From this delightful fruit, nor known 'tilt now. 
True relish , taffing : if foch pleafure be 
In. things to us forbidden , it might be wish'd \ 
For this one tree had been forbidden ten. 
But come 1 fo well refresh, now let us play* , 
As meet is, after fuch delicious fare : 
For, never did thy beauty , (race the day 
1 faw thee firft , and* wedded thee , adornM^ 
With all perfection , fo in-flame my fenfe 
N^itb. ardor to enjoy thee ; fairer now 
Than ever ; bounty of this virtuous tree ! % 

$o./aid he , and forbore not glance , or toy? 
Of amorous intent; well underftood * 
Q£ Eve , whofe eye darted contagious fire. 
Her hand he feiz'd* and to a shady bank, 
Thick over-head with* verdant Toof imbowrM,'. 
He led her nothing loth : floors were die coucltf# , 
Panfies , and violets, and afphodet, 
And hyacinth , earth's freshed* fofteft ' hrp; 
There they their fiU'of love, and lore's dftjorr: 
Took largely ; of their mutual guilt the feat, , 
The folace of their fin : 'till dewy fleep 
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Opprefs'd them > weary'd with their am 
Soon at die force of that fallacious 
That with exhilarating vapor bland 
About their fpirits had plaid , and inm< 
Made err, was now.exhal'd $ and groflfi 
Bred of unkindly fumes , with confcioi 
Incumbered , now had left them ; up the 
As from un-reft : and each the* other vie 
Soon found their eyes how open'd, and d 
How darken'd 1 Innocence , that ( as a 
Had shadow'd them from knowing ill, 
Juft confidence, and native tighteoufne 
And honor , from about them : naked 1 
To guilty shame ! he cover'd ; but his i 
Uncover'd more : fo rofe the Damte fb< 
Herculean Samp/on , from the harlot-lap 
Of Philiftean Dalilah ; and wak'd 
Shorn of his firength : they , destitute , 
Of all their virtue • Silent, and in face 
Confounded, long they fat, as ttruckeu 
'Till Adam , though no lefs than Eve ab 
Arjcngthgave utterance to thefc words c 
O Eve / in evil hour thou didfl give 
To that falfe worm , of whomsoever tau 
To counterfeit man's voice : true in our 
Falfc in our promis'd riling : fince. our e 
Open'd we find indeed , and find we kno' 
JRoth good,and evil ! .... good loft, and evi 
Bad fruit of knowledge , if this be to kn< 
Which leaves us naked thus , of honor vc 
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Of innocence , of faith , of purity » 

( Our wonted ornaments, ) now- foil'd, and ftain'd ! ' 

And in our faces evident the figns 

Of foul concupifcence ; whence evil (lore ; 

Ev'n shame , the laft of evils ; of the firft 

Be fure then ! . • . • How shall 1 behold the face 

Henceforth of God, or Angel , erft with joy 

And rapture fo oft beheld > Thofe heav'nly shapes 

Will daxxlenow this earthly, with their blaze. \ 

Infutierably bright* O ! might I here 

In folitude live favage ; in fome glade • 

Obfcur'd , where higheft woods ( impenetrable '• 

To flat , or fun- light ) fpread-their umbrage broad, '. 

And brown as evening ! Cover me , ye pines 1 . 

Ye cedars , with innumerable boughs 

Hide me , where I may .never fee them more t.* . 

But , let us now, as in bad plight , devife 

What beft may for the prefent ferve to hide 

.The parts of each from other , that feemmoft - 

To shame obnoxious, and unfeemlieft feeru .- 

Some tree , whofe broad fmooth leaves together <r 

fow'd , 
And girded on our loins , may cover round * 
Thofe middle parts ; that this new-comer , shanty ■ 
There (it not , and reproach us as unclean, . 

So counfel'd he , and both together went • 
Into the thickeft wood : there foon they chofe.*. 
The fig-tree : not thatkind for fruit renown'd^ : 
But , fuch as at this day ( to Indians known - 
InJtfaia&dr ,. cir Diem} Ipreads her arms . > 

Ha. 
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branching fo broad , and long , that in the ground 
The bended twigs take root , and daughters grow 
.About the mother tree 5 a pillarM shade 
High over-archM, and echoing walks between: 
There oft the Indian herdfman shunning heac , 
shelters in cool , and tends his pasturing herds 
At loop-holes cut thro'thickeft shade. Thofe leaf et 
They gather'd, broad as Amazonian targe : 
.And , with what skill they had , together fow'd , 
To gird their waift : vain covering , if to hide 
Their guilt, and dreaded shame ! O ! how unlike 
To that firft naked glory ! ( fuch of late 
Columbus found th' American , fo girt 
With featherM cincture ; naked elfe, and wild 
Among the trees , on ifles , and woody shores. 
Thus fenc'd,andjas they thought,their shame in part 
Cover'd , but not at reft , or eafe of mind, 
I hey fat them down to weep. Nor only teari 
RainM at their eyes ; but high winds work within 
Began to rife , high paffions , anger, hate , 
Miftruft, fufpicion, difcord, and shook fore 
Their inward ftate of mind ; calm region once , 
And full of peace ; now toft , and turbulent ! 
■For , underftanding rul'd not ; and the will 
Heard not her lore I but , in fubjeftion now 
To fenfual appetite , who from beneath 
IJfurping, over fov'rcign reafon claim'd 
Superior fway : from thus diftemper'd breaft» 
Adam , eftrang'd in look , and alter'd ftyle , 
Speech ir.rermittsd thus to £ve renew'd. 
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Would thou hadft hearken'dto my words- , and \ 
ftay'd 
With me, a*I befoughc thee , when that ftrang* 
Defire of 'Wand'ring , this unhappy morn » - 
1 know not whence pofifefs'd thee ! We had theru 
Remain'd -ftill happy -5 -not, as now>, dfcfpoil'd 
Of all our good 5 sham'd s naked,, miferable. , . ... 
Let iione hencefort feek needlefs caufe t ? approve . 
The faith they owe : when earneftly : they feek. 
Sueh proof, conclude , they then begin to fail. 
To whom, foononovM with touch of blame , thutv* 

Wha« words have pafs'd thy lips , Aiam fevere i • 
Imput'ft thou that to my default , or will •, 
Of wand'ring (as thou calTft it) wihich, who knowf * 
But, might as ill have happen'd>thou being. by ; - 
Or to thy felf perhaps : hadft thou been there , 
Or-here th' attempt, thou pould'ft not have difecrn'd \ 
Fraud in the ferpent > fpeaking as he fpake; 
No ground of enmity between us known ♦ 
Why he should mean me ill , or feek to harm. , 
Was I to have never parted -from- thy fide- 1 
As good have grown there ftitt a lifelefs rib ! 
Being as I am , why did ft not thou , the head , , 
Command me absolutely not to go , 
Going into fuch danger , as thou faid'ft > 
Too facil then , thou didft not much gain-fay ; 
Kay , didft permit , approve , and fair difmifs. 
Hadft thou been firm , and fix'd , in thy diflent , , 
Neithcx hid I tranigre&'d, nor thou wuhmc A . 

B> 3 . 
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To whom , than firft inceni'd , Adam reply M : 
Is this the Love, is this the recompense 
Of mine to thee , ingrateful Ewe ! expreft 
Immutable , when thou were loft* not I ; 
\Fho might hare liv'd 9 aad joy'd immortalblifs : 
y > et willingly chofe rather death with thee. 
And am I now upbraided, as the caufe 
Oi' thy tranfgreiiing I . • • . Not enough fevere, 
i: Teems, in my reftraint ! • . • What could i more 3 
I warn'd thee , I admonish'd thee ; foretold 
The danger, end the lurking enemy 
That lay in v ait : beyond this , had been force J 
And force upon' free-will hath here no place* . 
fcj:, confidence then bore thee on; fecure 
Either to met no danger , or to find 
Marter of glorious tryal. And perhaps 
} alio err'd , io ever-much admiring 
Wnar feenrd in thee fo perfcdl, that 1 thought • 
No cv:i dur ^ttcmpr thee : but v 1 rue 
TH..: error now , which is become my crime ; 
And thoa th' accufer ! . . . Thus it shall befall 
Him, who to worth in women ovcr-trufting, 
Lets her will rale : reftraint she will not brook $ 
An J left to h^rfclf, if evil thence enfue, 
She firft his weak indulgence will accufe . . . • 

Thus they in mutu.1 accufation fpent 
The fruitlefs hours ; but neither felf-condcmning : 
And of their vaiaconteft appear'd no end, . 

Th End of the ninth Bock. , 



